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1. Introduction

Barnett & May was engaged by Snowy Hydro Ltd, to conduct the third construction phase Independent Environmental
Audit (IEA) of the Hunter Power Project. The development is located at 73 Dickson Road, Loxford, NSW. This IEA was
required under Part C, Conditions C15 to C19 the Project Approval 12590060.

The audit was undertaken in accordance with the Barnett and May’s the requirements of the New South Wales
Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) Independent Audit Post Approval Guidelines (May 2020). The Audit was
commissioned in September 2023 following approval of the auditor by DPE on 10 February 2023.

The audit was undertaken by Ken Holmes (Accredited Lead Auditor) and Richard Peterson (Accredited Lead Auditor) of
Barnett & May and commenced on 25 September 2023 with the site inspection undertaken on the 11 of October 2023.

1.1 Project Description and Status of Construction

The Hunter Power Project will comprise two heavy-duty, open cycle gas turbines (OCGT). The OCGTs will operate on
natural gas. While the units will be hydrogen-ready, diesel will be used as back-up fuel. The power station will have a
capacity of 660 megawatts.

Construction of the Power Station commenced on 29 March 2022. At the time of this IEA site preparation former
structures associated with the former aluminium smelter had been removed, remediation of contaminated soils and
earthworks, including leveling, foundations and temporary drainage works were completed. Construction activities have
progressed during the audit period and included the erection of administration and workshop buildings, tank farm, oil and
water separators and the switching station. Concrete base works for Turbines 1 and 2 are in progress. Some
components of power turbines had been installed such as the lower turbine casings. Two major over size/over mass
(OSOM) deliveries occurred during the audit period for two generator stators.
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1.2  Audit Objectives

The objectives of this Independent Environmental Audit, in accordance with the Post Approval Audit Guidelines, were to:

1.3

1.

Assess compliance against the conditions of the Project Approval.

Review all relevant post approval documentation required by the Project Approval(s) including an assessment
of the implementation of Environmental Management Plans and Sub-plans.

Review compliance against other environmental licences and approvals excluding any Environmental Protection
Licence issued under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997.

Review the environmental performance of the development including:

a. A high-level comparison of actual impacts against predicted impacts as documented in the

environmental impact assessment.

The physical extent of the development in comparison with the approved project boundaries.

Review of environmental incidents, non-compliances, and complaints relevant to the audit period.

d. Performance against any applicable environmental policy or environmental issue identified through
consultation with the relevant Regulatory Authorities.

e. Feedback received from DPE, other Agencies or Stakeholders including the community Consultative
Committee (or equivalent body if applicable) relating to environmental performance of the
development.

oo

Review of the status of non-compliances and recommendations made in the preceding Independent
Environmental Audit.

A high-level assessment of the adequacy of the Environmental Management Plans and Sub-plans required by
the Approval.

Review performance of the development against any other matters considered relevant by the auditor or the

Department, considering relevant regulatory requirements and legislation, knowledge of the development’s past
performance and comparison to industry best practices.

Audit Scope

The audit provides an assessment of the compliance of the project with the conditions of Project Approval 12590060 and
EPBC Approval 2021/8888. Note that no other relevant environmental licences or approvals were identified for this
development.

The scope of this audit was developed to meet the requirements of the New South Wales Department of Planning, and
Environment (DPE) Independent Audit Post Approval Guidelines May 2020 (as specified in the Approval). The audit
scope was therefore developed with consideration of:

Requirements of the Project Approval(s);

Relevant correspondence from DPE (provided by the Auditee);
Inputs provided by the Stakeholders consulted as part of this IEA,
Review of the findings of the previous IEA; and

The Auditor’s experience in relation to relevant industry practices.
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1.4  Audit Period

This audit of the construction phase of the project covers the period of 4 April 2023 to 11 October 2023.

1.5 Limitations of this Report

In preparing this Independent Environmental Audit Report, Barnett and May has assessed the activities appropriate and
necessary to evaluate the compliance status against the conditions contained in the Auditee’s Project Approval. Barnett
and May has addressed the general technical matters which might reasonably be considered to be relevant to such an
assessment.

The findings of this Independent Environmental Audit are based on observations of the site, interviews with personnel
nominated by the Auditee and review of the documentation provided by the Auditee. Barnett and May has relied on the
accuracy and completeness of the documentation and other information provided by the Auditee.

Barnett and May can only advise based on the information provided to them and therefore cannot dismiss the possibility
that compliance or environmental performance issues, other than those presented in the report existed at the time of this
Audit.

The audit findings presented in this report are professional opinions based solely upon Barnett and May’s visual
observations of the site, and upon Barnett and May’s interpretation of the documentation reviewed, interviews and
conversations with personnel nominated by the Auditee, as referenced in this report. These conclusions are intended
exclusively for the purposes stated herein, at the site listed, and for the project indicated. Opinions presented in this
report apply to the site’s conditions and features as they existed at the time of the audit, and those reasonably
foreseeable. They necessarily cannot apply to conditions and features which Barnett and May is unaware of and has not
had the opportunity to evaluate. This report does not, and does not purport to, give legal advice on the actual or potential
environmental liabilities of any individual or organisation.

ref: Hunter Valley Power Station Independent Environmental Audit October 2023 Rev 0 Final Page 3



2. Definitions

Acronyms
AQMP
ASS
BCA
BCS
BMP
ccs
CEMS
CAQMP
CNVMP
CPTMP
CWMP
DCCEEW
DECC
DPE

EA
EIS
EP&A
EPA
ER
ESD
HMP
IEA
ICNG
OEH
SHL
SSD
TINSW
VOC

Description

Air Quality Management Plan

Acid Sulphate Soils

Australian Building Codes

Biodiversity, Conservation and Science Directorate (DPE)
Biodiversity Management Plan

Community Consultation Strategy

Construction Environmental Management Strategy
Construction Air Quality Management Plan
Construction Noise and Vibration Management Plan
Construction Pedestrian and Traffic Management Plan

Construction Waste Management Plan

Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

Department of Environment and Climate Change (now DPE)

Department of Planning and Environment (formerly the Department of Planning,

Infrastructure and Environment)
Environmental Assessment
Environmental Impact Statement

Act Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979
NSW Environment Protection Authority
Environmental Representative
Ecological Sustainable Development
Heritage Management Plan

Independent Environmental Audit

EPA Interim Construction Noise Guideline
NSW Office of Environment and Heritage
Snowy Hydro Limited

State Significant Development

Transport for New South Wales

Volatile Organic Carbon
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3. Auditor Certification

Independent Audit Certification Form

Development Name Hunter Power Project

Application Number 12590060

Description of Development Gas Fired Power Station

Development Address 73 Dickson Road, Loxford, NSW

Proponent Snowy Hydro Ltd

Title of Audit Hunter Valley Power Station April 2023 Independent
Environmental Audit

| certify that | have undertaken the independent audit and prepared the contents of the attached independent
audit report and to the best of my knowledge:
e The audit has been undertaken in accordance with relevant approval condition(s) and in general accordance
with
the auditing standard AS/NZS ISO 19011:2011 and in general conformance with the DPE’s Independent Audlit
Post Approval Requirements (May 2020).
* The findings of the audit are reported truthfully, accurately and completely;
¢ | have exercised due diligence and professional judgement in conducting the audit;
¢ | have acted professionally, in an unbiased manner and did not allow undue influence to limit or over-ride
objectivity in conducting the audit;
e | am not related to any owner or operator of the development as an employer, business partner, employee,
sharing a common employer, having a contractual arrangement outside the audit, spouse, partner, sibling,
parent, or child;
¢ | do not have any pecuniary interest in the audited development, including where there is a reasonable
likelihood or expectation of financial gain or loss to me or to a person to whom | am closely related (i.e.
immediate family);
e Neither | nor my employer have provided consultancy services for the audited development that were
subject to this audit except as otherwise declared to the lead regulator prior to the audit; and
* | have not accepted, nor intend to accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit (apart from
fair payment) from any owner or operator of the development, their employees or any interested party. |
have not knowingly allowed, nor intend to allow my colleagues to do so.
Note.
a) The Independent Audit is an ‘environmental audit’ for the purposes of section 122B (2) of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. Section 122E provides that a person must not include
false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) an audit report produced to the
Minister in connection with an environmental audit if the person knows that the information is false or
misleading in a material respect. The maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, S1 million and
for an individual, $250,000.
b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
192G (Intention to defraud by false or misleading statement—maximum penalty 5 years imprisonment);
sections 307A, 307B and 307C (False or misleading applications/information/documents—maximum
penalty 2 years imprisonment or 522,000, or both).

Signature %ﬂ

Name of Lead/Principal Auditor Ken Holmes

Address 49 Coba Point, Berowra Waters, NSW
Email Address ken@baeckea.com.au

Auditor Certification (if relevant) Exemplar Global 14065

Date 05 December 2023
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3.1 Audit Details

Table 1 - Audit Details

Audit Title: Hunter Power Project —_2"‘7| Constructiorn Phase Independent
Environmental Audit
Site: Hunter Power Project
Client Contact: Angela van der Kroft
Position: Senior Environmental Advisor
Client: Snowy Hydro Limited
Client Address: Monaro Highway, Cooma, NSW 2630
Client Phone Number: 02 64532888
Client Email: angela.vanderkroft@snowyhydro.com.au
Auditor: Ken Holmes (Certified Lead Auditor)
Auditor’s Telephone: 0438 046 261
Auditor’s Email: ken@baeckea.com.au
Egrsrgis::r:ent: 25 September 2023
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4. Audit process

4.1 Audit Guidelines

This audit report has been prepared in accordance with the ‘Independent Audit Guideline, May 2020 as required by the
project approval and specifically with the audit frequency specified in that edition of the audit guidelines. For consistency
with current audit scopes, this audit also satisfies the general scope specified in the current edition of the DPE
Independent Audit Guidelines and the and requirements of the Independent Audit Guidelines May 2020 (DP&E, May
2020)

Table 2 lists key requirements from the Audit Guidelines, the relevant Section of the Guidelines which references the
requirement and indicates where each is addressed in this report.

Table 2 - Post Approval Audit Guidelines

Section Independent Audit Report Requirements Addressed
Version Control
1) the application number of the project; Section 3
1 2) each version or revision number of the report; Page iii
4 3) the date on which the report was prepared and issued to the Department; Page ii
and
4) the title and name of the person who certified the Independent Audit Secti 1
Report. ection 3.

4.2 Contents

Introduction — a brief overview of the audit including:
1) background of the project;

Section 1.1

2) the audit team (including qualifications and experience); Section 4.3.1 and

421 Appendix E
3) the objectives of the audit; Section 1.2
4) the audit scope; and Section 1.3
5) the temporal period covered by the audit. Section 1.4
Audit Methodology
1) documentation from the Planning Secretary agreeing to the auditor and Appendix C
any technical specialist(s);
2) how the audit scope was developed; Section 1.3
3) asummary of the audit process adopted to determine the compliance Section 4
status and assess if documents are adequate;
4.2.2 4) site personnel interviewed including their name and position title (and
including if access was not granted or possible with any required personnel | Section 4.5.3
and why);
5) details of site inspections undertaken (including any areas where access .
. ) Section 4.5.2
was not granted or possible and why);
6) asummary of the consultation undertaken; and Section 5
7) gnoecezjrxﬂlné;nst of compliance status descriptors used, as set out in this Section 4.6
Audit Findings
1) a list of the approvals and documents audited; Appendix A
2) asummary of the assessment of compliance i.e. comparison between the
423 total number of compliance requirements and any non-compliances Section 6.1
identified during the reporting period. Graphics can be used to summarise ’
project performance in relation to compliance requirements;
3) asummary of any notices, orders, penalty notices or prosecutions issued Section 7.3

in relation to the consent during the audit period;
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Section

Independent Audit Report Requirements

Addressed

4)

exception reporting of all non-compliances identified during the audit
period. Details must include the relevant consent condition, the condition
reference number, a unique non-compliance identification number, details
of the non-compliance and the auditor’'s recommended actions that are
proposed to be taken or have been taken to address the non-compliance;

Section 6.2

5)

a brief discussion or table of the status of actions arising from previous
audits and the progress or outcomes of each action. Details must include
the source of the action, reference (condition number), action proposed,
proposed completion date, the status (date completed, if relevant) and the
action complete.

Section 7.6

6)

a brief discussion of whether the Environmental Management Plans, Sub-
plans and compliance documents are adequate, implemented and whether
there are any opportunities for improvement;

Section 7.5

7)

a discussion of other matters considered relevant by the auditor or the
Department taking into account relevant regulatory requirements and
legislation and knowledge of the development’s past performance;

Section 7.9

8)

documentation of any feedback received as a result of consultation
undertaken with the Department, and other agencies or stakeholders
including the community and Community Consultative Committee for the
audit and the outcomes of this consultation;

Section 5

9)

a summary of complaints, and the adequacy of the response to, and
management of complaints;

Section 7.2

10) details of any incidents (including any enforcement action by any agency)

and the adequacy of the response to, and management of such incidents;

Section 7.1

11) an assessment of the compliance between actual and predicted impacts

documented in environmental impact assessment, including an
assessment of the physical extent of the development in comparison with
the approved boundary and any potential off-site impacts of the
development required under the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act 1979;

Section 7.8

12) evidence collected through site inspections undertaken during the audit;

Appendix A

13) evidence to support compliance assessment provided by the personnel

interviewed during the audit;

Appendix A

14) a brief discussion of any continual environmental management

improvement opportunities identified as part of the audit; and

Section 6.2

15) key strengths of the development’s environmental management and

performance identified by the auditor.

Section 7.4

424

Recommendations and opportunities for Improvement

Section 6.3

425

Appendices

1)

a completed Independent Audit Table with all relevant conditions of
consent, identifying each requirement, compliance status assessed,
documenting verified evidence and providing recommendations for any
non-compliance that is identified;

Appendix A

2)

a copy of documentation from the Planning Secretary agreeing to the
auditor and any technical specialist(s);

Appendix C

3)

documentation detailing consultation with the Department, and other
agencies or stakeholders including the community and Community
Consultative Committee;

Appendix D

4)

completed and signed Independent Audit Declaration Form(s);

Section 3

5)
6)

any reports prepared by the agreed technical specialist(s), as required; and
site inspection photographs.

Not required
Appendix B
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4.2 Overview

The audit process and methodology are summarised in this section, and comprised the following key undertakings:

e Preliminary planning activities;

e Review of information and preparation of a compliance register (audit protocol / checklist);
e Site inspection and interviews;

e Opening meeting;

e Review of relevant records;

e Review of additional information provided after the site inspection; and

e Preparation of this audit report.

4.3 Preliminary activities
Off-site planning for the site audit comprised:

e |[nitial discussions with client representative, to organise the site inspection and access to audit documentation;
e Update the audit compliance checklist;

e Completion of a project specific Risk Assessment;

e Review of online information;

e  Submission of a preliminary document / record request; and

e Consultation with relevant agencies.

4.3.1 Approval of audit teams

The client sought the Secretary’s endorsement for the audit team to undertake this Independent Environmental Audit.
The Secretary approved the appointment of the Auditor (Ken Holmes) on 10 February 2023 (Appendix C):

4.3.2 Consultation with Agencies

The Auditor consulted with the following agencies during the audit planning stage:
e Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPE)

e NSWEPA

e Cessnock City Council

Emails were initially sent to each of the above agencies advising them of the audit and the scope of the audit and inviting
them to provide comments/requirements or specific environmental issues they required the audit to target. Where no
response was provided by the nominated stakeholder organisation. Details of the responses from each group /
organisation are provided in Section 5 with the Auditor’s findings in relation to the issues raised in Section 7.9.

4.4 Information Review and Compliance Register

Prior to the site inspection the Auditor prepared a detailed audit checklist (spreadsheet) that was used to assess and
track compliance. This spreadsheet formed the basis of the compliance register presented in Appendix A of this report.
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45 Site audit

The site inspection component of the audit was undertaken on 11 October 2023.

451 Opening Meeting

The opening meeting was held and attended by the following personnel:
e Joe Hobbs - Health, Safety and Environmental Lead (SHL)
e Angela van der Kroft - Environmental Assurance Advisor (SHL)
e Cristina Lang — Environmental Advisor (UGL)
e Wayne Pagel — Environment Lead (APL) — audit observer

e Ken Holmes (Lead Auditor)
e Richard Peterson (Auditor)

Introductions were made, and the purpose and scope of the audit was outlined. An explanatory presentation was given
to summarise the overall audit process. That is, a site inspection, site interviews and detailed review of records to identify
compliance with the approval conditions relevant to the current operations at the site.

4.5.2 Site Inspections

The site inspection included observation of:

e  Site access and security;

e  Construction works;

e Equipment Laydown areas;
e Chemical Storage areas;

e \Waste storage areas; and

e Surface water management infrastructure.
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4.5.3 Site Interviews

Audit interviews comprised of a series of meetings with:

e Joe Hobbs - Health, Safety and Environmental Lead (SHL)
e Angela van der Kroft - Environmental Assurance Advisor (SHL); and

e Cristina Lang — Environmental Advisor (UGL)

454 Closing Meeting

The closing meeting was held at the completion of the site inspection and attended by the following personnel:

e Angela van der Kroft - Environmental Assurance Advisor (SHL);
e Ken Holmes (Lead Auditor)

e Richard Peterson (Auditor)
Preliminary audit findings were presented and tasks and timeline for completion of the audit agreed.

455 Document review

Compliance related documents that were not available prior to were requested to be provided following the audit. The
Auditee’s personnel assisted with the provision of documentation following the audit, through secure file transfer
mechanisms. The key documents reviewed during this audit are listed in the Compliance Registers against specific
conditions.
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4.6 Reporting

The compliance register was completed using notes and observations recorded during the site inspection / interviews
and review of appropriate documentation. The completed compliance register is presented in Appendix B. A summary
of the non-compliances identified during this audit are provided in Table 6. The audit criteria used to determine
compliance for this audit is defined in Table 3.

Table 3 - Compliance Assessment Matrix

Assessment

Complies

Non-Compliance

Not Triggered

Criteria

Compliance

The site complies with the requirements of applicable pre-operational Consent
Conditions.

A judgment made by an auditor that the activities undertaken, and the results achieved
fulfil the specified requirements of the audit criteria. While further improvements may still
be possible, the minimum requirements are being met.

Non-Compliance

Clear evidence has been collected to demonstrate the requirement has not been
complied with and is within the scope of the audit.

Site displays little or no evidence of compliance with the requirements of the regulatory
documentation.

Note: Where the auditor has not been able to collect enough verifiable evidence to
demonstrate that the intent and all elements of the requirement of the regulatory approval
have been complied with within the scope of the audit. In the absence of enough
verification, the auditor may in some instances be able to verify by other means (visual
inspection, personal communication, etc.) that a requirement has been met. In such a
situation, the requirement should still be assessed as not verified. As the condition
cannot be verified it is treated as a non-compliance.

Not Applicable / Not Triggered

The respective condition / requirement was not activated within the scope of the audit.

Noted

A statement or fact, where no assessment of compliance is required.
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Risk levels for each non-compliance identified have been assessed in accordance with Table 4.

Table 4 - Risk Assessment Matrix

Risk Level Description

Non-compliance with potential for significant environmental consequences, regardless of the
likelihood of occurrence.

Non-compliance with:

e potential for serious environmental consequences, but is unlikely to occur; or

Medium
e potential for moderate environmental consequences but is likely to occur.
Non-compliance with:
e potential for moderate environmental consequences, but is unlikely to occur; or
Low

e potential for low environmental consequences but is likely to occur.

Only to be applied where the non-compliance does not result in any risk of environmental harm

T s (e.g. submitting a report to government later than required under approval conditions).

non-compliance
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5. Stakeholder Consultation

Table 5 provides a summary of the Stakeholder Consultation undertaken by the Auditor.

Table 5 - Summary of Stakeholder Inputs

Department

NSW Department of
Planning, Industry
and Environment

Contact

Joel Fleming

Stakeholder Comments
Please take into consideration the following factors during the audit:

e Traffic Management Plan, in particular, updates made as a result of the modification to the project
approval (Laydown Areas and Construction Traffic), and how increased traffic (both light and heavy
vehicles) are monitored and managed as an accumulative impact with other projects in that area
(Kurri Kurri Lateral Pipeline and Hydro Remediation).

e Water Management Plan, in particular, the construction of sediment basins in accordance with the
Blue Book, and implementation and ongoing maintenance of erosion and sediment controls.

e Air Quality Management Plan, in particular, response to weather enhancing factors and
implementation of controls to eliminate airborne pollutants.

83?]230'( City Mark Manning Council did not provide a response to the Auditors request for consultation.
The EPA encourages independent compliance audit towards proponents improving their environmental
NSW EPA Bree Turkington performance. We do not provide input as our role is to set environmental objectives for

environmental/conservation management and manage outcomes.
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6. Statutory Compliance and Recommendations

Compliance with the Conditions of Consent have been reviewed by assessing compliance against the various
documentation related to project approval, as listed in section 2.2 of this report. The Compliance Register presented
in Appendix A provides a detailed review of the compliance status of the site, including recommendations to address
non-conformances.

6.1  Summary of Compliance Status

A summary of compliance with pre-operations statutory requirements is provided in Table 6 - Summary of Statutory
Compliance. The number of conditions include sub-clauses within each approval document.

Table 6 - Summary of Statutory Compliance

Approval/ No. of . Non- .
Licence Conditions Compliant Compliant Noted Not Triggered
Project

Approval 201 99 0 13 89

12590060

EPBC
2021/8888 15 7 0 1 7
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6.2 Non-Compliances and other recommendations

Non-compliances identified during the site inspection, interviews and document reviews are recorded in detail in the Compliance Registers in Appendix A and are
summarised in Table 7. Recommendations have been made to address all identified Non-Compliances and Observations (recommendations for improvement).

Table 7 - Statutory Non-Compliances and Observations

No. Condition Finding Recommendation Risk Level
Project Approval 12590060
DPE have granted SHL three extensions of time It is recommended that the
to 29 F 2024 finalise the Planni i
Within 6 months of the date of commencement of development (Aoresz:;u\f/irtyh ((.‘)our)'n;cicl) nlgta;r:setha‘te anair:-"ng Pla.mr?mg Agreement is finalised asa
under this approval, or other timeframe agreed by the Secretary, rginci al Agreement has beengreached and prlquty so that. no further e).(ten5|on
S2 A25 | the Proponent must enter into a Planning Agreement with P . .p g . - of time is required. The auditor Observation
Council: additional time is required to execute the notes that SHL have proactively
. . L agreement. taken steps to finalise the
(a) in accordance with Division 7.1 of Part 7 of the EP&A Act; and This is the third extension of time granted for agreement in consultation with
this condition. Council.

The continued focus and

SHL have engaged the services of a Certified
prioritization of the planning and

Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control

(CPESC) who (during the audit period) has maintenance of erosion and
prepared several progressive erosion and sediment controls focusing on
sediment control plans for the site. The CPESC e Early installation of final
) ) currently visits the site and undertakes landscaping/rehabilitation
Prior to the commencement of any construction the Proponent inspections on an as required basis, which is work and paved surfaces
must install and maintain suitable sediment and erosion controls approximately monthly. to provide effective
S3 B38 | onsite, in accordance with the relevant requirements of Managing Observation

Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction — Volume 2A Erosion and sediment control measures groundcover.

Installation of Services (DECC 2008). implemented include a site sediment basin and e  Ensuring effective
water treatment plant, rock lined drains, energy coverage of stockpiles
dissipators, sediment fences, stabilised site and batters

access roads and revegetated stockpiles. Erosion
and sediment controls were observed to be
operating effectively

. Maintenance of sediment
basin walls, inlets and

outlets to prevent scour
During the audit period there were no reported and damage to erosion
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No. Condition Finding Recommendation Risk Level
incidents relating to erosion or sediment laden and sediment controls
discharges from site. It is also recommended that the
While overall the erosion and sediment controls CPESC continues to be engaged
appear to be effective with improvement since throughout the project and visits
the previous audit, ongoing maintenance is the site at least quarterly to review
required to ensure their operational and update the plans and inspect
effectiveness until rehabilitation and permanent | the site to assess compliance with
works are complete. the plans and make any

recommendations to further
enhance water management and
erosion and sediment control
during the construction phase.
Prior to the commencement of the installation of the gas turbines, | While condition S3 B12 relates to the Conduct a pre-bushfire season
unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the Proponent must operational phase, the auditor notes that the readiness review to ensure the
prepare and submit to the satisfaction of the Secretary: project is entering a high-risk period for bushfire | project is fully equipped to prevent
A Fire Safety Study based on the detailed design of the with the Bushfire Danger PeriQd declared for f‘mc_j respond to any fire related
development. This study must cover the relevant aspects of the NSW on the 1st of OcFober. Given the incidents.
, . . heightened bushfire risks across NSW due to . -
Department’s Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory Paper No. 2, . ) Involve suitably qualified personnel
S3B12 increased fuel loads and the declaration of an El Observation

‘Fire Safety Study’ and the New South Wales Government’s Best
Practice Guidelines for Contaminated Water Retention and
Treatment Systems. The study must be prepared in consultation
with NSW Rural Fire Service to verify the required Asset Protection
Zone (APZ) in view of up to 14 MPa gas releases from the gas
receiving station. The study must also be submitted for the
approval of Fire and Rescue NSW.

Nino in September 2023

in the review as required. A record
of the review should be kept.
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7. Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements

This audit focused on the compliance requirements established by the Conditions of Approval. This section of the report
covers the specific requirements contained in the DPE Guidelines.

7.1 Summary of Environmental Incidents

During the audit period, three environmental incidents were recorded. The incidents were:

e Coolant leakage, (10 May 2023) — approximately 1L of coolant leaked from the radiator of the concrete pump

e Drill Mud Spill, (11 October 2023) — drilling mud material cleaned up and disposed of in a contaminated waste
disposal bag. A sample was collected and tested for Total Recoverable Hydrocarbons (TRH). The results of the
testing were below the Health Investigation Levels (HIL) for commercial and industrial premises.

e Hazardous Storage of Chemicals, (28 June 2023), hazardous chemicals were stored on pallets outside the
bunded area. Chemical containers were subsequently relocated and stored in a bund. No spillage of any
material occurred.

The incidents are relatively minor in nature with cleanup actions noted in the incident reports. None of the incidents
recorded resulted in a material environmental impact and therefore were not required to be reported to DPE or any other
Authority.

7.1.1  Incident Response Assessment

During this IEA the Auditor accessed the incident management system and reviewed the Incident Register. The system
implemented as documented in the EMS includes:

e Incident reporting;

e Implementation of immediate response actions;

e Incident investigation;

o Development of corrective and preventative actions;
e Reporting (internal and external); and

e Incident record management.

The Auditor sighted evidence that the incident management system is well understood and fully implemented.

7.2 Summary of Complaints

No complaints have been received by the Proponent over the Audit Period.

7.2.1  Compliant Management System Assessment

During this IEA the Auditor accessed the complaints management system. The system implemented as documented in
the EMS includes:

e  Complaint reporting;

e  Communication protocol (initial and on-going contact with complainants);
e Compliant investigation;

¢ Development of corrective and preventative actions (where appropriate);
e Reporting (internal and external); and

e  Complaint record management.

The system as described in the EMS is considered appropriate for the project.
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7.3 Summary of Notices

No compliance related notices, orders, penalty notices or prosecutions were issued to the project during the audit period:

7.4  Project Environmental Management System

The Hunter Power Project operates in accordance with the Environmental Management Strategy that was prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the Project Approval. The EMS, as documented, generally satisfies the intent of
ISO 14001.

The Auditor has concluded that the high degree of compliance identified in this audit indicates the Environmental
Management System is appropriate and is being implemented.

7.5 Implementation of the Environmental Management Plan and Sub-plans

The Conditions of Approval required the preparation and implementation of the following management plans for the
construction phase of the project:

e  Environmental Management Strategy
e Biodiversity Management

o  Water Management Plan

e  Cultural Heritage Management Plan

o Traffic Management Plan

o Waste Management Plan

e Air Quality Management Plan

e Noise and Vibration Management Plan

During the document review phase of the project the contents of each of the plans were reviewed and were found to
reflect the requirements of the Approval. the Plans and Programs adequately identified the relevant project risks and
proposed appropriate risk management controls.

ref: Hunter Valley Power Station Independent Environmental Audit October 2023 Rev 0 Final
Page 19



7.6  Status of Previous IEA Findings

Table 8 - Status of Previous Audit Findings

No.

Condition

Independent Audits of the development must be conducted

Finding

Administrative Non-compliance

Construction commenced 29 March 2022
and the audit was commissioned in

Recommendation

Ensure that all future audits are
commissioned and commenced

Status

Project Approval 12590060

Recommendation
Closed

This audit was

required under the conditions of this approval;

(iv) the proposed staging plans for the development if
the construction, operation or decommissioning of the
development is to be staged,;

(v) regular reporting on the environmental performance
of the development in accordance with the reporting

requirements in any plans or programs approved under

the conditions of this approval;

(vi) a comprehensive summary of the monitoring results

of the development, reported in accordance with the

iv. SHL does not plan to stage the
construction of the power station,
therefore no staging plans are
required

v. The EMS does not specify a
specific program for reporting on
environmental performance other than
the IEA requirements of the Approval
and monitoring results (vi below)

vi. Monthly monitoring summary and

2021) — (in accordance with ix).
This has been reported as a
non-compliance (refer to Table
6.1)

S5 ) ! ‘ ! August 2022 with a site inspection on 17 om r 1C issioned and
C15 | and carried out in accordance with the Independent Audit August 2022. The audit was not within the time frames specified | commissioned an
Post Approval Requirements (2020) or its latest version. issi ithi in the Independent Audit Post undertaken in.
commissioned or undertaken within 12
weeks of commencement of construction, | Approval Requirements (2020). accordance wﬂ? Lhe
in accordance with Independent Audit geoc?]l.(ljlirtieg?]ents of this
Post Approval Requirements (2020) ’
Before the commencement of construction until the Administrative Non-compliance
completion of all rehabilitation required under this approval, | The following documents / records were
the Proponent must: available on the project website at the
a) make the following information and documents (as | commencement of this [EA:
they are obtained, approved or as otherwise i, EIS
stipulated within the conditions of this approval) . )
publicly available on its website: ii.  Planning Approval (SSD )
. _ 12590060), the EPL 21627 and EPBC | However, it was noted by the
(ii) all current statutory approvals for the development; . . status of the project (Progress | closed
S5 ) iii. All plans and strategies required and Approvals) is not up to date . .
c20 (iii) all approved strategies, plans and programs by the Approval (most recent milestones are The project website has

been updated to include
a summary of the status
of the project.
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No. Condition Finding Recommendation Status
specifications in any conditions of this approval, or any noise monitoring results
approved plans and programs; vii. A summary of the current status
(vii) a summary of the current phase and progress of of the project (Progress and
the development; Approvals)
(viii) contact details to enquire about the development viii. Contact Details (Contact Tab)
or to make a complaint;
. . . ix. The complaints register was not
(ix) a complaints register, updated monthly; provided on the website.
(x) the Annual Reviews of the development; x. Annual Reviews are not required
(xi) audit reports prepared as part of any Independent by the Approval
Environmental Audit of the development and the . Th t IEA is the first
Proponent’s response to the recommendations in any X. e current IS the Tirs .
; . independent audit, therefore no audit
audit report; . -
reports were required at the time of
(xii) any other matter required by the Secretary; and this IEA.
xii. The Secretary has not requested
that any other matters be reported on
the website.
Observation
A plan has been prepared, endorsed by the Recommendation
ER and approved by DPE. Section 5.1 of Closed
the approved Water Management Plan ) .
provides mitigation and management \mﬁ 2u:c;tor ;‘ﬁigrowded
measures for erosion and sediment control updated ‘C):)IlEMP and
and water quality. Sections 16.1and 16.2 of the | Observed the
. . In addition to the overarching Water CEMP should be revised so recommended changes
Prior to the commencement of construction, unless the Management Plan, the project has that it is consistent with the were made. In addition,
B40 Secretary agrees otherwise, the Proponent must prepare a ’ requirements of the DPE the soil and water

Water Management Plan for the development to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.

implemented several other plans that
include mitigations for erosion and sediment
control and water quality. These include the
following:

e UGL’s Construction Environmental
Management Plan - a description
of the Surface Water Management
System and Erosion and Sediment
Controls are described in Sections
16.1 and 16.2

approved Water Management
Plan and the requirements of
the “Blue Book”.

management specialist
has been engaged by the
project to undertake
further site inspections to
ensure ongoing
compliance with the
Erosion and sediment
control plan and the “blue
book
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No.

Condition

Finding

Recommendation

Status

UGL HPP/KNSS Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan.

Lot 3B Erosion and Sediment
Control Plan

UGL Groundwater and Dewatering
Management Subplan

Progressive erosion and sediment
control plans for Earthworks and
Stormwater outlet

The previous audit (April 2023) observed:

Inconsistencies between the
measures documented in the
CEMP and the DPE approved
Water Management Plan that has
been approved by DPE

Areas where mitigation measures
in the CEMP do not meet the
requirements of the “Blue Book”
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7.7 Specialist Auditor Reports

No specialist auditor reports were required as part of this audit.

7.8 Environmental Impacts

The assessment of construction impacts against those predicted in the Environmental Impact Assessment, prepared by
Ethos Urban (28 October 2018), are summarised in Table 9.

Table 9 - Predicted vs Actual Impacts

Category

Predicted Impact

Actual Impacts to Date

Biodiversity

Proposal would result in the direct removal of some
native vegetation. The estimated native vegetation
clearing is approximately 1.54 ha consisting of the
following:

Parramatta Red Gum — Narrow-leaved Apple —
Prickly-leaved Paperbark shrubby woodland in the
Cessnock-

e  Kurri Kurri area (PCT 1633) — 1.49 ha
e Typha rushland (PCT 1737) — 0.05 ha.

One Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) listed
under the BC Act would be impacted by the
Proposal:

e Parramatta Red Gum — Narrow-leaved
Apple — Prickly-leaved Paperbark shrubby
woodland in the Cessnock- Kurri Kurri area
(PCT 1633) — 1.49 ha.

The clearing to date resulted in the removal
of slightly less vegetation than proposed in
the EIS.

Aquatic
Biology

The Proposal is unlikely to result in a significant
impact as no channel works are proposed and as no
significant impacts to water quality or hydrology are
predicted.

The earthworks associated with the
proposal were substantially complete with
robust erosion and sediment controls and
chemical storage facilities in place. There
were no reported chemical spills or water
releases during the audit period that would
result in an impact to aquatic ecology.

Surface Water

The following potential impacts were identified:
e Erosion of soils and sedimentation of waterways

e Reduced water quality from elevated turbidity,
increased nutrients and other contaminants
associated with construction (ie. heavy metals
which are bound to sediment or fuels, oils and
grease from accidental spills)

e Smothering of aquatic organisms from increased
sediments and associated low dissolved oxygen
levels

e Potential increased occurrence of algal blooms
associated with reduced water quality

e Migration of litter off-site

e Contamination due to accidental leaks or spills of
chemicals and fuels.

No material surface water impacts have
been identified during the audit period.

Groundwater

The groundwater impact assessment (see Chapter
12) does not predict any measurable changes in

No impacts on groundwater have been
identified.
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Category Predicted Impact Actual Impacts to Date

groundwater levels or flows beyond the Proposal
Site, and therefore impacts to GDE are not predicted.

Most impacts that would result from the Proposal are
located within already disturbed and impacted areas | No heritage artifacts have been identified

Herit and the Proposal is unlikely to further harm during the excavation works. No unexpected
ertage Aboriginal objects, if present. heritage finds were discovered during the
No known or listed non-Aboriginal heritage items audit period

have been identified within or near the Proposal Site.

The following potential impacts could occur during
construction of the Proposal:

¢ Risks associated with soil erosion during the
earthworks associated with site regrading, the
stormwater basin, foundation excavation and No significant erosion or sediment control
services installation issues have been reported during the audit
period. No incidents relating to fuel or
chemical management have been reported
during the audit period.

Soil
Contamination | e Construction of the Proposal would also involve
the storage, treatment or handling of fuels,
chemicals, building materials, wastes and other
potential contaminants. Potential for chemical
and fuel spills during construction may result in
localised contamination of soils and/or
groundwater.

The construction phases which were predicted to
result in the highest noise levels at the nearest
sensitive receiver are the initial site earthworks, and
the surfacing works (i.e. Phases 1 and 8). These
works would result in noise levels of 51 dB(A) and 49
dB(A) at the nearest residential receiver,
respectively.

Construction
Noise

No noise or vibration related complaints
have been received during the audit period.

Construction of the Proposal would generate fugitive
emissions in the form of:

e Dust from handling of soils and exposed
excavations, including the site excavations for
the gas turbine facility and switchyard,
construction of on-site access roads, overall site
grading activities and vehicle movements

No air quality related complaints have been
received during the audit period. No air
quality impacts from construction have been
identified.

Construction
Air Quality

e Emissions generated by combustion of fuel from
construction plant including small volumes of
particulates, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide,
hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides.

Additional construction vehicle movements generated
by the Proposal are not expected have a large impact
on the operation of the Hart Road interchange. The
interchange currently carries low traffic volumes and

] has spare capacity to accommodate additional o ) o
Traffic and construction traffic. No traffic impacts exceeding the predictions

access . ) in the EIS have been identified.
No impacts to road access are expected as no public

roads are proposed to be closed during construction
of the Proposal. Existing access to surrounding land
uses and for emergency vehicles would be
maintained throughout construction works.

7.8.1  Extent of Project Operations

The original Environmental Assessment and modifications defined the proposed project boundaries. A review of current
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aerial imagery (Google Maps) and the Auditor’'s observations during the site inspection found that the construction works
are confined to the approved site boundaries,

An equipment laydown (known as Precinct 3B) that is outside the previously approved site boundary has now been
incorporated int the area covered by the Infrastructure Approval with the approval of Modification # 1 on the 1 March
2023.

The laydown area is located within the area known as Precinct 3B. That land is owned by Hydro Aluminum. The Kurri
Regrowth project holds access rights to the area as part of their development of the site.

SHL has a license in place with Regrowth who in turn have a license with Hydro. The SHL license with Regrowth is for
the Permitted Use - Construction lay down area including parking for light and heavy vehicles, haulage, and hard
standing area (including the temporary storage of construction materials, spares and equipment). In cooperation with
Hydro Aluminum, Regrowth provides a construction access road for SHL that does not interfere with the Hydro boom
gate and weigh bridge on Hart Road.

SHL prepared a Consistency Assessment to determine if the use of the laydown area is consistent with the current
Project Approvals. The Consistency Assessment was endorsed by the Environmental Representative on 21 July 2022.
The use of the laydown area was assessed as being consistent with the Regrowth / Hydro development Project
Approvals (Demolition and Remediation works) and their EPL for stormwater discharge. As noted above, Modification #1
has now been approved and the consistency assessment has been superseded.

During the audit period an additional Consistency Assessment has been prepared for the construction of a permanent
stormwater discharge channel. The Consistency Assessment was endorsed by the ER on the 18" of September 2023
and submitted to DPE for approval. At the time of the audit, DPE approval had not been obtained.

The Auditor considers that the use of an off-site temporary construction material storage area and the construction of a
permanent stormwater channel that is appropriately licensed and consistent with the planning approvals for that area
does not conflict with the Hunter Power Project Planning Approval.

7.9 Other Matters

As outlined in Section 5, when developing the audit scope, the auditor consulted with a number of stakeholders. These
stakeholders, their comments and the auditors response to issues raised are presented below in Table 10.

Table 10 — Stakeholder Issues and Auditor Response

Stakeholder Issues Auditor Response

Department of Planning and Environment

e The Traffic Management Plan was updated on the
3rd of April 2023 to address changes due to
modification # 1 including:

o Addition of OSOM transport plan

e Traffic Management Plan, in particular, updates made o Increase in light vehicle numbers to
as a result of the modification to the project approval align with modification # 1
(Laydown Areas and Construction Traffic), and how

\ i ) ’ e The TMP was reviewed and endorsed by the ER on
increased traffic (both light and heavy vehicles) are the 6th of April 2023. In undertaking the review,

monitored and managed as an accumulative impact both Cessnock Council and Transport for NSW
with other projects in that area (Kurri Kurri Lateral were consulted

Pipeline and Hydro Remediation).
e SHL monitor vehicles entering and leaving the site
at the main entry gates and undertake monthly

surveys to identify site traffic using the Hunter
Valley Expressway Overpass for Kurri Kurri —
Hedon Greta. These surveys are completed in
accordance with the revised Traffic Management
Plan
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Stakeholder Issues Auditor Response

e The auditor is not aware of a requirement to

monitor for cumulative impacts from other projects,
however the auditor notes that SHL are aware of
the other projects traffic movements and noted
there are not any conflicts that would result in
unacceptable cumulative impacts. Regular interface
meetings are held with these projects which provide
a forum to discuss and resolve any traffic co-
ordination or cumulative impacts

o Water Management Plan, in particular, the construction
of sediment basins in accordance with the Blue Book,
and implementation and ongoing maintenance of
erosion and sediment controls.

One sediment basin has been installed on site.
Weekly checks are undertaken by the UGL
environment manager on both the sediment basin
and the other erosion and sediment controls
implemented on site

SHL have retained the services of a CPESC to
inspect the erosion and sediment controls and the
sediment basin on an as required basis. At this
current stage of the project the CPESC visits the
site monthly

Although not explicitly required by the Planning
Consent, the Independent environmental
representative undertakes monthly site inspections
that includes the operation and maintenance of
erosion and sediment controls. A report is prepared
detailing actions to be undertaken to ensure
ongoing compliance with “blue Book” requirements.
Weekly checks are also undertaken by the site
environmental representative.

¢ Air Quality Management Plan, in particular, response to
weather enhancing factors and implementation of
controls to eliminate airborne pollutants.

The main airborne pollutant on site is dust, which is
generally caused by site vehicle movements,
earthworks and spoil handling activities. Controls
implemented include a water cart to suppress dust
on internal access roads, progressive stabilisation
of stockpiles, provision of hardstand materials and
geofabric to cover exposed surfaces. Vehicle speed
is also restricted on site to minimise dust

Stop Work procedures are in place if excessive
dust is generated during hot/dry and windy
conditions. SHL noted there was one instance
where works were temporarily ceased during hot
and windy conditions.

Cessnock Council

towards proponents improving their environmental
performance. We do not provide input as our role is to set
environmental objectives for environmental/conservation
management and manage outcomes.

® No response received N/A
NSW Environment Protection Authority
The EPA encourages independent compliance audit Noted.
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Compliance Table

Appendix A
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Project Approval 12590060

Condition Documents Reviewed Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation
In addition to meeting the specific
performance criteria established under this
approval, the Proponent must implement all All reasonable and feasible measures
Obligation to feasible and reasonable measures to prevent, were observed during the audit site
S2 Al Minimise harm to | and if prevention is not feasible and inspection with documented evidence Noted
the Environment | reasonable, minimise any material harm to the provided to demonstrate their
environment that may result from the effective implementation.
construction, operation, decommissioning or
rehabilitation required under this approval.
The Proponent must carry out the The assessment of compliance in
Development in accordance with the: relation to this approval has been
a. EIS; undertaken against the requirements
of the consolidated approval and is
presented in detail below.
Assessments are undertaken of
activities to ensure they are consistent
Hunter Power Project, Consistency Assessment with the EIS and the project conditions
Report, Permanent stormwater discharge of consent. One consistency
channel, September 2023 assessment was prepared during the
audit period (for the permanent
DPE Portal Post Approval Form, 202309031249 stormwater discharge channel), and
DPE Project website - Hunter Power Project this was reviewed and endorsed by the
(Kurri Kurri Power Station) | Planning Portal - ER prior to submission to DPE for Noted
Department of Planning and Environment approval. One modification — MOD 1
(nsw.gov.au) has been approved (for the temporary
extension of the project site boundary
Terms of for construction activities and
S2A2 Approval increased construction vehicle
movements). A second modification
(MOD 2) has been submitted to DPE for
the installation and operation of a
temporary worker accommodation
facility.
SHL Environmental Assurance No directions related to the
b. Inaccordance with all written directions of Advisor — no directions have been construction phase of the have been .
: B . . . Not Triggered
the Secretary; and issued to Snowy hydro during the issued to Snowy hydro during the audit
audit period. period.
. . The location of the workshop and
c. site plan and building elevation drawings Admlnlstratlo_n :and administration buildings is generally .
at Appendix 1 and Appendix 6 workshop buildings ha_ve consistent with the site plan shown in Complies
commenced construction. . :
Appendix 1 and Appendix 6.
If there is any inconsistency between the
documents in condition A2 above, the most
$2 A3 Terms of rece'nt doc_ument must prevail to the ('e)'(tent of Noted
Approval the inconsistency. However, the conditions of
this approval prevail to the extent of any
inconsistency.
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Project Approval 12590060

Condition Documents Reviewed Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation
The Proponent must comply with any
reasonable requirement/s of the Secretary SHL Environmental Assurance
arising from the Department’s assessment of: Advisor — no directions have been
- } Not Triggered
a) any reports, plans, strategies, programs issued to Snowy hydro during the
or correspondence that are submitted in audit period.
accordance with this consent; and
Letter from DPE (H Watters) to SHL (I Strachan)
Hunter Power Project (SSI-12590060)2022
Independent Environmental Audit - Request
for Additional Information dated 14 March
b) any reports, reviews or audits 2023. SHL Environmental Assurance
Terms of o . . . . . . . . .
S2 A4 | undertaken or commissioned by the 2022 Independent Environmental Audit, Advisor — no directions have been No written directions have been issued Not Trigeered
Approva Department regarding compliance with Barnett, and May 28 March 2023 issued to Snowy hydro during the by DPE €8
this approval; and audit period.
2023 Independent Environmental Audit,
Barnett and May, 30 May 2023
. . . SHL Environmental Assurance
c) theimplementation of any actions or . . .
. ) Advisor — no directions have been .
measures contained in these . } Not Triggered
issued to Snowy hydro during the
documents. S ;
audit period.
DPE approved the submission of
management plans in two stages,
construction, and operations. The
Any document that must be submitted within a Auditor sighted DPE appr.oval letters
timeframe specified in or under the terms of for each of the construction stage plans
. . L Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I required under this Approval.
this approval may be submitted within a later . . “ .
Terms of . . . Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- . . .
S2 A5 timeframe agreed with the Secretary. This -, Extensions of time have been granted Complies
Approval . . . 1290060) Management Plan Staging”, dated 22 o
condition does not apply to the immediate from DPE for several conditions
. I S December 2021. . . .
written notification required in respect of an including the Voluntary Planning
incident under condition C6. Agreement with Council (A5) and the
installation of meteorological
equipment (B26)
Letter from DPE (H Watters) to SHL (I Smith)
titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-1290060)
Notification of commencement of
Thi Lwill | i fter th construction”, dated 4 April 2022.
'S approv_a VYI . ApSe TIVe years atter the . SHL Environmental Assurance Construction works were Construction of the project has
date on which it is granted unless construction . . - .
S2 A6 Lapse of Approval has physically commenced on or before that Advisor — construction works well advanced at the time commenced and were well advanced Not Triggered
timep ¥ 4 commenced on 29 March 2022. of the site inspection. at the time of the audit.
The description of the proposed power
The.deveIFmeent must be a dual.fuezl power SHL.EnvironmentaI Assur.anc.e station provided on the Snowy Hydro
Limits on stétlon using natural gas and/or liquid fuel https://www.snowyhvdro.com.au/hunter- Adv.|50r —the power station is website is for a 660-megawatt dual fuel _
S2 A7 (diesel) and shall comprise of two open cycle - designed to operate on both tati Complies
Approval . . . power-project/ . power station.
gas turbine power plants with a total nominal natural gas (primary fuel) and o ]
output capacity of up to 750 megawatts. diesel (backup fuel). These criteria were confirmed by the
SHL Environmental Assurance Advisor
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Project Approval 12590060

Condition Documents Reviewed Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation
Fuel burni i t t not b ted . .
- tie! Burning equipmen m.us no (.eopera € Operations of the power station have
Limits on for the purpose of generating electrical power . e .
S2 A8 . . not commenced. This condition has Not Triggered
Operations at the premises for more than 1,100 .
. not yet been triggered.
cumulative hours per calendar year.
Fuel i i t t not fi
. .ue burning equipment mus no. be fired .on Operations of the power station have
Limits on diesel for the purpose of generating electrical . e .
S2 A9 . . not commenced. This condition has Not Triggered
Operations power at the premises for more than 175 .
. not yet been triggered.
cumulative hours per calendar year.
Diesel fuel used in the power station must
Limits on comply with the Australian Government’s Fuel Operations of the power station have
S2 A10 Operations Quality Standards (Automotive Diesel) not commenced. This condition has Not Triggered
P Determination 2019 made under the Fuel not yet been triggered.
Quality Standards Act 2000.
The Proponent is permitted to exceed the
maximum hours specified in A8 and A9 in the
event that operation, or continued operation,
is required if:
(a) the AEMO, or a person authorised by
AEMO, directs the Proponent, under the ) )
Limits on National Electricity Law and the National Operations of the power station have )
S2 A1l Operations Electricity Rules, to take relevant actions to not commence.d. This condition has Not Triggered
maintain or restore the security or reliability of not yet been triggered.
the electricity network;
(b) the relevant AEMO direction referred to
above remains in force; and
(c) the Proponent takes all practical measures
to prevent or minimise air pollution.
The P t t notify th t .
- € rroponent mus nc') |_y € Secretary and Operations of the power station have
S2 A12 Limits on the EPA of any and all limit exceedances of not commenced. This condition has Not Triggered
Operations conditions A8 to A10 or activation of condition o €8
not yet been triggered.
Al1l.
) Copies of the Planning Approval, EPL
The P'roponent must ensure tha't all licences, and EPBC approval were in place. No
per'mlts_ and approv'als are obtained and' other environmental license or
T‘alr;talnled as required thc:ougho::t;he life of | Planning Approval $51-12590060 approval is required for the
the development. No condition of this approva construction of the ;
. . . project.
Statutor removes the obligation for the Proponent to Environment Protection Licence No. 21627 . o .
S2 A13 Re uireme\:ns obtain, renew or comply with such licences, EPBC 2021/8888 The project website includes copies of Complies
q permits or approvals. The Proponent must Documents - Snowy Hydro the Commonwealth C_ontrol!e_d Action
ensure that a copy of this approval and all appr.o.val and the EP.L n ac?dltlon to EPL
relevant environmental approvals are available speaffc doct{ments including the
on the site at all times during the life of the Pollution Incident Response
development. Management Plan and environmental
monitoring data.
For the purpose of section198 of the EP&A
$2 A14 Statutory Regulation, the relevant provisions, as defined
Requirements in section 198(1) of the EP&A Regulation, apply
to this approval.
At least t k ior to th ’ i
east two weeks prior to the - Letter from DPE (H Watters) to SHL (I Smith) . DPE’s letter of 4 April 2022
commencement of the following activities, titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-1290060) SHL Environmental Assurance acknowledged SHL's original
S2 A15 Notification unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the ) Advisor — construction works Complies

Proponent must notify the Department in
writing of the date of commencement of:

Notification of commencement of
construction”, dated 4 April 2022.

commenced on 29 March 2022.

notification (7 February 2022) of
commencement of construction on or
after 23 February 2022. The letter also
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Condition

a) construction of the development;

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

acknowledges SHL's updated advice
(28 March 2022) that construction start
was to start on 29 March 2022.

b) commissioning of the gas power station;

Not Triggered

Operations of the power station have
not commenced. This condition has
not yet been triggered.

Compliance Finding

Not Triggered

Recommendation

c) operations; and

Not Triggered

Operations of the power station have
not commenced. This condition has
not yet been triggered.

Not Triggered

d) the decommissioning of the development
and rehabilitation of the site.

Not Triggered

Operations of the power station have
not commenced. This condition has
not yet been triggered.

The Proponent must ensure that all new
buildings and structures, and any alterations or

The Admin Building has been
designed by AECOM in
accordance with BCA

Construction of the

The Admin Building has been designed
by AECOM in accordance with BCA

tructural . - S . i ts. Philip Chun h inistrati ilding h i ts. Philip Chun h
S2 A16 Structura additions to existing buildings and structures, Internal SHL email dated 28/11/23 requirements. Fhip L.m. s administration bui d.mg 3 | requirements |.|p. un as been
Adequacy . . been engaged as the building commenced at the time of engaged as the building certifier who
are constructed in accordance with the o L I . P . oo
. certifier who will issue the the audit site inspection will issue the occupation certificate for
relevant requirements of the BCA. . - - .
occupation certificate for the the building once it is complete.
building once it is complete.
SHL Environmental Assurance One minor demolition was undertaken
Advisor — One small shed near during the initial audit period (a small
The Proponent must ensure that all demolition . " the western boundary of the site shed). The Auditor sighted the
. . . . Letter (quotation) from Watson Demolition . . . L
" work is carried out in accordance with . " " . was demolished. This was quotation by the demolition company
S2 A17 Demolition . titled “Demolition of workshop and office .
Australian Standard AS 2601:2001: The building — Kurri Hvdro” dated 21 Aoril 2022 arranged by Robsons who that acknowledged the requirement to
Demolition of Structures, or its latest version. g y P ’ engaged Watson Demolition. The meet the requirements of AS
works were undertaken as per 2601:2001. No further demolition was
AS2601. undertaken during this audit period.
Two incidents occurred on the 17 June
2023 during an Oversize/OverMass
delivery from Newcastle Port.
Incident Register Thie first incident occurred when the
. . load scraped the underside of a bridge
Complaints Register while passing underneath it.
SHL Event report (event ID EV004870) dated SHL_Enwronmgnt.aI Assurance
The Proponent must: 17/6/23 Advisor — two incidents have Very minor damage to the concrete
Protection of ) ] occurred during the audit period bridge structure occurred
S2 A18 Public a) re_pslr, or_p‘ay the full CT-St? afssouated SHL Event report (event ID EV004871) dated involving an Oversize/Over Mass (approximately the size of a five cent
Infrastructure with repairing, any public infrastructure | 17/6/23 delivery. The incidents resulted in

that is damaged by the project.

Photographic Records (Bridge IMG 0776, 2051
2053)

Photographic Records (Sign IMG 0104, 106,
107)

very minor damage to a concrete
bridge and damage to a road sign

piece).

A separate incident occurred when

during the same oversize Over mass
delivery clipped a road sign causing
damage .

Both incidents were reported to
TfNSW. As TFNSW have not requested
payment, this condition has not been
triggered.

Not Triggered

Complies

Complies

Not Triggered
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Condition
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Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

b) relocate, or pay the full costs associated
with relocating, any public infrastructure
that needs to be relocated as a result of
the project.

Health, Safety and Environment
Lead — public infrastructure has
required relocation due to the
project

No public infrastructure has required

relocation due to the project

Operation of

The Proponent must ensure that all plant and
equipment used on the site is:

a) maintained in a proper and efficient
condition.

o ACW 14T Pre-start and service record
o ACW 350 TIP Pre-start and service record
o ACW AL80 SW Pre-start and service record

e Alfassi Hire TH70 — pre start and service
record

e Symal Roller SS9308 Pre-start with faults and
defects

e Wheeler crans and service 130T prestart

e Bridge and Civil, plant daily inspection fault
reports (various)

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — UGL have been
commissioned as construction
contractor and are responsible
for maintaining their own
equipment on site

All plant and equipment
observed was operational
and appeared to be
appropriately maintained.
Construction works were
being undertaken by UGL at
the time of the IEA.

Records of inspections and

maintenance covering the audit period
were sighted by the Auditor. Plant and

equipment sighted during the audit

were operational and appeared to be

good condition.

S2 A19 Plant and
Equipment ® ACW 14T Pre-start and service record
e ACW 350 TIP Pre-start and service record
o ACW ALB0OSW Pre-start and service record Allol g
. plant and equipment . .
o Alfassi Hire TH70 — pre start and service SHL Environmental Assurance observed was operational Records of inspections and
d Advisor — UGL have been maintenance covering the audit period
recor . ) and appeared to be ; .
. Ffici commissioned as construction iatel intained were sighted by the Auditor. Plant and
b)  operated in a proper and efficient manner. Symal Roller SS9308 Pre-start with faults and | contractor and are responsible appropriately maintained. equipment sighted during the audit
defects . . Construction works were .
for the maintenance of their own . were operational and appeared to be
. being undertaken by UGL at .
eWheeler crans and service 130T prestart equipment. the time of the IEA. good condition.
e Bridge and Civil, plant daily inspection fault
reports (various)
. . A | for th int t of th
Prior to commencing the development, an Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I Esa:zﬁ;ezrtal ::p::;:‘ngtese?ande
Environmental environmental representative (ER) must be Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- P . .
S2 A20 . . . alternates) was provided by DPE in
Representative approved by the Secretary and engaged by the | 1290060) Environmental Representative December 2021. three months prior to
Proponent. Approval”, dated 22 December 2021. commencement’ of constructio:
A | for th int t of th
, Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I pRrova Or The appoin me'n orthe
Environmental The Secretary’s approval of an ER must be Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- Environmental Representative (and
S2 A21 sought no later than one (1) week before alternates) was provided by DPE in

Representative

commencing the development.

1290060) Environmental Representative
Approval”, dated 22 December 2021.

December 2021, three months prior to

commencement of construction.

Not Triggered

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies
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Environmental

Condition

The proposed ER must be a suitably qualified
and experienced person who was not involved
in the preparation of the documents listed in
condition A2 and is independent from the
design and construction of the development.

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Curriculum Vitae — G Byrnes / B McLennan /J
Robertson

Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

The Environmental Representative
(and alternates) have been reviewed

S2 A22 . . . .
Representative | The ER must meet only the requirements set Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- and are appropriately qualified and
outin sections 2.2, 2.3, 2.4 and 3 in the 1290060) Environmental Representative experienced.
Environmental Representative Protocol Approval”, dated 22 December 2021.
(Department of Planning and Environment,
October 2018).
Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan)
dated “Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Approved Version 4 “ dated
29 May 2023
Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan)
. . titled “Construction Environmental
From commencing the development, until .
. . . Management Strategy Approved Version 2 (10
commencing operation, or as agreed with the May 2023) “ dated 20 May 2023
Secretary, the approved ER must: ay )* date ay
a) review the documents identified in L.etter from HBI (G.Byrne? to SHL (I Strach:’:m) Correspondence from the ER to SHL
conditions B5, B8, B12, B13, B19, B29, B33, | titled “Hunter Power Project Cultural Heritage endorsing the documents specified in
B40, B43, B48 and C1 and any other Management Plan Approved Version 3 (10 Ma & P
o - e g PP \ this Condition. The Auditor notes that
documents that are identified by the 2023) “ dated 29 May 2023 .
: Environmental Representative the documents referred to in
Secretary, to ensure they are consistent " .
A ) - ) (telephone interview (23 October Conditions B8, B12, B13, B19 (this
with requirements in or under this s
. Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan) 2023) — the ER undertakes report has however been finalised but
approval and if so: . “ .
) titled “Hunter Power Project Water monthly inspections and provides not yet endorsed by the ER), and B29
$2 A23 Environmental (i) make a written statement to this effect | Management Plan Approved Version 2 (10 May | ap, inspection report. The ER has have not yet been triggered.

Representative

before submission of such documents to
the Secretary (if those documents are
required to be approved by the Secretary);
or

(ii) make a written statement to this effect
before the implementation of such
documents (if those documents are
required to be submitted to the
Department for information or are not
required to be submitted to the
Department);

2023) “ dated 29 May 2023

Email from DPE to SHL (I.Smith) titled “Hunter
Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station) —
Revision of Management Plans — Mod 1) dated
6/6/12

been involved in the review of
documents throughout the audit
period in accordance with this
condition

Documents reviewed by the ER during
the audit period include the
Biodiversity Management Plan,
Construction Environmental
Management Strategy, Cultural
Heritage Management Plan and the
Water Management Plan.

Compliance Finding

Complies

Complies

Recommendation
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Condition
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Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

b) as may be requested by the Secretary,
assist the Department in the resolution of
community complaints; and

Environmental Representative
(telephone interview (23 October
2023) — DPE did not request the
ER to assist in the resolution of
any community complaints
during the audit period.

DPE did not request the ER to assist in
the resolution of any community
complaints during the audit period.

c) consider any minor amendments to be
made to the plans / strategies in
conditions B5, B8, B12, B13, B19, B29, B33,
B40, B43, B48 and C1 that involve
updating or are of an administrative
nature and do not increase impacts to
nearby sensitive receivers, and ensure
they are consistent with the terms of this
approval and, if satisfied such amendment
is necessary, approve the amendment.
This does not include any modifications to
the terms of this approval.

Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan)
dated “Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Approved Version 4 “ dated
29 May 2023

Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan)
titled “Construction Environmental
Management Strategy Approved Version 2 (10
May 2023) “ dated 29 May 2023

Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan)
titled “Hunter Power Project Cultural Heritage
Management Plan Approved Version 3 (10 May
2023) “ dated 29 May 2023

Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (I Strachan)
titled “Hunter Power Project Water
Management Plan Approved Version 2 (10 May
2023) “ dated 29 May 2023

Hunter Power Project, Consistency Assessment
Report - Permanent stormwater discharge
channel, September 2023

Letter from HBI (G.Byrne) to SHL (A.Van Der
Kroft) titled “Hunter Power Project:
Consistency Assessment Report — Permanent
Stormwater Discharge Channel (14 September
2023)” dated 18 September 2023

Documents reviewed by the ER during
the audit period include the
Biodiversity Management Plan,
Construction Environmental
Management Strategy, Cultural
Heritage Management Plan, and the
Water Management Plan.

A consistency assessment for the
location of the permanent discharge
channel was reviewed and approved by
the ER on 18 September 2023.

S2 A24

Environmental
Representative

The Proponent must provide the ER with all
documentation requested by the ER in order
for the ER to perform their functions specified
in condition A23, as well as the complaints
register for any complaints received (on the
day they are received)

Environmental Representative
(telephone interview (23 October
2023) — SHL provided the ER with
all information required by the ER
to allow them to perform their
functions under this Approval.

SHL provided the ER with all
information required by the ER to allow
them to perform their functions under
this Approval.

The ER inspects the site on a monthly
meeting and chairs a meeting attended
by representatives of SHL. The site
inspection and meeting provide a
forum for the ER to discuss issues,
complaints, and information
requirements to enable them to
perform their functions in accordance
with condition A23.

Compliance Finding

Not Triggered

Complies

Complies

Recommendation
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S3 A25

Planning
Agreement

Condition

Within 6 months of the date of
commencement of development under this
approval, or other timeframe agreed by the

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Environmental Representative
Approval”, dated 22 December 2021.

Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donohue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) Planning Agreement - Extension of
Time” dated 21 June 2022

Letter from SHL (Mukul Bokil) to DPE (Jack
Turner) titled, “Condition A25 — amendment of
Planning Agreement timeframe” dated 13
December 2022

Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donoghue) to SHL

Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations

Assessment

On 29 August 2023, DPE approved an
extension of time for the finalisation of
the planning agreement till the 29

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

It is recommended
that the Planning
Agreement is finalised
as a priority so that
no further extension
of time is required.
The Auditor

Secretary, the Proponent must enter into a o " . Not Triggered
Planning Agreement with Council: (Mukl_.ll Bokil) titled “Extension Reqult’est for February 2024. acknowledges SHL are
. ith Divisi ¢ ¢ Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)" dated 17 This is the third extension of time taking reasonable and
iz!:;gc(c::iin;sdwn Division 7.1 of Part 7 o December 2022 granted for this condition. proactive steps to
’ DPE Post Approval form 20221212235906 finalise the
agreement in
Email from DPE to SHL (I. Smith) titled “Hunter consultation with
Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station - Council.
Planning Agreement Extension of Time” dated
30 August 2023
Letter from DPE (G.Lucas) to SHL (D.Young)
titled “Extension Request to enter into
Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)” dated 30
August 2023
Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Environmental Representative
Approval”, dated 22 December 2021.
Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donohue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) Planning Agreement - Extension of Itis recommended
Time” dated 21 June 2022 that the Planning
Agreement is finalised
Letter from SHL (Mukul Bokil) to DPE (Jack asga priority so that
Turner) titled, “Condition A25 —amendment of On 29 August 2023, DPE approved an no further extension
Planning Agreement timeframe” dated 13 extension of time for the finalisation of of time is required.
b) the terms of the Proponent’s offer to December 2022 the planning agreement till the 29 . The Auditor
Not Triggered

Council in Appendix 3.

Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donoghue) to SHL
(Mukul Bokil) titled “Extension Request for
Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)” dated 17
December 2022

DPE Post Approval form 20221212235906

Email from DPE to SHL (I. Smith) titled “Hunter
Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station -
Planning Agreement Extension of Time” dated
30 August 2023

Letter from DPE (G.Lucas) to SHL (D.Young)
titled “Extension Request to enter into
Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)” dated 30

February 2024.

This is the third extension of time
granted for this condition.

acknowledges SHL are
taking reasonable and
proactive steps to
finalise the
agreement in
consultation with
Council.
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Condition
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Documents Reviewed

August 2023

Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

If the Proponent and Council do not enter into
a Planning Agreement within the timeframe
under condition A25, then prior to the
commencement of operation of the

Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Environmental Representative
Approval”, dated 22 December 2021.

Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donohue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) Planning Agreement - Extension of
Time” dated 21 June 2022

Letter from SHL (Mukul Bokil) to DPE (Jack
Turner) titled,” Condition A25 —amendment of
Planning Agreement timeframe” dated 13
December 2022

On 29 August 2023, DPE
approved an extension of time for the

It is recommended
that the Planning
Agreement is finalised
as a priority so that
no further extension
of time is required.

S2 Planning development, the Proponent must make a finalisation of the planning agreement . The Auditor
A26 Agreement Section 7.12 of the EP&A Act contribution to till the 29 February 2024. Not Triggered acknowledges SHL are
Council of $880,000. The amount to be indexed | Letter from.DP.E (St(iphen Q’Donoghue) to SHL This is the third extension of time taking reasonable and
in accordance with the provisions of the (MUk‘_"I Bokil) titled “Extension Request for granted for this condition. proactive steps to
Council’s City Wide Infrastructure Contributions Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)” dated 17 finalise the
Plan 2020. December 2022 agreement in
DPE Post Approval form 20221212235906 consulltation with
Email from DPE to SHL (I. Smith) titled “Hunter Council
Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station -
Planning Agreement Extension of Time” dated
30 August 2023
Letter from DPE (G.Lucas) to SHL (D.Young)
titled “Extension Request to enter into
Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)”
Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Environmental Representative
Approval”, dated 22 December 2021.
Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donohue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) Planning Agreement - Extension of .
Time” dated 21 June 2022 It is recommended
that the Planning
Letter from SHL (Mukul Bokil) to DPE (Jack Agreer‘perjtt is fi::litsed
Turner) titled, “Condition A25 —amendment of as a priority so tha
Planning Agreement timeframe” dated 13 On 29 August .2023' DPE apprgveq an no further extension
If there is any dispute between the Proponent December 2022 exten5|on_ of time for the flnallzatlon of of time is required.
$2 A27 Planning and Council in regard to conditions A25 and the planning agreement till the 29 Not Trigeered The Auditor
Agreement A26 then either party may refer the matter to February 2024. €8 acknowledges SHL are

the Secretary for resolution.

Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donoghue) to SHL
(Mukul Bokil) titled “Extension Request for
Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)” dated 17
December 2022

DPE Post Approval form 20221212235906

Email from DPE to SHL (I. Smith) titled “Hunter
Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station -
Planning Agreement Extension of Time” dated
30 August 2023

Letter from DPE (G.Lucas) to SHL (D.Young)
titled “Extension Request to enter into
Planning Agreement (SSI-12590060)”

This is the third extension of time
granted for this condition.

taking reasonable and
proactive steps to
finalise the
agreement in
consultation with
Council.
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Condition

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Prior to the operation of the development,
unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the

Temporary Probonent mav utilise the temporar Noted, activities in precinct 3B were
S2 A28 Additional p B . . P . .y observed to be undertaken in an Complies
Construction Area additional construction area identified as environmentally responsible manner
Precinct 3B in Figure 2 of Appendix 2 of this yresp
approval for construction activities.
No dust complaints or dust related
incidents were reported during the
audit period. No dust related issues
were observed during the site
inspection.
Complaints Register . .
An air quality management plan has
Incident Register been prepared for the project and has
Hunter Power Project Construction Air Quality been Su_bSta”tial_IV implemented (for
Management Plan, 17 January 2022 SHL Environmental Assurance During the site inspection | further information please refer to
- . Advisor — no dust complaints an operating water cart was | Condition C1 below).
Robson Civil Hunter Power Project were received durin tFP:e audit obse':ved ofsite i i intai
Environmental Induction 6422 (dated 28 April . € Mobile plant is regularly maintained to
Air Quality . o 2022) period. (Photograph 7). No dust minimise air (exhaust) emissions, refer
The premises must be maintained and ’ . . . emissions were observed. to Condition S2 A19 above
General . L . . No notices or directions have . .
S3B1 Operatin operated in a manner that minimises or UGL Hunter Power Project 3200-0663 Project been received from the EPA or The maiority of the site is ) ) ) ) Complies
perating prevents dust emissions from the premises. Induction 2023 . ) : Jortty ot the The environmental induction provided
Conditions DPE in relation to nuisance dust cleared, and stabilised. to site (construction personnel)
EIPP Plro'(J.ect an:uccjt(l)olnA— Cerillef)azt; of orj.ir quafliij issues during the The site speed limit is 20 includgs appropriatelinforrﬁation
ompietion date ugus audit period. kmh. Signage advising of regarding dUSF and ?'f quaIlty
HPP Project Induction — Certificate of the speed limit was sighted. | Management including site speed
Completion dated 11 August 2022 restrictions.
Appropriate controls implemented on
site include stabilised access and
egress, vehicle speed restrictions, site
watering as well as vehicle washdown
to prevent mud tracking and dust
generation.
No dust complaints or dust related
i incidents were reported during the
SHL Environmental Assurance audit period. No dust related issues
Advisor —no dust complaints were observed during the site
were received during the audit inspection
. . eriod During the site inspection ’
Complaints Register updated to November p : . . .
2023 ) o an operating water cart was | An air quality management plan has
No notlce§ or directions have observed on site been prepared for the project and has
Air Quality The Proponent must carry on any activity, or UGL Synergy Environmental Incident Register :;‘:’in rec&lel\:ed f:om the EPAdort (Photograph 7). No dust been substantially implemented (for
General operate any plant, in or on the premises by Hunter Power Project Construction Air Qualit Inrefation 1o nuisance dus emissions were observed. further information please refer to .
S3 B2 . . ) Y or air quality issues during the Condition C1 below) Complies
Operating such reasonably practicable means as may be | panagement Plan, 17 January 2022 audit period The majority of the site is :
Conditions necessary to prevent or minimise air pollution. ’ cleared, and stabilised. The

Robson Civil Hunter Power Project
Environmental Induction 6422 (dated 28 April
2022).

Principal Environmental Planning
and Management (Jacobs) - The
site has wheel wash at the main
gate currently modifying the MP
to change this detail in
consultation with the ER.

site speed limit is 20 kmh.
Signage advising of the
speed limit was sighted..

Mobile plant is regularly maintained to
minimise air (exhaust) emissions), refer
to Condition S2 A19 above.

The environmental induction provided
to site (construction personnel)
includes appropriate information
regarding dust and air quality
management.

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Prioritise progressive
rehabilitation/sealing
of work areas to
minimise the risk of
dust emissions
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Condition

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Appropriate controls implemented on
site include stabilised access and
egress, vehicle speed restrictions, site
watering as well as vehicle washdown
to prevent mud tracking and dust
generation.

the plant design and emissions characteristics
differ from what was assessed previously
(Hunter Power Project, Air Quality Impact
Assessment, Jacobs, 30 July 2021), the revised
AQIA must include remodeling of emissions
based on final design and reassessment of
impacts.

Email from Jacobs (M. Luger) to SHL (I Smith)
dated 30 September 2022

Letter from DPE (S’ODonohue) to SHL dated
29 September 2022Email from DPE (J Turner)
to SHL (I Smith) dated 30 September 2022

Ai lit Trucks enteri leaving th ises that
ir Quality rucks er? ering and leaving the pr.emlses _a . . . . No trucks were observed The CAQMP specifies the requirement
General are carrying loads of dust generating materials | Hunter Power Project Construction Air Quality . . . . .
S3B3 . . . entering or leaving the site that all trucks entering and leaving the
Operating must have their loads covered at all times, Management Plan, 17 January 2022 . . . .
" . . during the site inspection. site must be covered.
Conditions except during loading and.
Air Quality The Proponent shall not permit any offensive SHL.EnwronmentaI Assuran‘ce No offensive odours were . .
General . Advisor — no odour complaints . ; No odour complaints were received
S3 B4 . odour to be emitted beyond the boundary of . . . encountered during the site . . )
Operating . were received during the audit . . during the audit period.
. the site. . inspection.
Conditions period.
The Auditor has reviewed the Revised
AQIA. The assessment concludes “that
the detailed design has resulted in
negligible changes to slight reductions
in ground level concentrations of
pollutants, when compared with the air
quality modelling results produced for
the Project EIS”.
The revised assessment satisfies the
requirements of Condition B5.
The ER endorsed the revised AQIA on
. . . 15 August 2022.
Prior to the commencement of the installation Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled ) ]
of the gas turbines, the Proponent must “Hunter Power Project Final Design: Updated The ,AQIA was submitted to EPA via
provide a revised Air Quality Impact Air Quality Impact Assessment (4 August email on 16 August 2022. DPE )
Assessment (AQIA) to the Secretary and EPA 2022)”, dated 15 August 2022 comments on the AQIA were 'FECEIVEd
that is based on the detailed design of the plant H Vallev Proiect Undated Ai ’ on 30 September 2022.In their letter
and includes emission specifications (emission | unte; Aa €y royic'; p .ates dwflt;a;';y ¢ dated 29 September 2023’.DPE .
il Desisn rates and concentrations) based on nggc ssessment, Revision 3, date ugus ackn.owledged that the revised air
S3BS ' Jesls manufacturer performance guarantees. Should : quality assessment:
Verification

e isbased on the final land
design including the
increased stack height and
updated characteristics of
the substation

e demonstrates that the
proposed final design will
result in a reduction in air
quality impacts compared to
the approved project

e  has been provided to the
NSW Environment Protection
Authority who advised the
Department it had no
comment on the revised
assessment.

No changes to the AQIA during the
audit period

Complies

Complies

Complies
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Condition Documents Reviewed Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation
Other than preparatory earthworks
) L . . tructural foundati db
The final design, installation and operation of ZIZ:;(:]E tﬁ::oisﬁzzt?:n ofa::e
Final Design the power station must not preclude the ability . .
S3 B6 I . : o mechanical components of the power Not Triggered
Verification for air pollution emissions controls to be A ;
retrofitted station has not substantially
' commenced. This condition has not
yet been triggered.
Within six months of commissioning the power
station (unless otherwise agreed by the
Secretary in consultation with the EPA) and . .
. L . . t f th tat h t
during a period in which the development is Operation of the power s 2.1 ion as no .
operating under high design loads, the commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
Proponent must undertake a monitoring has not yet been triggered.
program to confirm the air emission
performance of the power station.
The monitoring program must include, as a
minimum (or as otherwise permitted by the
applicable EPL): Operation of the power station has not
o commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
Air Quality (a) tv_vo r_ounds of post-commissioning . has not yet been triggered.
S3B7 - monitoring of the pollutants and parameters in
Verification ) .
Table 1 below for each discharge point;
(b) consideration of the dual-fuel and peaking
operability of the power station in capturing Operation of the power station has not
representative air pollutant emission commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
concentrations and normal operating has not yet been triggered.
parameters; and
li thod the NSW EPA’ . .
f:;));?glz;;\sl:;:o d(: f;:‘:hie.;am(;/ing and > Operation of the power station has not
Analysis of Air Pollutants in New South Wales commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
(Iatezt version) has not yet been triggered.
Within six weeks of completing post-
commissioning testing (unless otherwise . .
t f th tat h t
agreed by the Secretary in consultation with Operation of the power s ? on as no -
the EPA), the Proponent must submit a Post- commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
. . A e h t yet tri .
3 B8 Air Quality Commissioning Verification Report (the as not yet been triggered
Verification Report) to the EPA.
The Report must: Operation of the power station has not
a) include all analytical results of post- commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
commissioning monitoring required for all has not yet been triggered.
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Condition Documents Reviewed Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation

discharge points. Any external report must
be reproduced in full;

b) include all the information listed in section
4 of the Approved Methods for the
Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in

New South Wales (latest version);

-

Operation of the power station has not
commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
has not yet been triggered.

Operation of the power station has not
commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
has not yet been triggered.

[o

-

describe all the operational parameters
during post-commissioning testing;

d) compare analytical results from post-
commissioning monitoring against final
design emission specifications and Operation of the power station has not
modelled emission parameters (emission commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
rates and concentrations) in the AQIA has not yet been triggered.

required under condition B5 (final design
verification assessment); and

e

—

should any comparison under B8(d)
identify monitored discharge
concentrations or emission rates above
the emissions characteristics in the revised
AQIA or the Protection of the Environment
Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2021
standards of concentration, the Proponent
must:

(i) re-assess and evaluate both the
emissions concentrations against the
Protection of the Environment Operations
Air Quality (Clean Air) Regulation 2021 standards of
Verification concentration and the impacts against the
relevant impact assessment criteria in the
Approved Methods for the Modelling and
Assessment of Air Pollutants in NSW (latest
version); and/or

Operation of the power station has not
commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
has not yet been triggered.

S3 B8

(ii) identify actions and measures to be
implemented to reduce emissions of air
pollutants to no greater than those
predicted in the AQIA. Details of the
actions and measures and a timetable for
implementation must be submitted to the
Secretary and the EPA for approval.

The following points referred to in Table 2
below (or alternative points as permitted by
Monitoring / the applicable EPL) are identified for the
Discharge Points | purposes of monitoring and/or setting of limits
for the emission of pollutants to the air from

the point.

S3 B9 Noted
Type of

Emission Point Type of Monitoring Point Discharge Description of Location
Point
Discharge to | Gas Turbine
Air Stack 1

Discharge to | Gas Turbine
Air Stack 1

Table 2 1 Air Emissions

2 Air Emissions
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Discharge Limits

For each monitoring/discharge point specified
by Table 3 below (or alternative points as
permitted by the applicable EPL) the
concentration of a pollutant discharged at that
point, must not exceed the concentration
limits specified for that pollutant in the table
(or alternative limits as permitted by the
applicable EPL).

Assessment

Operation of the power station has not
commenced; therefore, this condition
has not yet been triggered.

Compliance Finding

Not Triggered

Recommendation

Table 3

Pollutant

Fuel Type 100 percentile limit (mg/m3)

Reference Conditions

Averaging Period

Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) or Nitric Oxide (NO) or both
as NOz Equivalent

Natural Gas 51

Diesel 86

Dry, 273 °K, 101.3 kPa, 15% O:

1hr.

Carbon Monoxide (CO)

Natural Gas 12.5

Diesel 63

Dry, 273 °K, 101.3 kPa, 15% O

1hr.

S3B11

Monitoring
Conditions

The Proponent must, for each air
monitoring/discharge point, determine the
pollutant concentrations and emission
parameters specified in Table 4 below. For
each pollutant, the Proponent must use the
sampling method, units of measure, and
sample at the frequency specified opposite in
the other columns. Sampling methods as per
the NSW EPA’s Approved Methods for the
Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in New
South Wales (latest version) (or alternative
methods as permitted by the applicable EPL).

Not Triggered

Table 4

Pollutant / Parameter

Units of Measure

Frequency

Sampling Method

Nitrogen dioxide (NOz) or Nitric Oxide (NO) or both
as NO; Equivalent

mg/m3

Continuous

CEM-2 and US EPA Procedure 1

Carbon Monoxide (CO)

mg/m3

Continuous

CEM-4 and US EPA Procedure 1

Moisture

%

Continuous

Special Method 1 and US EPA
Procedure 1

Oxygen

%

Continuous

CEM-3 and US EPA Procedure 1

Temperature

°C

Continuous

TM-2 and US EPA Procedure 1

Velocity

m/s

Continuous

CEM-6 and US EPA Procedure 1

Volumetric flow rate

Continuous

CEM-6 and US EPA Procedure 1

Selection of sampling positions

m3/s

T™M-1

S3B12

Hazards and Risks
Preconstruction

Prior to the commencement of the
installation of the gas turbines, unless
otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the
Proponent must prepare and submit to the
satisfaction of the Secretary:

a) A Fire Safety Study based on the detailed
design of the development. This study
must cover the relevant aspects of the
Department’s Hazardous Industry Planning
Advisory Paper No. 2, ‘Fire Safety Study’
and the New South Wales Government’s
Best Practice Guidelines for Contaminated
Water Retention and Treatment Systems.
The study must be prepared in
consultation with NSW Rural Fire Service

Fire Safety Study, AECOM dated 5 October
2022

Email from Jacobs (M Luger) to RFS (general
email address) titled “Hunter Power Station:
Fire Safety Study - request for feedback from
NSW Rural Fire Service” dated 11 October
2022

Letter from RFS (J O’Carroll) to SHL (I Smith)
titled “Review of Fire Safety Study (FSS) — Kurri
Kurri Power Station — Hart Road Loxford”,
dated 17 November 2022

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Strachan)
titled Hunter Power Project Fire Safety Study

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor - Draft report has been
prepared by AECOM and is
currently being reviewed by SHL.

The Fire Safety Study was issued to
RFS on 11 October 2022

The RFS responded on 17 November
2022 and confirmed the Fire Safety
Study would meet the requirements
of FRNSW subject to a number of
conditions relating to:

o An Emergency Response
Plan

. Emergency Services
Information Package

o Emergency Responders
Induction Package

Not Triggered

While condition S3
B12 relates to the
operational phase,
the Auditor notes
that the project is
entering a high-risk
period for bushfire. It
is therefore
recommended to
conduct a pre-
bushfire season
readiness review to
ensure the project is
fully equipped to
prevent and respond
to any fire related
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Condition

to verify the required Asset Protection
Zone (APZ) in view of up to 14 MPa gas
releases from the gas receiving station.
The study must also be submitted for the
approval of Fire and Rescue NSW.

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

(Rev 0 5th October 2022), dated 13 December
2022

Letter from DPE (Stephen O’Donoghue) to SHL
(I Strachan) titled Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) — Fire Safety Study dated 20
December 2022

DPE Post Approval form (ref 20221117001755)

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

SHL noted that these
recommendations will be
implemented will be implemented by
the operational readiness team prior
to the commencement of operations.
SHL are aware of these obligations
and are tracking progress through
existing compliance programs.

The Fire Safety Study was endorsed by
the ER on the 13 December 2022

DPE approved the Fire Safety Study on
the 20 December 2022

Although the DPE have approved the
study, this condition has not been
triggered as the installation of the gas
turbines has not commenced.

Evidence of how the RFS comments
have been addressed will be required
to fully meet the requirements of this
condition.

No changes to the Fire Safety Study
during the audit period

Compliance Finding

b) A Hazard and Operability Study based on
the detailed design of the development,
chaired by a qualified person independent
of the development, approved by the
Secretary prior to the commencement of
the study. The study must be carried out in
accordance with the Department’s
Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory
Paper No. 8, ‘HAZOP Guidelines’. The study
report must be accompanied by a program
for the implementation of all
recommendations made in the report. If
the Proponent intends to defer the
implementation of a recommendation,
reasons must be documented. The scope
of the study must include and not be
limited to:

(ii) components and processes
associated with the power
station, including the storage,
handling and use of diesel fuel;
and

(ii) the supply tie-in at the gas receival
station.

Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) HAZOP Chairperson Approval”, dated
21 December 2021.

Hunter Power Project Hazop Report Revision O
dated 16 October 2022

DPE approved the appointment of D
Lockley as Chairperson of the HAZOP
study in December 2021. The HAZOP
Study has now been completed and is
available on the project website.

No changes to the Hazop study during
the audit period

Recommendation

incidents.

Involve suitably
qualified personnel in
the review as
required. A record of
the review should be
kept.

Complies

S3B12

Hazards and Risks
Pre-
commissioning

c) A Final Hazard Analysis based on the
detailed design of the development,
prepared in accordance with the
Department’s Hazardous Industry Planning
Advisory Paper No. 6, ‘Hazard Analysis’.
The scope of the study must include and
not be limited to specifying all design
variations between the final detailed
design and the conceptual design

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Project Final Hazard Analysis
(22 February 2022)”, dated 8 August 2022.

Hunter Power Project Final Hazard Analysis,
Revision C, dated 22 July 2022.

The Final Hazard Analysis report —
Revision C (prepared by Jacobs) was
issued on 22 July 2022.

The report was endorsed by the ER on
8 August 2022.

No changes to the Final Hazard
Analysis during the audit period

Complies
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described in the EIS.

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Prior to the commencement of operations,
unless otherwise agreed to by the Secretary,
the Proponent must prepare and submit to the
satisfaction of the Secretary:

a) A comprehensive Emergency Plan and
detailed emergency procedures for the

Operation of the power station has not
commenced. This condition has not
yet been triggered.

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

_developmenjc. The'Emergency Plan must SHL are aware of this pre-operational Not Triggered
include consideration of the safety of all . h
. requirement and are planning on
people outside of the development who . ;
. commencing the preparation of the
may be at risk from the development. The .
. . Emergency Management Plan in 2024
plan must be prepared in accordance with
the Department’s Hazardous Industry
Planning Advisory Paper No. 1, ‘Emergency
Planning’.
Hazards and Risks
Pre- b) A document setting out a comprehensive
S3B13 Cecio Safety Management System, covering all
commissioning Y g Y , g
Pre-startup on-site operations and associated
transport activities involving hazardous
materials. The document must clearly
specify eilllis.a.fety relatec.j .procedures., Operation of the power station has not
responsibilities and policies along with commenced. This condition has not
details of mechanisms for ensuring yet been triggered.
adherence to the procedures. Records ) ) Not Trieeered
must be kept on-site and must be available SHL are aware of this pre-o.peratlonal €8
for inspection by Secretary upon request. requwemejnt and are pIanr.ung on
The Safety Management System must be commencing the preparatlorT of the
developed in accordance with the Safety Management System in 2024
Department’s Hazardous Industry Planning
Advisory Paper No. 9, ‘Safety
Management’. The Safety Management
System must also include Safety and
Operating Plans required under AS 2885.
One month prior to the commencement of
operation of the development, the Proponent
must submit to the Secretary, a Pre-Startup ) )
Compliance Report detailing compliance with Operation of the power station has not
conditions B12 and B13, including: commenced. This condition has not Not Triggered
yet been triggered.
a) dates of study/plan/system submission,
) approval, commencement of installation
s3p1a | HazardsandRisks of the gas turbines and commissioning
Pre-startup
b) actions taken or proposed, to implement Operation of the power station has not
recommendations made in the commenced. This condition has not Not Triggered
studies/plans/systems; and yet been triggered.
c) responses to any requirement imposed by Operation of the power station has not
the Secretary under condition A2 of commenced. This condition has not Not Triggered
Schedule 2. yet been triggered.
Three months after the commencement of
operation of the development, the Proponent
Hazards and Risks must submit to the Secretary, a Post-Start-up Operation of the power station has not
S3 B15 Compliance Report verifying that: commenced. This condition has not Not Triggered

Post-startup

a) the Emergency Plan required under
condition B13(a) is effectively in place and
that at least one emergency exercise has

yet been triggered.
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been conducted; and

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Hazards and Risks
Post

b) the Safety Management System required
under condition B13(b) has been fully

Operation of the power station has not

S3B16 Commissioning implemented and that records required by commencefi. This condition has not Not Triggered
Requirements the system are being kept. yet been triggered.
Twelve months after the commencement of
operations of the development and every
three years thereafter or at such intervals as
the Secretary may agree, the Proponent must
carry out a comprehensive Hazard Audit of the
development and within two months of each
audit submit a report to the satisfaction of the
Secretary for approval. The audits must be
carried out at the Proponent’s expense by a
qualified person or team, independent of the
development and approved by the Secretary
Hazards and Risks prior to commencement of the audit. Hazard Operation of the power station has not
S3 B17 General Audits must be carried out in accordance with commenced. This condition has not Not Triggered
the Department’s Hazardous Industry Planning yet been triggered.
Advisory Paper No. 5, ‘Hazard Audit’. The audit
must include a review of the site Safety
Management System and a review of all
entries made in the incident register since the
previous audit. The audit report must be
accompanied by a program for the
implementation of all recommendations made
in the audit report. If the Proponent intends to
defer the implementation of a
recommendation, reasons must be
documented.
There is (during this construction
The Proponent must store all chemicals, fuels phase) no b“!k storage °.f fuel on-site.
and oils used in accordance with: HPP Site Plan — location of all construction Minor fuel, oil and chemicals are
. stored appropriately in bunded Complies
a) therequirements of all relevant related fuels and chemicals containers. The construction of
Australian Standards; SHL Environmental Assurance operational bulk storage tanks has
Advisor - Fuels stored on site commenced.
include petrol and diesel fuel, oil At the time of this IEA, . . . .
. There is (during this construction
for small plant such as construction works were .
L . L . . L phase) no bulk storage of fuel on-site.
b)  within a bunded area with a minimum generators, large mobile plant is underway. No significant Minor fuel. oil and chemicals are
S3B17 | Hazards and Risks bund capacity of 110% of the volume of fuelled by a mobile fuel truck that | storage of fuels and oils ¢

General

the largest single stored vessel within
the bund; and

brings spill mats to place under
vehicles during the refuelling
process. There are also chemicals
stored at the water treatment

c) the NSW EPA’s Storing and Handling of
Liquids: Environmental Protection —
Participants Handbook if the chemicals
are liquids.

area —that is in a chemical
container with a bund

were present at the site.
Photograph 2 shows a self-
bunded dangerous goods
storage container

stored appropriately in bunded
containers. The construction of
operational bulk storage tanks has
commenced.

There is (during this construction
phase) no bulk storage of fuel on-site
Minor fuel, oil and chemicals are
stored appropriately in bunded
containers. The construction of
operational bulk storage tanks has
commenced.

Not Triggered

Complies
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Condition

d) Inthe event of an inconsistency between
the requirements in (a) to (c) above, the

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding Recommendation

) . . Noted
most stringent requirement shall prevail ote
to the extent of the inconsistency.

For the purpose of condition B17, any tanks or
. other storage vessels that are interconnected No permanent structures
Hazards and Risks A . . :
S3 B18 and may distribute their contents either by had been installed at the Noted
General . . .
gravity or automated pumps must be time of this IEA.
considered a single vessel.
Hunter Power Project Revised Plume Rise
Prior to the commencement of installation of Assessment for Final Design, Revision 1, dated The Revised Plume Assessment Report
the gas turbines, the Proponent must provide 3 June 2022. has been reviewed by the Auditor.
an updated plume rise assessment report Letter from DoD (C Mangion) to SHL (I Smith) Letters from DoD and CASA evidencing
based on the final generator design to the titled “Hunter Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power consultation in accordance with this S
satisfaction of the Secretary. The report must: | station), Hart Road, Loxford NSW — updated Condition was sighted by the Auditor. P
a) be prepared in consultation with Civil plume rise assessment”, dated 27 June 2022. There was no change to the Plume
Aviation Safety Authority, I.Z)(.epartment of | Letter from CASA (B Parker) to DPE (C Assessment Report during the audit
Defence and RAAF Base Williamtown; Preshaw) titled “Hunter Power Project - Kurri period.
Kurri Power Plant”, dated 27 June 2022.
The Revised Plume Rise Assessment
" . . . report concludes that the plume rise
Aviation Safety b) demonstrate that the critical plume Hunter Power Project Revised Plume Rise . ; . .
S3 B19 . . . - ) . - heights are consistent (in fact having a .
extent is consistent with the predictions | Assessment for Final Design, Revision 1, dated . . Complies
) slightly lower impact) compared to the
in the EIS; and 3 June 2022. L . .
predictions in the Environmental
Impact Statement.
The Revised Plume Rise Assessment
c) dem.onstrate that re.ajc.on'flble and Hunter Power Project Revised Plume Rise re|.:)ort concludes. that the plume r.ise
feasible at source mitigation measures . . .. heights are consistent (in fact having a .
. . Assessment for Final Design, Revision 1, dated . . Complies
have been applied to further minimise slightly lower impact) compared to the
" 3 June 2022. L . .
the critical plume extent. predictions in the Environmental
Impact Statement.
SHL has provided a copy of the final
stack design drawings to DoD as
required by this Condition.
The DPE Letter confirms that the Final
Design was issued to:
Letter from SHL (I Smith) to the Department of €
Prior to the commencement of installation of Defence — Land Planning and Regulation e  Department of Defence —
the gas turbines, the Proponent must submit Branch (T Hogan) titled “Hunter Power Project Land Planning and
S3 B20 Aviation Safety | final design drawings to the following — Final Design Drawings”, dated 7 July 2022 Regulation Branch

organisations:

a) Department of Defence — Land Planning
and Regulation Branch;

Letter from DPE (S O’'Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) — Final Design Drawings” dated 22
September 2022

e  RAAF Base — Williamstown

e Aeronautical Information
Service — Air Force

e Air Services Australia
e  Newcastle Airport Pty Ltd
e  Cessnock Airport and

e  Maitland Airport

Complies
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Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — We worked with our
specialist aeronautical

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

SHL has provided a copy of the final
stack design drawings to RAAF

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

b) RAAF Williamstown . . . Complies
) . subcontractor to understand Williamtown as required by this P
Letter from SHL (I Smith) to the Department of L o L
. . those entities within DoD as well Condition.
Defence — Land Planning and Regulation as various telephone enquiries
Branch (T Hogan) titled “Hunter Power Project S P N
— Final Design Drawings”, dated 7 July 2022 and emails with CASA and DoD
& &5 4 and were satisfied that these SHL has provided a copy of the final
c) Aeronautical Information Services — Air entities are covered by DoD Land stack design drawings to Aeronautical Complies
Force Planning and Regulation/ CASA Information Services as required by this 4
processes. Condition.
Letter f_rom SHL (I Smli-:h) to”Alr Services SHL has provided a copy of the final
. . . Australia (D Jackson) titled “Hunter Power . . . . .
d)  Air Services Australia . - . S stack design drawings to Air Services Complies
Project — Final Design Drawings”, dated 7 July . . . "
Australia as required by this Condition.
2022
Letter from SHL (I Smith) to Newcastle Airport SHL has provided a copy of the final
e) Newcastle Airport Limited (B Kochanski) titled “Hunter Power Project — stack design drawings to Newcastle Complies
Final Design Drawings”, dated 7 July 2022 Airport as required by this Condition.
Letter from SHL (I Smith) to Cessnock Airport (T SHL has provided a copy of the final
f)  Cessnock Airport; and Allan) titled “Hunter Power Project — Final stack design drawings to Cessnock Complies
Design Drawings”, dated 7 July 2022 Airport as required by this Condition.
Letter from SHL (I Smith) to Maitland Airport SHL has provided a copy of the final
g) Maitland Airport (G Thompson) titled “Hunter Power Project — stack design drawings to Maitland Complies
Final Design Drawings”, dated 7 July 2022 Airport as required by this Condition.
Evidence of notification/ provision of detailed Document transmission (Post
design drawings must be submitted to the Post Approval Submission Form — Evidence of Approval) form evidencing submission .
. L . . . . K Complies
Secretary prior to the commencement of submission Aviation of final design drawings was sighted by
installation of the gas turbines. the Auditor.
Noise Limit
S3B21 Conditions
ti I noi t t th i
Operational noise gener.a e‘.j a. € prermses Operation of the power station has not
must not exceed the noise limits at the times . . .
Table 5 . . . commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
and locations in Table 5 below (or alternative condition has not vet been triggered
limits as permitted by the applicable EPL). ¥ &8 ’
Noise Limits in dB(A)
Location Day Evening Night Night
53821 Laeq(15 minute) Laeq(15 minute) Laeqg(15 minute) LaFmax
Table 5 13 Bishops Bridge Road, Sawyers Creek 50 58 41 52
10 Dawes Road, Loxford 45 45 43 53
20 Bowditch Ave, Loxford 43 43 38 52
464 Cessnock Road, Gilleston Heights 40 35 35 52
58 Sawyers Gully Road, Sawyers Gully 42 42 38 52
Noise Limit
53 B22 Conditions
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Condition

The noise limits set out in condition B21 apply

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Table 6 under the meteorological conditions described Noted
in Table 6.
$3B22 Assessment Period Meteorological Conditions
S3B23 Table 6 Day Stability Categories A, B, C and D with wind speeds up to and including 3 m/s at 10 m above ground level
Noise Limit
Conditions Evening Stability Categories A, B, C and D with wind speeds up to and including 3 m/s at 10 m above ground level
Night Stability Categories A, B, C and D with wind speeds up to and including 3 m/s at 10 m above ground level; or
g Stability Category E with wind speeds up to and including 2 m/s at 10 m above ground level
For those meteorological conditions not
Noise Limit referred to in condition B22, the noise limits
B24 ! Not
53 Conditions that apply are the noise limits in condition oted
B21 plus 5 dB(A).
For the purposes of condition B22, the
meteorological conditions are to be
determined from meteorological data obtained
. from the meteorological weather station (point Operation of the power station has not
Noise Limit . L . . .
S3 B25 Conditions to be established) and the stability category commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
shall be determined using the sigma-theta data condition has not yet been triggered.
method (section D1.4) from Fact Sheet D of the
Noise Policy for Industry (NSW EPA, 2017), or
latest version.
For the purpose of determining the noise
generated from the premises, the modifying
Meteorological factor corrections in Table C1 in Fact Sheet C of Operation of the power station has not
S3 B26 . .g the Noise Policy for Industry (NSW EPA, 2017), commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
Monitoring . . . - -
or latest version, must be applied, if condition has not yet been triggered.
appropriate, to the noise measurements by the
noise monitoring equipment.
Prior to the commencement of the installation
of the gas turbines, unless otherwise agreed by
the Secretary, the Proponent must ensure
there is a suitable meteorological weather SHL Letter to DPE dated 19 December 2022
station operating located on the premises or at SHL Environmental Assurance )
a location approved by the EPA that: DPE Letter to SHL dated 22 December 2022 Advi_sor —Tt1e Metc?orolo_gical DPE have approved an extension of Not Triggered
a) complies with the NSW EPA’s Approved Sta(;uo: can’t be F’u'lt un'FIIhthe A oical time for the meteorological weather
3pag | Meteorological Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Air end o °°"Str“°t",’l'|‘;° et " meteorologica X station prior to the operation of the
Monitoring Pollutants in New South Wales (or latest temporary one WI‘ e |nst§ ed, monltorlr?g station has not development.
version); or as the met station datais only | yet been installed at the )
’ required for commissioning and site. The operation ‘:jf ths de\f/elopn;ent has
: P f not commenced. Therefore, this
b) is capable of continuous real-time gaira'?lllon, |t| |stm$t Islkely :hatt condition has not yet been triggered.
measurement of wind speed, wind Wwill apply 1o the >ecretary to Not Triegered
direction, sigma theta, air temperature, delay this requirement. €8
rainfall and relative humidity; and
c) is capable of measuring meteorological Not Triggered

conditions in accordance with the Noise
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Documents Reviewed
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Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Policy for Industry (EPA 2017 or latest
version).
Within six months of full operation post
commissioning attended noise validation ) )
monitoring must be undertaken during a Operation of the power station has not
period of full load and must: commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
condition has not yet been triggered.
a) occur at each receiver location listed in
condition B21;
Operation of the power station has not
b) occur annually in a reporting period; commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
condition has not yet been triggered.
S3 B27 Noise Monitoring
c) occur during day, evening and night
period as defined in the Noise Policy for Operation of the power station has not
Industry (or latest version) over two 15- commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
minute compliance measurements condition has not yet been triggered.
during each period;
d) occur for three consecutive operating Operation of the_power_ sta_tlon has not .
davs commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
vs- condition has not yet been triggered.
On completion of post commissioning
attended noise validation monitoring required Operation of the power station has not
Noise Monitoring | in condition B27, that shows compliance with P _p o .
S3 B28 " . commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
Report conditions B21 and B23, ongoing attended condition has not vet been triggered
noise monitoring must be undertaken to the y g8 ’
satisfaction of the EPA.
A noise compliance assessment report must be
submitted to the EPA and the Secretary within . .
. . (0} t f th tat h t
30 days (or an alternative timeframe agreed by copiﬁgg:e% Tsistr)':ﬁriti)?ir:on asno Not Triggered
the Secretary) of the completion of the post . ) g &8
T o o condition has not yet been triggered.
commissioning validation monitoring and any
annual monitoring.
The assessment must be prepared by a
Noise Monitori > - _ . .
S3 B29 0|seRe::r|tor|ng qualified person and include: Operation of the power station has not
a) an assessment of compliance with noise commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
limits presented in conditions B21 and condition has not yet been triggered.
B23; and
b) an outline of any management actions . .
taken within the monitoring period to Operation of the power station has not
address any exceedances of the limits commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
contained in conditions B21 and B23 condition has not yet been triggered.
Hours of All construction work at the premises must be | Robson Civil Hunter Power Project SHL Environmental Assurance No complaints related to out of hours
S3 B30 Environmental Induction 6422 (dated 28 April Complies

Construction

conducted between 7 am and 6 pm Monday to
Friday and between 8 am and 1 pm Saturdays

2022).

Advisor — no complaints related
to out of hours work were

work were received during the audit
period. No evidence of breaches of the
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and at no time on Sundays and public holidays.
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Documents Reviewed

Complaints Register

Interviews / Conversations

received during the audit period.

Inspections / Observations

Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation

work hours limits was found during this
IEA. Note that approval for extension
of working hours was requested and
approved, Refer to Condition B32
below.

The environmental induction provided
to site (construction personnel)
includes appropriate information
regarding construction working hours.

Exceptions to

The following activities may be carried out
outside the recommended construction hours:

a) construction that causes Laeq(15minute) NOise
levels that are: (i) no more than 5 dB
above Rating Background Level at any
residence in accordance with the Interim
Construction Noise Guideline (DECC, 2009);
and
(ii) no more than the Noise Management

Noted

S3B31 Construction Levels specified in Table 3 of the Interim
Hours Construction Noise Guideline (DECC, 2009)
at other sensitive land uses; or
b) for the delivery of materials required by
the police or other authorities for safety
reasons; or
c) whereitis required in an emergency to
avoid the loss of lives, property and/or to
prevent environmental harm; or
d) asapproved through the process outlined
in condition B32 of this approval.
Letter from SHL (D Thomson) to DPE (J Turner)
titled “Infrastructure Approval 12590060
Hunter Power Project (Kurri Kurri Gas-Fired
Power Station) - application for additional
construction hours”, dated 3 May 2022
Letter from SHL (D Thomson) to EPA (H
Rutherford) titled “Hunter Power Project EPL
21627 - additional construction hours”, dated 3
May 2022
The hours of construction activities specified Letter from SHL (D Thomson) to DPE (J Turner) During the Audit period, SHL submitted
o under condition B30 of this approval may be titled “Infrastructure Approval 12590060 a request for approval to undertake
Varlatlon_of varied with the prior written approval of the Hunter Power Project (Kurri Kurri Gas-Fired work outside the a!:)proved workin_g
53832 Construction | secretary. Any request to alter the hours of Power Station) - application for additional hours for the remainder of the project.
Hours DPE subsequently approved the

construction shall be:

a) considered on a case-by-case or activity-
specific basis;

construction hours”, dated 3 May 2022

Letter from DPE (S O’'Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
12590060) Additional Construction Hours”
dated 16 May 2022

Letter from SHL (D Thompson) to DPE (J
Turner) titled “Infrastructure Approval
12590060 Hunter Power Project (Kurri Kurri
GasFired Power Station) - application for
additional construction hours extension until
31 December 2022” dated 9 September 2022
Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (D
Thompson) titled “Extension of time period for

Complies

request for a limited time till the end of
November 2023, with further
applications required following the
initial approved period
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Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation

extended construction hours, Hunter Power
Project (SSI-12590060)” dated 14 September
2022

Hunter Power Concrete Pour Noise and
Vibration, Impact Assessment, Jacobs, dated
30 November 2022

Letter from SHL (M Bokil) to DPE (J Turner)
titled “Hunter Power Project 12590060 —
variation of construction hours” dated 30
November 2022

Letter from DPE (S O’'Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1259006) Additional Construction Hours”
dated 14 December 2022

Community Consultation Log dated 23 May
2023

Concrete Pour consultation report dated
February 2023

SHL letter to impacted residents dated 23
March 2023

Letter from SHL (D.Young) to DPE (J. Turner)
titled “Hunter Power Project 12590060 —
variation of construction hours” dated 1
August 2023

Letter from SHL (D.Young) to EPA (H.
Rutherford) titled “Hunter Power Project EPL
21627 — additional construction hours” dated 1
August 2023

Consultation log 24/7 dated 7 July 2023

Letter from SHL to residents titled “Proposed
Changes to Construction Hours — Hunter Power
Project” dated 24 July 2027

Letter from DPE (D.Young) to SHL (D Young)
titled “Hunter Power Project — Variation of
Construction Hours”
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b) accompanied by details of the nature
and justification for activities to be

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Memorandum titled “Hunter Power Project
24/7 Construction Noise and Vibration Impact

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation

The SHL application for variation of
working hours included a Noise and
Vibration Impact Assessment that

conducted during the varied Assessment, Jacobs Group Australia, Pty Ltd provided details of the works to be Soiipes
construction hours dated 25 July 2023 undertaken and justification for the
variation.
c) accompanied by written evidence that
appropriate consultation with . .
pz';enfially affected sensitive receivers Records of consultation with
e . Consultation log 24/7 dated 7 July 2023 potentially impacted residents was Complies
and notification of relevant Council(s) . .
(and other relevant agencies) has been sighted by the Auditor.
and will be undertaken
Section 1.5 of the construction noise
d) all feasible and reasonable noise Memorandum titled “Hunter Power Project and vibration impact assessment for
mitigation measures have been putin 24/7 Construction Noise and Vibration Impact the proposed out of hours work Complies
place; and Assessment, Jacobs Group Australia, Pty Ltd documents the proposed mitigation
dated 25 July 2023 measures.
Memorandum titled “Hunter Power Project
Variation of 24/7 Construction Noise and Vibration Impact
S3 B32 Construction Assessment, Jacobs Group Australia, Pty Ltd
Hours dated 25 July 2023. The SHL application for variation of
working hours included a Noise and
e) accompanied by a noise impact Vibration Impact Assessment that
assessment consistent with the provided details of the works to be
requirements of the Interim undertaken and justification for the Complies
Construction Noise Guideline (DECCW, variation.
2009), or latest version.
Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan, Amended Final Version 2,
dated 21 February 2022.
Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled A Biodiversity Managemt'ent Plan was
Prior to commencement of construction, “Hunter Power Project Biodiversity prepa'red by Jacobs (a's'UItany
. . experienced and qualified consultant).
unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the Management Plan Amended Final 2 (21 o
. . ” The plan was finalised on 21 February
3833 Biodiversity Proponent must prepare a Biodiversity February 2022)”, dated 1 March 2022 SHL Environmental Assurance 2022, and endorsed by the ER on 1
Management Plan | Management Plan to the satisfaction of the Letter from DPE (H Watters) to SHL (I Smith) Advisor — construction works Marc’h 2022, prior to the Complies

Secretary. This plan must:

a) be prepared by a suitably qualified and
experienced biodiversity expert/s;

titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-1290060)
Notification of commencement of
construction”, dated 4 April 2022.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Strachan)
Luger) titled “Hunter Power Project
Biodiversity Management Plan Approved
Version 4 (10 May 2023).

commenced on 29 March 2022.

commencement of construction.

During the audit period, the BMP was
reviewed, updated and endorsed by
the ER on the 29 May 2023.
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Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations

Assessment

(b) be prepared in consultation with the BCS;

Letter from DPE (S Crick) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Station, Kurri Kurri (SSI-
12590060) — Request to comment on
Biodiversity Management Plan”, dated 29
November 2021.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to Jacobs (M Luger)
titled “Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Amended Final 2 (21
February 2022)”, dated 1 March 2022.

Correspondence from BCS (dated 29
November 2021) demonstrated that
BCS was consulted during the
preparation of the BMP and approved
the plan on 10 January 2022.

(c) describe the short, medium and long-term
measures to be undertaken to manage
vegetation and fauna habitat on the site;

Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Biodiversity Management Plan”,
dated 10 January2022.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Amended Final 2 (21
February 2022)”, dated 1 March 2022

The Auditor has reviewed the BMP,
that was endorsed by the ER on 1
March 2022.

Section 3 of the plan describes the

management of flora and fauna on the

site.

(d) describe how biodiversity offsets required
in condition B34 will be retired;

Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Biodiversity Management Plan”,
dated 10 January2022.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Amended Final 2 (21
February 2022)”, dated 1 March 2022

The Auditor has reviewed the BMP,
that was endorsed by the ERon 1
March 2022.

Section 2.6 of the plan describes the
biodiversity off-sets required.

(e) describe measures to be implemented
within the site to minimise: (i) the amount of
clearing;

(ii) impacts on fauna, including undertaking
pre-clearance surveys and maximising the
salvage of resources for habitat enhancement;
(iif) impacts on threatened flora and fauna
species or ecological communities within the
development footprint and its surrounds;

(iv) the spread of weeds and fungal pathogens;
(v) the generation and dispersion of sediment
to watercourses; and

(vi) light spill from night works; and

Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Biodiversity Management Plan”,
dated 10 January2022.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Amended Final 2 (21
February 2022)”, dated 1 March 2022

The Auditor has reviewed the BMP,
that was endorsed by the ERon 1
March 2022.

Section 3 of the plan describes the

management of flora and fauna on the

site.

(f) include a program to monitor, evaluate and
report on the effectiveness of the measures.

Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) Biodiversity Management Plan”,
dated 10 January 2022.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Project Biodiversity
Management Plan Amended Final 2 (21
February 2022)”, dated 1 March 2022

The Auditor has reviewed the BMP,
that was endorsed by the ER on 1
March 2022.

Section 4.2 of the plan describes the
monitoring of flora and fauna on the
site.

Compliance Finding Recommendation

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies
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Documents Reviewed

Vegetation Clearing Checklists (25/7/22 and
27/7/2022).

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Most of the site has been

Assessment

At the time of the audit, all vegetation
clearing activities had been completed.
The most recent clearing was
undertaken in April 2023. Checklists

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

3 B34 Biodiversity The Proponent must implement the approved ) ) cleared, however a small leted | g Comblies
Offsets Biodiversity Management Plan. Vegetation Clearance Ecological Report, section at the northern end | WE'€ €0MP gte or pre-clearance an P
Hunter Power Project, Jacobs, Rev 2 dated 30 of the site will be retained clearing (during works) activities.
June 2023
Prior to the commencement of any
construction activity that would impact on any Correspondence from DPE (dated 24
of the vegetation communities or species Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I Januarp 2022) verified that the
identified in Tables 7 and 8 below, the Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- re uirgd biodiversity off-sets were Complies
Proponent must retire biodiversity credits of a 1290060) - Retirement of biodiversity credits re?ired Hor to com\r/nencement of P
number and class specified in Tables 7 and 8 (SSI-12590060)”, dated 24 January 2022. construztion
below in consultation with the BCS and to the ’
satisfaction of BCT.
The retirement of these credits must be carried
out in accordance with the NSW Biodiversity Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I Correspondence from DPE (dated 24
Offsets Scheme and can be achieved by: Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- Janu?rdeIgZi). verlfled :?at the Comli
o (a) acquiring or retiring ‘biodiversity credits’ 1290060) - Retirement of biodiversity credits :Z::I;r;prkl)? t:igsgﬁzn;ssése:fgi SMPEES
3 B34 Biodiversity within the meaning of the Biodiversity (SSI-12590060)”, dated 24 January 2022. construction.
Offsets Conservation Act 2016;
Correspondence from DPE (dated 24
. . Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I Janu?ry 20.22). verlfled that the
(b) making payments into an offset fund that . . “ . required biodiversity off-sets were
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- . . .
has been developed by the NSW Government; 1290060) - Retirement of biodiversity credits retired prior to commencement of Complies
or (SSI-12590060)”, dated 24 January 2022. construction and payments were made
into the Biodiversity Conservation
Fund.
(c) fundmg.a biodiversity conser\{at|.on action Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I Payment to the Biodiversity
that benefits the threatened entity impacted . . " . .
. . Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- Conservation Fund were made by SHL. .
by the development, consistent with the . - . . . " Not Triggered
‘Ancillarv Rules: Biodiversity conservation 1290060) - Retirement of biodiversity credits Therefore, this condition was not
. ,y ’ y (SSI-12590060)”, dated 24 January 2022. triggered.
actions’.
. . . Letter from DPE (R Hawkesbury) to SHL (I Correspondence f.rc.Jm DPE (dated 24
Written evidence of the retirement of these . . “ . January 2022) verified that the
. . Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- . L . .
S3 B34 Table 7 credits must be provided to the Department 1290060) - Retirement of biodiversity credits required biodiversity off-sets were Complies
prior to commencing construction activity. (551-12590060)”, dated 24 January 2322 retired prior to commencement of
! ’ construction.
Table 7 Vegetation Community PCT ID Credits Required
Table 8 Parramatta Red Gum — Narrow-leaved Apple — Prickly-leaved Paperbark shrubby woodland in the Cessnock- 1633 13
Kurri Kurri area
$3 B34 Species Credits Required
Earp’s Gum 74
Table 8 Southern Myotis 9
Regent Honeyeater 14
Common Planigale 9
The Proponent must ensure it has sufficient Site water balances for the
Hunter P Project Water M t i i
S3 B35 Water Supply water for the development; and if necessary, o B s February 2000 construction phase and operational Complies

adjust the scale of development on site to

Plan, Final, dated 25 February 2022.

phase are presented in Sections 4.1
and 4a) of the Water Management
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match its available water supply.

Documents Reviewed
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Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Plan. Based on the details provided in
the Water Management Plan the
Auditor has concluded that the
Proponent has identified water supply
requirements appropriate to the scale
of the development.

Construction phase water is being
sourced from the Hunter Water
(municipal) system.

The Proponent must ensure that all surface
discharges from the site comply with all

Incident Register
Environment Protection Licence No. 21627

UGL HPP/KNSS Erosion and Sediment Control
Plan —30 January 2023

Hunter Power Project — Lot 3B Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan (HPP — SHL-CON-GEN-
DRG-001 Rev B)

Surface water controls
were inspected during the
IEA. Surface runoff from
the construction drain to a
sediment basin. Water

No incidents were reported during this
audit period. The results of surface
water monitoring (for pH, TSS, Oil and

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Regular ongoing
maintenance of
erosion and sediment

ater Quality relevant provisions of the ct, including - . . collected in that basin is rease and total solids) undertaken omplies
S3 B36 Water Qualit | t isi f the POEO Act, includi Robson Civil Projects — Hunter Power Projects llected in that basin i G d total solids) undertak C li controls to ensure
any discharge limits (both volume and quality) (Early Works) PESCP issue 1.3 dated 25 treated in an on-site water between February 2022 and thev are functionin
set for the development in any EPL. ' treatment plant and September 2023 are available on the v . &
September 2022 . o . . as always intended.
discharged from site in project website
Hunter Power Project, Surface water accordance with the
Monitoring Summary requirements of the EPL.
Progressive Erosion and Sediment Control
Plan, PESCP_01_Hunter Power Plant — Loxford
Earthworks HPP rev 3 dated 27 June 2023
All process operational wastewater generated
by the activity must: Operation of the power station has not
a) bedischarged to the sewer network comr‘nfenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
. subject to a trade waste agreement with condition has not yet been triggered.
S3B37 Water Quality Hunter Water Corporation; or
b) captured and stored at the premises and Operation of the power station has not
:;:rjz o:rlzttc))eadllizz(r)'nzz?j (\j\fak;z;\?vgt:: commenced. This monitoring Not Triggered
. P condition has not yet been triggered.
facility.
Robson Civil Projects Hunter Power Project
(Early Works) PESCP Stage 2.
. . Phot h 4 sh th
UGL HPP/KNSS Erosion and Sediment Control ° ograp > (.)WS €
construction sediment
Plan —30 January 2023 .
basin
Hunter Power Project — Lot 3B Erosion and Photograph 5 shows
Sediment Control Plan (HPP — SHL-CON-GEN- & . P .
Prior to the commencement of any DRG-001 Rev B) geofabric erosion | .
construction the Proponent must install and protection on the batter for . Regu arongoing
maintain suitable sediment and erosion Robson Civil Projects — Hunter Power Projects the oil water separator Surface water controls were inspected maintenance of
; ing the sit it. ACPESC h i i t
S3B38 Water Quality | controls onsite, in accordance with the (Early Works) PESCP issue 1.3 dated 25 Photograph 9 shows the during the site aud; 3C has Complies erosion and sedimen

relevant requirements of Managing Urban
Stormwater: Soils and Construction — Volume
2A Installation of Services (DECC 2008).

September 2022

PROGRESSIVE EROSION AND SEDIMENT
CONTROL PLAN, PESCP_01_ HUNTER POWER
PLANT — LOXFORD EARTHWORKS HPP dated
27/6/23

PROGRESSIVE EROSION AND SEDIMENT
CONTROL PLAN, PESCP_01_HUNTER POWER
PLANT — LOXFORD Stormwater outlet dated
27/6/23

site water
settlement/treatment
container.

Photograph 10 shows
perimeter drainage with
rock checks and scour
protection

prepared progressive erosion and
sediment control plans for the project.

controls to ensure
they are functioning
as always intended.
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Documents Reviewed

PROGRESSIVE EROSION AND SEDIMENT
CONTROL PLAN, PESCP_01_HUNTER POWER
PLANT — LOXFORD Stormwater outlet dated
27/6/23

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Acid Sulphate

The Proponent must ensure that any
construction activities in identified areas of
acid sulphate soil risk are undertaken in

Acid Sulphate Soil Management Plan, Hart
Road, Loxford NSW, prepared by ADE

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — no acid sulphate soils

As noted by previous audits, an acid
sulphate soils management plan was
been prepared by the civil contractor

(Robson Civil). The plan provides
Complies

S3 B39 Consulting Group, Version v1f, dated 10 June )
Soils accordance with the Acid Sulphate Soil Manual | 5057 are currently being treated on- appropriate procedures for the
(Acid Sulphate Soil Management Advisory y . site at this time identification and management of ASS.
Committee, 1998). Incident Register No acid sulfate soils were being treated
on-site at the time of this IEA
Hunter Power Project Water Management
Prior to the commencement of construction, Plan, Final, dated 25 February 2022.
unless the Secretary agrees otherwise, the f ( hue) ( The Water Management Plan was
, Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
; ) ; i prepared by Jacobs. The authors of the
Proponent must prepare a Water M'anagfement Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI- plan were approved by DPE in January
Plan for the development to the satisfaction of | 1290060) — Experts Approval to prepare Water 2022 .
the Secretary. This plan must: Management Plan”, dated 24 January 2022. ' Complies
a) be prepared by a suitably qualified and g Conditional Approval for the Water
p .p A yda . Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I Management Plan was issued by DPE
experienced person/s whose appointment | smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
) on 16 February 2022.
has been endorsed by the Secretary; 1290060) — Water Management Plan”, dated
16 February 2022.
Email from DPE Water (A Drew) to SHL (M
Luger) titled “Hunter Power Station: request to
comment on draft water management plan”,
dated 23 November 2021. DPE declines to
provide comment on the draft.
Email from SHL (I Smith) to DPE Water (A
Drew) titled “Hunter Project — Construction
Water Management Plan Consultation”, dated
17 February 2022. This email requests the
53 B4O Water

Management Plan

b) be prepared in consultation with EPA, DPE
Water, Hunter Water Corporation, and
Council;

second round of consultation with DPE Water
in response to the Conditional Approval of the
Water Management Plan.

Email from DPE Water (A Drew) to SHL (M
Luger) titled “DPE Water Response - Hunter
Power Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station) (SSI-
12590060) — Construction Water Management
Plan: SHL comment”, dated 11 April 2022.

Email from Hunter Water (B Calderwood) to
SHL (I Smith) titled “Confirmation from Hunter
Water of on-going engagement with Snowy
Hydro regarding the servicing of the Hunter
Power Project site at Kurri Kurri”, dated 28
January 2022.

Email from EPA (M Sing) to Jacobs (M Luger)
titled “Letter in relation to draft management
plans — EPL 21627 — Proposed Hunter Power
Station — Jacobs Group (Australia) Pty Ltd —
23/11/2021.

Email from Cessnock City Council (S Hyatt) to
Jacobs (M Luger) titled “Hunter Project
management plan feedback”, dated 24

Correspondence verifying that the
required consultation was undertaken
during the preparation of the
Construction Water Management Plan,
including the second round of
consultation with DPE Water following
conditional approval of the plan was
provided to the Auditor.

Complies

Compliance Finding

Recommendation
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Documents Reviewed

November 2021.

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

c) include a: (i) Site Water Balance that
includes details of:

a) predicted annual inflows to and
outflows from the site;

b) sources and security of water supply,
including reasonable and feasible
measures to minimise potable water
demand through detailed design and
operations;

c) water and wastewater storage capacity;

d) water use and management on site
including demineralisation water
treatment and wastewater transfer; and

e) reporting procedure;

Hunter Power Project Water Management
Plan, Final, dated 25 February 2022.

The site water balance (construction
phase) is presented in Section 4.1 of
the Water Management Plan.

S3 B40

Water
Management Plan

d

-

include a: (ii) Surface Water Management
Plan that includes:

a) baseline data on surface water flows
and quality of watercourses and/or water
bodies potentially impacted by the
development;

Hunter Power Project Water Management
Plan, Final, dated 25 February 2022.

The elements of the Surface Water
Management Plan are covered in the
Water Management Plan, specifically:

Section 4.4.1 of the Water
Management Plan states that the
Principal Contractor will develop a
Surface Water Management Plan
including a Basin Discharge Procedure.
Robson Civil has prepared a CEMP
covering the excavation stage of
construction. Section 9.2.4 of the
Robson Civil CEMP states that surface
water management will be managed in
accordance with the following
documents:

e Robson Progressive Erosion and
sediment control procedures
(PESCP)

e Robson Soil and Water
Management Plan which includes
water quality control procedures

e Robson Discharge Management
Plan

Baseline surface water data is included
in Section 3.2.3 of the WMP.

d) include a: (ii) Surface Water Management
Plan that includes:

b) a detailed description of the surface water
management system; including:

- erosion control measures and pollution
control measures which do not require an
open basin excavated below the water table
where practicable; and

- measures to manage spills, off site flood
impacts and stream erosion flows;

Hunter Power Project Water Management
Plan, Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Hunter Power Project Construction
Environmental Management Plan Rev 3 dated
3/6/22

UGL HPP/KNSS Erosion and Sediment Control
Plan — 30 January 202

Hunter Power Project Lot 3B Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan

A description of the Surface Water
Management System and Erosion and
Sediment Controls are described in
Sections 16.1 and 16.2 of the UGL
CEMP as well as UGL HPP/KNSS Erosion
and Sediment Control Plan.

The previous audit (May 2023)
identified inconsistencies between the
measures documented in the CEMP
and the DPE approved Water
Management Plan that has been
approved by DPE as well as areas

Compliance Finding

Complies

Complies

Complies

Recommendation
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Documents Reviewed

PROGRESSIVE EROSION AND SEDIMENT
CONTROL PLAN HUNTER POWER PLANT —
LOXFORD EARTHWORKS dated 27 June 2023

PROGRESSIVE EROSION AND SEDIMENT
CONTROL PLAN HUNTER POWER PLANT -
LOXFORD DRAINAGE WORKS dated 27 June
2023

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

where mitigation measures in the
CEMP did not meet the requirements
of the “Blue Book”

Accordingly, it was recommended that
Sections 16.1 and 16.2 of the CEMP are
revised so that it is consistent with the
requirements of the DPE approved
Water Management Plan and the
requirements of the “Blue Book”.

The auditor was provided with a copy
of the updated CEMP and observed the
recommended changes were made.

The Progressive Erosion and Sediment
Control Plans for Earthworks and
Drainage works have been updated by
a qualified CPESC during the audit
period.

c) a program to monitor and evaluate:
- disturbance of acid sulphate soils;

- surface water discharges, stormwater and
storage volumes;

- rainfall and flooding events; and

- the effectiveness of the surface water
management systems to minimise erosion and
sediment impacts;

Water quality monitoring is covered in
Section 6.2 of the WMP and Robson
CEMP.

Acid Sulfate Soils management is
covered in the Robson ASSMP
prepared by ADE Consulting called
“22.0389.ASSMP1.v1f _Robson
Loxford”.

S3 B40

Water
Management Plan

d) reporting procedures for the results of the
monitoring program; and

Daily and weekly environmental
inspections and erosion and sediment
control and water quality control
inspections are covered in the CEMS,
Robson CEMP, Section 6.2 of the WMP
and Section 2.5 CMP.

e) a plan to mitigate any adverse surface water
impacts of the development;

Measures to mitigate any adverse
surface water impacts from the Project
are identified in Section 5.2 and Table
5-2 of the WMP

Compliance Finding

Complies

Complies

Complies

Recommendation
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Condition

e) include a: iii) Groundwater Management
Plan that includes: a) detailed baseline
data of hydrogeology and groundwater
levels and quality of groundwater
resources potentially impacted by the
development;

b) water licencing requirements;

c) a detailed description of the
groundwater management and monitoring
system, including measures to reduce
potential for contamination or take of
groundwater and estimated groundwater
take, if the base of the pollution and
surface water management basin is
located less than 1 m above the water
table;

d) a program to monitor and evaluate
groundwater flows, groundwater quality
and the effectiveness of groundwater
management systems, including

e) reporting procedures for the results of
the monitoring program;

f) a plan to respond to any probable or
actual exceedances of the groundwater
performance criteria and repair, mitigate
and/or offset any adverse groundwater
impacts of the development.

Documents Reviewed

Hunter Power Project Water Management
Plan, Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations Assessment

Table 1.3 of the Water Management
Plan states that the Groundwater
Management Plan described in this
condition is an operational
requirement and will be included in the
next revision of the Water
Management Plan.

The Auditor notes that this condition
does not specify that the Groundwater
Management Plan is solely an
operational requirement. However,
the groundwater issues covered in this
Condition relate to the operational
phase of the project.

S3 B41

Protection of
Heritage Items

The Proponent must ensure the development
does not cause any direct or indirect impacts
on heritage items located outside the
approved development footprint.

Incident Register

Hunter Power Project — Heritage Impact
Mitigation, 2 February 2022

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor) — no heritage sites
outside of the project site have
been impacted by the
construction works.

No heritage sites outside of the project
site have been impacted by the
construction works.

New South Wales Archaeology Pty Ltd
has been commissioned by Snowy
Hydro Limited to undertake a program
of heritage impact mitigation for the
Project. This report describes the work
undertaken to meet the requirements
of the CHMP.

In summary, no Aboriginal objects
were retrieved during the
archaeological works. In addition, the
works have demonstrated that the
Project Site is highly disturbed in all
areas and is very low archaeological
sensitivity.

It is concluded that the Project Site has
very low to negligible archaeological
potential.

No direct or indirect impacts to
Heritage Items have been reported
during the audit period

S3 B42

Protection of
Heritage Items

If Aboriginal archaeological heritage items are
unexpectedly discovered during construction
of the development, all works must cease, and
a suitably qualified and experienced
archaeologist be brought in to assess the find.

Incident Register

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — no unexpected
archaeological artifacts have
been found during the

No unexpected archaeological artifacts
have been found during the
construction works.

Compliance Finding

Not Triggered

Recommendation

Not Triggered
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Condition

Depending on the nature of the discovery,
additional assessment, recording and
management measures may be required prior
to the recommencement of works in the
affected area. Heritage NSW - ACH and/or
members of the relevant Local Aboriginal Land
Council must be notified of this discovery in
writing.

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

construction works.

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

S3 B43

Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage
Management Plan

Prior to the commencement of construction,
unless the Secretary agrees otherwise, the
Proponent must prepare an Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan for the
development to the satisfaction of the
Secretary. The plan must:

a) be prepared by suitably qualified and
experienced persons;

Hunter Power Project Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan, Amended Final,
dated 24 February 2022.

Hunter Power Project Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan dated 14
September 2022.

Letter from ER (Greg Byrnes) to SHL (I
Strachan) titled “Hunter Power Project Cultural
Heritage Management Plan Approved Version
2 (14/9/2022)” dated 15 September 2022

Email from SHL (M Luger) to the Registered
Aboriginal Parties titled “Hunter Power Project
(Kurri Kurri Power Station — Cultural Heritage
Update)” dated 25 November 2022.

Hunter (Kurri Kurri) Power Project: Cultural
Heritage Update, 9 May 2023

The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Management Plan has been prepared
and the final version published on 24
February 2022. The plan was prepared
by Jacobs, an appropriately qualified
and experienced consultant.

The CHMP was revised during the audit
period. in response to findings of
shallow and medium depth test
excavations. Key

changes include not requiring further
medium depth test excavations in the
vicinity of the turbine foundations and
refinements to monitoring of the
piles. The document will be issued to
the ER for endorsement prior to being
sent to RAPs and uploaded to the
project website.

The CHMP was endorsed by the ER on
15 September 2022. An update to the
Registered Aboriginal Parties was
provided on the 25t of November
2022

b) be prepared in consultation with
Registered Aboriginal Parties and Heritage
NSW - ACH;

Hunter Power Project Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan, Amended Final,
dated 24 February 2022.

Appendix A of the ACHMP provides a
detailed record of the consultation
undertaken with each relevant party.

c) be submitted to the Secretary for approval
prior to carrying out construction under
this approval;

Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) — Cultural Heritage Management
Plan”, dated 17 January 2022.

Conditional Approval for the Cultural
Heritage Management Plan was
approved by DPE on 17 February 2022.

d

-

describe the measures to be implemented
on the site to:

(i) ensure all workers receive suitable
Aboriginal cultural heritage inductions
prior to carrying out any activities which
may cause impacts to Aboriginal objects or
Aboriginal places, and that suitable
records are kept of these inductions;

(ii) protect, monitor and/or manage
Aboriginal objects, including an
archaeological monitoring program which
includes a methodology for test and/or
salvage excavations of intact alluvial
deposits, and measures for the long-term
management of Aboriginal objects if
discovered during construction;

Hunter Power Project Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan, Amended Final,
dated 24 February 2022.

Email from Jacobs (M Luger) to the Registered
Aboriginal Parties titled “Hunter Power
Station: updated Cultural Heritage
Management Plan for information” 20
September 2022

Email from SHL (M Luger) to the Registered
Aboriginal Parties titled “Hunter Power Project
(Kurri Kurri Power Station — Cultural Heritage
Update)” dated 25 November 2022.

Section 4.2 of the plan describes the
induction training to be undertaken in
relation to cultural heritage.

Section 4 describes the impact
mitigation and monitoring program to
be implemented.

Section 4.7 describes the unexpected
finds protocol.

The CHHMP was issued to the
Registered Aboriginal Parties on the 20
September 2022 with a further email
update provided on the 25 November
2022.

Compliance Finding

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Recommendation

Page 62



Condition

(iii) protect Aboriginal objects and
Aboriginal places located outside the
approved disturbance area from impacts
of the development;

(iv) manage the discovery of suspected
human remains and any new Aboriginal
objects or Aboriginal places, including
provisions for burials, over the life of the
development; and

(v) facilitate ongoing consultation and
involvement of Registered Aboriginal
Parties in the conservation and
management of Aboriginal cultural
heritage on the site;

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

e) an unexpected finds protocol;

Hunter Power Project Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan, Amended Final,
dated 24 February 2022.

Section 4.1 of the plan describes the
processes for on-going consultation.

f) include a strategy for the care, control and
storage of Aboriginal objects salvaged on
the site, both during the life of the
development and in the long term.

Hunter Power Project Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Management Plan, Amended Final,
dated 24 February 2022.

Section 4.6 describes the program for
on-going protection and care of
artifacts salvaged from the site.

The Proponent must implement the approved

Robson Civil Hunter Power Project
Environmental Induction 6422 (dated 28 April
2022).

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — no unexpected

The site induction package delivered to
all construction personnel describes
the key requirements, including dealing
with unexpected finds, for heritage

S3 B43 Waste Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan UGL Hunter Power Project 3200-0663 Project archaeological artifacts have management during construction. No
e 3 3 " | Induction 2023. been found during the unexpected finds were discovered
Hunter (Kurri Kurri) Power Project: Cultural construction works. durln'g'the audl't period. The'Reglstgred
- Aboriginal Parties were provided with a
Heritage Update, 9 May 2023 .
project update on the 9 May 2023.
Incident Register (Robsons Civil)
Letter from Qualtest (G Jackson) to Robsons
Civil (R Rassouli) titled “Project 6244 — HPP
Early Works, Kurri Kurri Waste Classification
Any waste materials exposed or created in Assessment — Slag Material”, dated 6 May Waste is being appropriately managed.
association with the constructions works and 2022. Records were provided to the auditor
S3 B44 Waste proposed to be disposed of to an offsite 2023 Waste offsite Report that demonstrated the appropriate
location, must be classified in accordance with ) ) ) classification, transport and disposal of
the EPA’s Waste Classification Guidelines. Renewable Oil Services — Service Docket 65270 waste.
dated 6/11/23.
Renewable Oil Services — Transport Certificate
—No 2T
Principal Environmental Planning
) ) ) and Management (Jacobs) - Fuels | At the time of this IEA
Chemicals, fuels and oils used on-site must be stored on site include petrol and construction works were
kept in appropriately bunded areas in diesel fuel, oil for small plant underwav. No significant There is (during this construction
accordance with the requirements of all h | bil A gnitic phase) no bulk storage of fuel on-site.
such as generators, large mobile storage of fuels and oils
S3 B46 Waste relevant Australian Standards, and/or EPA’s Minor fuel, oil and chemicals are

Storing and Handling of Liquids: Environment
Protection- Participants Manual (Department
of Environment and Climate change, 2007).

plant is fuelled by a mobile fuel
truck that brings spill mats to
place under vehicles during the
refuelling process. There are also
chemicals stored at the water
treatment area —thatisin a

were present at the site.
Photograph 2 shows a self-
bunded dangerous goods
storage container

stored appropriately in bunded
containers.

Compliance Finding

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Recommendation
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Condition

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

chemical container with a bund.

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Construction cannot commence until a copy of
the Site Audit Statement that covers the site

NSW EPA NSW Site Auditor Scheme Site Audit
Statement no, 2021/03, dated 4 February
2022. This audit statement covers the former
switchyard.

NSW EPA NSW Site Auditor Scheme Site Audit

Two site audit statements were

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

Traffi . . . SHL Envi tal A d for the site and ided t
ratic subject to the development is provided to the Statement no, 2015/01a, dated 21 December . nvironmenta . ssurance preparec for . € site and provi e. ° .
S3 B47 Management . . . . Advisor — construction works DPE. DPE confirmed that the Audit Complies
. Secretary. The Site Audit Statement must 2021. This audit statement covers the
Requirements I ; . commenced on 29 March 2022. Statements were accepted on 1 March
demonstrate the site is suitable for the remainder of the development site. 2022
development. Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
1290060) — Site Audit Statement”, dated 1
March 2022.
The Proponent must: Condition B47 a) (maintenance of site
a) maintain all roads and utility-related roads) is applicable to the.operat.i(?nal Not Triggered
infrastructure on site in a safe and phase only. Th(.erefore, this condition
serviceable condition; has not been triggered.
Condition B47 b) (provision of parking)
b) provide sufficient parking on site for all is applicable to the operational phase .
Not Ti
vehicles; only. Therefore, this condition has not ot Triggered
been triggered.
Traffic The CAQMP specifies the requirement
S3 B48 Management that all trucks entering and leaving the
Requirements site must be covered.
. . . . It is noted that the Driver Code of
'I:I/Iunter PowetrPPIrOJelc'; (JZonstruc;n(;);ZAlr Quality SHL Environmental Assurance Conduct does not specify that all
anagement Flan, anuary Advisor — Heavy vehicle driver are No trucks were observed incoming and outgoing loads must be
c) ensure heavy vehicles entering and leaving | Hunter Power Project Traffic Management required to attend the UGL Site entering or leaving the site covered, although this requirement is Comblies
the site have loads covered or contained; Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022 Induction and sign off on the durin tghe site insg ection covered in the Environmental P
. . - . contents of the Driver Code of J P ’ Induction. This is the key
Induction Register Robson Civil Projects ) ] N - .
onduct as part of that induction. communication tool with heavy vehicle
(24.2.22 - 21.4.22) Conduct t of that induct tion tool with h hicl
- o drivers during both the construction
and operational phases.
The Auditor reviewed the induction
training register.
The CAQMP specifies the requirement
that the public road servicing the site is
regularly inspected and swept.
Hunter Power Project Construction Air Quality A wheel wash has been A wheel wash has been installed at the
« Management Plan, 17 January 2022 installed at the site exit. site exit to remove dust / dirt from
Traffic L ; ; ' ' h '
t t ) ] N . eavy vehicles.
S3 B47 Management d) minimise dust and/or sediment being Hunter Power Project Traffic Management No significant build up of

Requirements

tracked onto Hart Road and the public
road network;

Plan Amended Final, dated 3 April 2023.

Induction Register Robson Civil Projects
(24.2.22-21.4.22).

dust / dirt was observed on
the public road servicing
the site at the time of this
IEA.

The Auditor reviewed the induction
training register that verified training
of heavy vehicle drivers.

There was no significant accumulation
of sediment at the site entrance or
dust observed during the audit
inspection.

Complies

Page 64



Condition

e) minimise the traffic noise impacts of the
development; and

Documents Reviewed

Drivers Code of Conduct

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — Heavy vehicle driver are
required to attend the UGL Site
Induction and sign off on the
contents of the Driver Code of
Conduct as part of that induction

Inspections / Observations

No trucks were observed
entering or leaving the site
during the site inspection.

Assessment

The TMP and Drivers Code of Conduct
specifies the requirement that heavy
vehicle noise is minimised.

The Auditor reviewed the induction
training register that verified training
of heavy vehicle drivers.

f) keep the public informed of any road or
infrastructure upgrades, disruptions to
traffic, the closure of roads or other
infrastructure, oversize overmass vehicle
use, peak construction periods, and any
emergencies.

Complaints Register

Newcastle City Police District — Facebook
Notification titled “Expected Traffic Delays —
Saturday 17t of June”

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor —the public were
notified by Newcastle City
Policy via Facebook
notifications of the OSOM
deliveries

No traffic related complaints were
recorded during the audit period.

An oversize/overmass delivery
occurred on the 17t of June 2023.

The public were notified by Newcastle
City Policy via Facebook notifications of
the OSOM deliveries

S3 B48

Traffic
Management Plan

Prior to the commencement of construction,
unless the Secretary agrees otherwise, the
Proponent must prepare a Traffic Management
Plan in consultation with Council and TfNSW
for the development and to the satisfaction of
the Secretary.

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Approved Version 4, dated 17
December 2022.

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to HP: (I Strachan)
titled “ Hunter Power Project: Traffic
Management Plan Approved Version 4 (17
December 2022)”, dated 11 January 2023.

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — construction works
commenced on 29 March 2022.

The initial Traffic Management Plan
was prepared and issued on 25
February 2022, prior to
commencement of construction.

During the previous audit period, the
TMP was revised to allow for additional
heavy vehicle numbers during
continuous concrete pours outside
standard hours. The changes to the
TMP were endorsed by the ER on the
11t January 2023.

This plan must:

a) describe the measures that would be
implemented to comply with the transport
management requirements in condition
BA7 above;

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022

Letter from SHL (M. Bokil) to DPE (S
Odonohue) titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter
Power Project: Traffic Management Plan
Review” dated 6 April 2023

Email from Cessnock Council (P Giannopolous)
to SHL (A Van der Kroft) titled Snowy Hydro
Limited — Hunter Power Project — Traffic
Management Plan” dated 13 April 2023

Letter from ER (G.Byrnes) to SHL (I.Strachan)
titled “Hunter Power Project: Traffic
Management Plan Approved Version 5.1 (3
April 2023)”

Email from TfNSW (M Kimura) to SHL (A
Vander Kroft) titled “Snowy Hydro Limited —
Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan” dated 19 April 2023

Hunter Power Project, Traffic Management
Plan, Final Version 5.1 dated 23 April 2023

UGL Mail Transmittal titled “Traffic Survey for
Traffic Management Plan — Survey Conducted

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor - In line with the
amendments made to the Traffic
Management Plan. Following
Mod 1, we conduct a monthly
survey of all workers arriving at
site between 6 and 7 am as this is
when the bulk of our workforce
start work. They are asked if they
drove to work today and, if so,
what suburb they travelled from
and if they used the Main
Road/Kurri Interchange. They are
then asked which survey they are
heading to from work and what
time they leave.

Section 6 of the Traffic Management
Plan describes the impact mitigation
measures to be implemented to
address the requirements of Condition
B47.

Since the approval of MOD 1, the
Traffic Management Plan was
amended. Additional Surveys are
undertaken in accordance with the
revised plan with records provided as
evidence.

Compliance Finding Recommendation

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies
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Condition

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

during June 2023” dated 30/6/23.
HPP Traffic Survey June 23 XCEL spreadsheet)

HPP Traffic Survey August 23 XCEL
spreadsheet)

Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations

Assessment

b) include details of the transport route to be
used for all construction and operational
traffic;

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022

Section 4.3 of the Traffic Management
Plan describes the transport routes for
light, heavy and oversize / over mass
vehicles.

c) include details of the measures that would
be implemented to minimise traffic safety
issues and disruption to local users of the
transport route/s during construction and
operations;

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Section 6 of the Traffic Management
Plan describes the impact mitigation
measures to be implemented.

d) include oversize over mass requirements
and management;

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Section 6.11 of the Traffic
Management Plan describes the
management of oversize / over mass
vehicles.

S3 B48

Traffic
Management Plan

e) include a driver’s code of conduct that
addresses:

(i) travelling speeds;

(ii) driver fatigue;

(iii) procedures to ensure that drivers adhere
to the designated transport routes; and

(iv) procedures to ensure that drivers
implement safe drive practise;

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022.

The Driver Code of Conduct is provided
in Appendix A and satisfies the
requirements of Condition B48 e).

f) include a program to:

(i) record and track vehicle movements; and
(ii) monitor the effectiveness of these
measures; and

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Table 7-3 of the plan requires the
recording of heavy vehicle movements
to and from site.

g) include a protocol for undertaking
independent dilapidation surveys to assess
the existing condition of Hart Road, prior
to and following construction and
decommissioning activities.

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022.

Section 6.5 of the Traffic Management
Plan describes the requirement for pre
and post construction dilapidation
surveys.

h) include measures to ensure that there are
no more than 80 light vehicle movements
per hour through the Main Road and
Hunter Expressway interchange associated
with the development in the morning and
afternoon peak periods respectively during
the construction period, including a
protocol for the monthly verification of
the origin of light vehicle movements in
the morning and afternoon peak period;
and

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final Version 5.1 dated 3 April
2023.

Letter from ER (G.Byrnes) to SHL (Strachan)
titled “Hunter Power Project: Traffic
Management Plan Approved Version 5.1 dated
3 April 2023

The traffic management plan was
revised and updated to address these
additional conditions from Mod 1. The
revised TMP was endorsed by the ER
on 3 April 2023.

i) describe measures to investigate
opportunities to promote the use of
shuttle buses and car-pooling during the

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final Version 5.1 dated 3 April
2023.

The traffic management plan was
revised and updated to address these
additional conditions from Mod 1. The

Compliance Finding

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Recommendation
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Condition

construction period.

Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Letter from ER (G.Byrnes) to SHL (Strachan)
titled “Hunter Power Project: Traffic
Management Plan Approved Version 5.1 dated
3 April 2023

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

revised TMP was endorsed by the ER
on 3 April 2023

The Proponent must implement the approved

Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plan Amended Final, dated 25 February 2022

Hunter Power Project Dilapidation Survey Hart

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor) — Heavy vehicle driver
are required to attend the

The dilapidation survey for Hart Road
has been completed.

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

) Robsons Civil Site Induction and Complies
Traffic Management Plan. Road, Loxford, prepared by Streetwise Road sign off on the contents of the Induction training for heavy vehicle
Safety and Traffic Services Pty Ltd, dated 14 Driver Code of Conduct as part of drivers is provided
February 2022. that induction.
Architectural Specification, Control and
Administration Building, Workshop and
Storage Building, Fire Pump Building, Chemical
Storage Building, Aecom Rev E dated 31 March
2023
Hunter Power Station, Lighting and General
Power, Lighting Site Design Parameters, . o
Drawing No HPP-AEC-ELE-PR-GEN-DRG-0301 An architectural specification has been
Rev 0 prepared for the Control and
] o Temporary lighting was Administration Building, Workshop and
The Proponent must: Hunter Power Station, Lighting and General observed during the site Storage Building, Fire Pump Building
Power, Lighting Site Design Parameters, . . . . i i i
a) minimise the off-site visual impacts of the T, HENtNg & SHL Environmental Assurance inspection. No residential a?nd tche C Final de.5|gn of visual and ; d
: . . Drawing No HPP-AEC-ELE-PR-GEN-DRG-0301 b dth lighting elements is not yet complete Not Triggere
development, including the potential for Rev 0 Advisor — Building colours will be | areas were observed that o . ’
any glare or reflection; matt and are being specified as would be visually impacted although design is progressing.
Hunter Power Station, Li'ghting and General such with the OEM. Lighting, such | during OOH work Temporary mobile lighting is provided
Power, Lighting Site Design Parameters, as aviation lighting, is being for OOH work with no complaints
) Drawing No HPP-AEC-ELE-PR-GEN-DRG-0302 specified in accordance with received.
53 B49 Visual and Rev0 CASA requirements which include
Lighting Technical Design Note: Reference — Reference | directing the light sources
HPP-AEC-ELE-NC-TCS-DTN-0003, AECOM 14 upwards so as to minimise off-
April 2022 site impacts.
Some temporary lighting has
been utilized for OOH work. No
complaints received due to the
operation of temporary lightin
P porary ighting An architectural specification has been
o ensre el apesance o T opan
infrastructure (including paint colours) S . & . .p .
blends in as far as possible with the Storage Building, Fire Pump Building Not Triggered
surroundin Iandscpa o and and the C Final design of visual and
& Pe; lighting elements is not yet complete,
although design is progressing
¢) not mount any commercial advertising
signs or logos on site, except where this is Operational requirement — not .
required for identification or safety triggered Not Triggered
purposes.
The Proponent must: SHL Environmental Assurance Final design of visual and lighting
Visual and a)  minimise the off-site lighting impacts of Advisor) — final design of these elements is not yet complete, although Not Triggered
S3 B50 Lighting the development; and elements is not yet complete. design is progressing
b) ensure that any external lighting SHL Environmental Assurance Final design of visual and lighting Not Triggered

associated with the development:

Advisor) —final design of these

elements is not yet complete, although
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Condition
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Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding Recommendation

(i) is installed as low intensity lighting
(except where required for safety or
emergency purposes);

(i) does not shine above the horizontal;
and

(iii) complies with Australian Standard
AS4282 (INT) 1997.

elements is not yet complete.

design is progressing

S5C1

Environmental
Management
Strategy

The Proponent must prepare and implement
an Environmental Management Strategy for
the project to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Hunter Power Project Environmental
Management Strategy Amended Final, dated
18 February 2022

Letter from ER (G Byrnes) to SHL (I Smith) titled
“Hunter Power Project Construction
Environmental Management Strategy (18
February 2022)”, dated 2 March 2022

Letter from ER (G.Byrnes) to SHL (I.Strachan)
titled “Construction Environmental
Management Strategy Approved Version 2 (10
May 2023)”

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — construction works

commenced on 29 March 2022.

The Construction Environmental
Management Strategy Plan was
prepared by Jacobs. The plan was
finalised on 18 February 2022, and
endorsed by the ER on 2 March 2022,
prior to the commencement of
construction.

During the audit period, the CEMs was
reviewed and updated to incorporate
the February 2023 MOD 1. The CEMs
was endorsed by the ER on the 29t of
May 2023.

The Strategy must:

a) provide the strategic framework for
environmental management of the
project;

Hunter Power Project Environmental
Management Strategy Amended Final, dated
18 February 2022

Section 1 of the EMS describes the
purpose and scope of the document
and establishes an appropriate
strategic framework for environmental
management of the project.

b

-

identify the statutory approvals that apply
to the project;

Hunter Power Project Environmental
Management Strategy Amended Final, dated
18 February 2022.

Legislative requirements are detailed in
Section 4 of the EMS.

c) describe the role, responsibility, authority
and accountability of all key personnel
involved in the environmental
management of the project;

Hunter Power Project Environmental
Management Strategy Amended Final, dated
18 February 2022.

Roles and responsibilities for
environmental management are
described in Section 7.2 of the EMS.

d

-

describe the procedures that would be
implemented to:

- keep the local community and relevant
agencies informed about the operation
and environmental performance of the
project;

- receive, handle, respond to, and record
complaints;

- resolve any disputes that may arise
during the course of the project;

- respond to any non-compliance; and

- respond to emergencies;

Hunter Power Project Environmental
Management Strategy Amended Final, dated
18 February 2022.

Community and stakeholder
engagement is described in Section 6.2
of the EMS.

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies

Complies
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Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding Recommendation

e) include:

(i) the following subplans: e construction
air quality management plan prepared in
consultation with the EPA;

e construction noise management plan
prepared in consultation with the EPA; and

e construction and operational waste
management plan, incorporating

Hunter Power Project Website.

Hunter Power Project Environmental

The EMS and subplans are available of
the project website, including the

Waste Management Plan, the Noise Complies
management of any contaminated Management Strategy Amended Final, dated and Vibration Management Plan and
materials disturbed during construction 18 February 2022. Construction Monitoring Program.
(ii) references to any strategies, plans and
programs approved under the conditions
of this approval; and
(iii) a clear plan depicting monitoring to be
carried out under the conditions of this
approval.
The Auditor reviewed each
Environmental management plan required under the
ssc1 Management The Proponent must implement the approved Refer to implementation of specific Approval and was satisfied that the Comblies
Strategy Environmental Management Strategy. environmental management subplans above. current construction works are being P
undertaken in accordance with those
plans.
. . SHL Environmental Assurance
Prior to the commencement of operations, the . . . . .
Advisor — providers are being Operation of the power station has not
Proponent must prepare a Net Zero Power . . L .
. considered for the Net Zero commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
Generation Plan for the development, to the . . .
. . Generation Plan, with an RFP or has not yet been triggered.
satisfaction of the Secretary. . : .
sole provider being considered.
The plan must:
) » Operation of the power station has not
a) be prgpared by a_suntably qualified, commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
experienced and independent person has not yet been triggered.
approved by the Secretary;
b) be prepared in consultation with the EPA Operation of the power station has not
and the Department’s Climate and commenced; therefore, this condition Not Triggered
Atmospheric Science Group; has not yet been triggered.
S5C2 Net Zero Power c) investigate opportunities to achieve Net
Generation Plan Zero greenhouse gas emissions from the
development including consideration of:
(i) contemporary best practice and
continuous improvement measures;
(ii) applicable Commonwealth and State Operation of the power station has not
greenhouse gas emissions targets and commenced; therefore this condition Not Triggered
policies including a commitment to Net has not yet been triggered.
Zero by 2050, and 50% reduction
compared to 2005 levels by 2030;
(iii) latest technology for displacing natural
gas or diesel as the fuel supply, such as use
of green hydrogen;
d) describe measures to displace or offset As above Operation of the power station has not Not Triggered
greenhouse gas emissions having regard commenced; therefore, this condition
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Condition

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

to:

(i) the investigations undertaken under
condition C2(c); and

(ii) the following Net Zero targets by
calendar year:  from the commencement
of operations until 2029: 10% of total
Scope 1 greenhouse gas emissions;

e from 2030 until 2039: all Scope 1
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from
generating electrical power at the
premises for more than 175 cumulative
hours per calendar year (or 2% of the
year); and

¢ from 2040 onwards: all Scope 1
greenhouse gas emissions.

has not yet been triggered.

Net Zero Power

Every three years following the approval of the
plan, or other timeframe agreed by the
Secretary, a report shall be submitted to the

Operation of the power station has not

environmental audit report under
Conditions C15 to C19 below 7

Snowy Hydro’s Document Review following
Approval of Modification 1 and April 2023
Independent Environmental Audit”

management plans were
reviewed following the previous
audit and the approval of MOD 1

Biodiversity, Cultural Heritage
Management, Construction

Environmental Strategy, the Air Quality

and the Noise and Vibration
Management Plan.

DPE acknowledged receipt of the
notification of the management review
and advised they do not have any
comments at this time.

S5C3 . Not Tri d, therefore thi diti Not Tri d
Generation Plan Secretary to update the outcomes of the ot Triggered commence ere.ore 15 condition ot Triggere
. . . . has not yet been triggered.
investigations and measures described in
condition C2.
Revisi f . (0} ti f th tation h t
ev§|on N The Proponent must implement the approved REration oTthe power s .a on .a.s no .
S5 C4 Strategies, Plans . commenced; therefore this condition Not Triggered
Net Zero Power Generation Plan. .
and Programs. has not yet been triggered.
The Proponent must review, and if necessary
revise, the strategies, plans, and programs
required under this approval to the satisfaction SHL Environmental Assurance o
of the. S(.ecretary within 3 months of the Incident Register Advisor — No reportable incidents gsrirsp(:;?::;::a:;g: were reported Not Triggered
submission of an: occurred during the audit period. € P ’
a) Submission of an incident report under
condition 5 C6 below
Snowy Hydro Performed a review of
the studies, plans and strategies and
notified the Department on the 31 May
Revision of 2023.
Strategies, Plans The plans were amended following the
and Programs. independent audit (May 2023) and the
S5C5 Incident approval of MOD 1.
NOtIﬂ(,:atlon’ Changes were made to the TMP as well
Reporting and Letter from SHL (D.Young) to DPE (J.Turner) SHL Environmental Assurance as the Water Management,
Response b) Submission of an independent titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter Power Project: Advisor —The CEMP and

Complies
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Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance Finding

Recommendation

c) the approval of any modification of the

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/maj

or-projects/projects/mod-1-laydown-
areas-and-construction-traffic

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — Modification 1 to the
Approval was approved on 1
March 2023. The modification
expands the EIS area to include
Precinct 3B and increases the
allowable light vehicle
movements to and from site.

Snowy Hydro Performed a review of
the studies, plans and strategies and
notified the Department on the 31 May
2023.

The plans were amended following the
independent audit (May 2023) and the
approval of MOD 1.

Changes were made to the TMP as well
as the Water Management,

H ) Letter from SHL (D.Young) to DPE (J.Turner) Not Triggered
conditions of this approval; titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter Power Project: Biodiversity, Cultural Heritage
Snowy Hydro’s Document Review following Management, Construction
Approval of Modification 1 and April 2023 Environmental Strategy, the Air Quality
Independent Environmental Audit” and the Noise and Vibration
Management Plan.
DPE acknowledged receipt of the
notification of the management review
and advised they do not have any
comments at this time.
SHL Environmental Assurance No directions were received from DPE
d) theissue of a direction of the Planning Advisor — No directions to revise requiring the amendment of any plan Not Triggered

Secretary

any plans were received from
DPE during the audit period.

required under the Approval during the
audit period.

The Proponent must review and, if necessary,
revise the studies, strategies or plans required
under the conditions of approval to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.

Where this review leads to revisions in any
such document, then within 4 weeks of the
review the revised document must be
submitted to the Secretary for approval, unless
otherwise agreed with the Secretary.

Letter from SHL (M Bokil) to DPE (J Turner)

titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter Power Project:
Snowy Hydro’s Document Review following
2022 Independent Environmental Audit dated
19 December 2022".

Email from DPE to SHL dated 20 January 2023.

Letter from SHL (D.Young) to DPE (J.Turner)
titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter Power Project:
Snowy Hydro’s Document Review following
Approval of Modification 1 and April 2023
Independent Environmental Audit”

DPE acknowledged receipt of the
notification of the management review
and advised they do not have any
comments at this time.

Non-compliance

The Secretary must be notified in writing via
the Major Projects website immediately after
the Proponent becomes aware of an incident.
The notification must identify the development
(including the application number and the

Incident Register

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — An incident threatening

Three environmental incidents were
recorded during the audit period.
Please refer to Section 7.1 of the main
report for details of those incidents.

Complies

Notification

development is non-compliant with, the way in
which it does not comply and the reasons for
the non-compliance (if known) and what

Complaints Register

compliance issues occurring
during the audit period.

period.

S5 C6 I s . inci i Not Triggered
Notification name of the development if it has one) and set | complaints Register material harm hasn’t occurred None of the incidents recorded in the g8
out the location and nature of the incident. during the course of the Project. fUd't perlod_trl'ggerec'ilthe c'rlt('erla as
Subsequent notification requirements must be reportable incidents”, i.e. '“C'de“t?
given, and reports submitted in accordance that have causgd or h'ad the potential
with the requirements set out in Appendix 4. to cause material environmental harm.
The Secretary must be notified in writing via SHL Environmental Assurance SHL is not aware of any compliance
Non-compliance | the Major Projects website within seven days Incident Register Advisor — SHL is not aware of any : ) any pha .
S5 C7 e . . . issues occurring during the audit Not Triggered
Notification after the Proponent becomes aware of any Complaints Register compliance issues occurring eriod
non-compliance. during the audit period. P '
A non-compliance notification must identify
the development and the application number Incident Regist SHL Environmental Assurance SHL is not aware of any compliance
Non-compliance i iti ncident Register Advisor — SHL is not aware of an . ) . . .
S5 C8 P forit, set out the condition of approval that the v issues occurring during the audit Not Triggered

Page 71


https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-1-laydown-areas-and-construction-traffic
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-1-laydown-areas-and-construction-traffic
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-1-laydown-areas-and-construction-traffic

Project Approval 12590060

Condition Documents Reviewed Interviews / Conversations Inspections / Observations Assessment Compliance Finding Recommendation
actions have been, or will be, undertaken to
address the non-compliance.
. . - SHL Environmental Assurance . .
Compliance A n'on?compllance which has been nOtIfI(::'C'j as Incident Register Advisor — SHL is not aware of any _SHL is not aw_are of :fmy complla_nce _
S5C9 Reportin an incident does not need to also be notified as ) ] compliance issues occurrin issues occurring during the audit Not Triggered
P & a non-compliance. Complaints Register h ) . & period.
during the audit period.
Compll:cmce Re_ports of the devglopment must Compliance reports are not required by
. be carried out in accordance with the . . . .
Compliance . . . . Compliance Reporting Post Approval the Compliance Reporting Post .
S5 C10 . Compliance Reporting Requirements outlined . . Not Triggered
Reporting . . X Requirements (May 2020) Approval Requirements (2020) for
in the Compliance Reporting Post Approval construction proiects
Requirements (2020) or its latest version. proj ’
Compliance Reports must be submitted to the
Department in accordance with the Compliance reports are not required by
s5 C11 Compliance timeframes set out in the Compliance Compliance Reporting Post Approval the Compliance Reporting Post Not Trigeered
Reporting Reporting Post Approval Requirements (2020) Requirements (May 2020) Approval Requirements (2020) for B8
or its latest version, unless otherwise agreed to construction projects.
by the Secretary.
The Proponent must make each Compliance Compliance reports are not required by
S5 C12 Compliance Report publicly available within 60 days of Compliance Reporting Post Approval the Compliance Reporting Post Not Trigeered
Reporting submitting it to the Secretary, unless otherwise | Requirements (May 2020) Approval Requirements (2020) for &8
agreed by the Secretary. construction projects.
Notwithstanding the requirements of the
Compliance Reporting Post Approval
Requirements (2020) or its latest version, the . .
Secretary may approve a request for ongoing Compliance reports are not required by
Notification to . . Compliance Reporting Post Approval the Compliance Reporting Post .
S5 C13 Department annual operational compliance reports to be Requirements (May 2020) Approval Requirements (2020) for Not Triggered
P ceased, where it has been demonstrated to the q y cgr?structionq roiects
Secretary’s satisfaction that an operational projects.
compliance report has demonstrated
operational compliance.
Prior to commencing the construction, Letter from DPE (S O’Donoghue) to SHL (I
operations, upgrading or decommissioning of Smith) titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-
the development or the cessation of 1290060) Management Plan Staging”, dated 22
operations, the Proponent must notify the December 2021. .
Department via the Major Projects website . SHL advised DPE of the .
Independent portal of the date of commencement, or L.etter”from DPE (H Watt(?rs) to SHL (I Smith) comr.'nenceme.nt of co.n.structlon as
S5 C14 Environmental cessation, of the relevant phase. tltle'd' Hl'.lnter Power Project (SSI-1290060) required by this Condition. SHL'aIso @l
Audit Notification of commencement of requested approval for the staging of
If any of these phases of the developmentare | (onstruction”, dated 4 April 2022. management plans. That request was
to be staged, then the Proponent must notify , approved by DPE.
the Department in writing prior to LetFer fr.om D”PE (so Donoghue). to SHL (I
commencing the relevant stage, and clearly Smith) titled Hunter Powir Project (SSI-
identify the development that would be 1290060) Staging Request”, dated 10 February
carried out during the relevant stage. 2022.
Ken Holmes of Barnett and May was
. . d by DPE A | on the 10t
Independent Audits of the development must Letter from DPE (I Strachan) titled “Hunter approved by pprovaton the
Independent . . . of February 2023.
S5 C15 Environmental be conducted and carried out in accordance Power Project (SSI-12590060) - Independent Complies
Audit with the Independent Audit Post Approval Auditor Nomination to SHL dated 10 February This third audit commenced on 25th P

Requirements (2020) or its latest version.

2023.

September 2023 with the site
inspection on the 5th of October 2023
within 6 months of the previous audit
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Project Approval 12590060

Documents Reviewed

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment Compliance Finding

and in compliance with this condition.

Letter from DPE (H Watters) to SHL (I Smith)

Inqependent Proposed |.ndep.e.ndent auditors must b? titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-1290060) DPE approved the appointment of the .
S5 C16 Environmental agreed to in writing by the Secretary prior to . S, . . . Complies
. . Independent Auditor Nomination”, dated 26 auditor for this IEA in February 2023
Audit the commencement of an Independent Audit.
July 2022.
Hunter Valley Power Station,2022 Independent
Environmental Audit, Barnett and May, 7
October 2022 Rev 0.
The Secretary may require th<=j initial and Letter from SHL (I Strachan) to DPE (S '
subsequent Independent Audits to be k . “ SHL Environmental Assurance
. . . O’Donoghue) titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter .
undertaken at different times to those specified . ) Advisor — DPE have not .
Independent . . Power Project: Snowy Hydro’s Response to the . DPE have not requested audits to be
. in the Independent Audit Post Approval . . requested audits to be L .
S5 C17 Environmental L . . Independent Environmental Audit 2022 . undertaken at alternative timeframes Not triggered
. Requirements (2020) or its latest version, upon - . . undertaken at alternative . . . L
Audit L ) . o findings Response to Final audit dated 17 . . . in accordance with this condition
giving at least 4 weeks’ notice (or timing) to the October 2022” timeframes in accordance with
Proponent of the date upon which the audit ’ this condition
must be commenced. Email from DPE to SHL titled “Hunter Power
Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station)- Post
Approval Document Received — (SSI-12590060-
PA-47).
Hunter Valley Power Station,2022 Independent
Environmental Audit, Barnett and May, 7
October 2022 Rev 0
Letter from SHL (I Strachan) to DPE (S
O’Donoghue) titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter
Power Project: Snowy Hydro’s Response to the
Independent Environmental Audit 2022
findings Response to Final audit dated 17
October 2022”
Email from DPE to SHL titled “Hunter Power
Independent Audit Reports and the Project (Kurri Kurri Power Station)- Post ] o )
Proponent’s response to audit findings must be | Approval Document Received — (SSI-12590060- The previous audit site inspection was
Independent | Submitted to the Secretary within 2 months of | pa-47) undertaken on the 4t April 2023, and
s5C18 Envirc?nmental undertaking the independent audit site ; the Audit Report was S.Ub.m'ttEd to DPE Complies
) inspection, as outlined in the Independent Audit Letter rom.SHL (D Young) to DPE (SO on the 31 May 2023 within the 2- P
Audit Donohue) titled “SSI 12590060 — Hunter Power month timeframe.

Post Approvals Requirements (2020) or its latest
version, unless otherwise agreed by the
Secretary.

Project: Snowy Hydro’s Response to the April
2023 Independent Environmental Audit
findings” dated 31 May 2023

Recommendation
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Condition

Notwithstanding the requirements of the
Independent Audit Post Approvals
Requirements (2020) or its latest version, the

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment Compliance Finding

Noted

Independent Secretary may approve a request for ongoing
S5 C19 Environmental independent operational audits to be ceased,
Audit where it has been demonstrated to the
Secretary’s satisfaction that independent
operational audits have demonstrated
operational compliance.
Before the commencement of construction
until the completion of all rehabilitation
required under this approval, the Proponent
must: The following documents / records
a) make the following information and were available on the project website
documents (as they are obtained, at the commencement of this IEA:
approved or as otherwise stipulated within .
the conditions of this approval) publicly o EIS
available on its website: ii.  Planning Approval (SSD
(i) the EIS: 12590060), the EPL 21627 and
; EPBC Approval 2021/8888
g:e)va:elll::::::.statutory approvals for the iii.  All plans and strategies required
! by the Approval
(iii) all approved strategies, plans and .
programs required under the conditions of Iv. SHL does 'not plan to stage the
this approval; con§truct|on of the power
station, therefore no staging
(iv) the proposed staging plans for the plans are required
development if the construction, .
operation or decommissioning of the V. The EMS does not specify a'
development is to be staged; speFlflc program for reporting on
Access to i i SHL Environmental Assurance environmental perform..smce
Information (v) regular reporting on the environmental . other than the IEA requirements
. performance of the development in . Advisor — The Secretary has not of the Approval and monitoring
Updating and rdance with the reportin Snowy Hydro Website directed SHL to place any results (vi below)
S5 C20 Staging of fcco' . P & (https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/hunter- additional materials on the esults {vi below
. equirements in any plans or programs - . N
Studies, approved under the conditions of this power-project/documents/) project website. vi.  Monthly monitoring summary
Strategies and approval; and noise monitoring results
Plans !

(vi) a comprehensive summary of the
monitoring results of the development,
reported in accordance with the
specifications in any conditions of this
approval, or any approved plans and
programs;

(vii) a summary of the current phase and
progress of the development;

(viii) contact details to enquire about the
development or to make a complaint;

(ix) a complaints register, updated
monthly;

(x) the Annual Reviews of the
development;

(xi) audit reports prepared as part of any
Independent Environmental Audit of the
development and the Proponent’s
response to the recommendations in any
audit report;

Complies

vii.  The summary of the current
status of the project (Progress
and Approvals) has been
updated in accordance with the
recommendation made in the
previous audit

viii.  Contact Details (Contact Tab)
ix. Complaints Register

X.  Annual Reviews are not required
by the Approval

xi.  Independent Audit Reports for
2022 and 2023 and Proponents
response

xii.  The Secretary has not requested
that any other matters be
reported on the website.

Recommendation
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(xii) any other matter required by the
Secretary; and

Documents Reviewed

Project Approval 12590060

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment Compliance Finding

b) keep such information up to date, to the

The documents available on the SHL

Recommendation

satisfaction of the Secretary. SHL Website website relating to the Hunter Power Complies
Project were up to date versions.

To ensure the studies, strategies and plans for
the development are updated on a regular
basis and incorporate any required measures

Updating and to improve the environmental performance of | SHL Letter to DPE dated 6 April 2023 titled “SSI

Staging of the development, the Proponent may submit 12590060 — Hunter Power Project: Traffic
S5C21 Studies, revised studies, strategies or plans required for | Management Plan Review” Noted
Strategies and the development under the conditions of Hunter Power Project Traffic Management
Plans approval at any time. With the agreement of Plan Version 5.1 dated 3 April 2023

the Secretary, the Proponent may also submit
any study, strategy or plan required under the
conditions of this approval on a staged basis.
The Secretary may approve a revised strategy
or plan required under the conditions of

Updating and approval, or the stage submission of these

Staging of documents, at any time. With the approval of
S5 C22 Studies, the Secretary, the Proponent may prepare the Noted
Strategies and revised or staged strategy or plan without
Plans undertaking consultation with all parties

nominated under the applicable conditions in
this approval.
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Documents Reviewed

EPBC 2021/8889

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance

Recommendation

Action Specific
Conditions

To ensure there is no adverse impact on the
environment as a result of the action, the
approval holder must comply with conditions A8-
A12 of Part A, BI-B11, B19-B20, B35-40, B41-B43,
B46 of Part B, C1-C4 of Part C of the State
development consent (to the extent the
conditions in Part C relate to environment).

No non-compliances against Planning
Approval Conditions at the time of this
audit. The auditor notes that many of
these conditions are not triggered and
further assessment will be required at
later stages in the project.

Action Specific
Conditions

The action must only occur within the boundary
(shown in red) on the map at Attachment A.

Refer to Section 7.8.1 above.

At the time of this IEA,
other than the use of a
temporary equipment
laydown area, the
construction works were
confined to the approved
Action boundary.

The construction works being
undertaken within the approved Action
boundary are consistent with the
definition of construction works in the
EPBC Approval. No works as defined in
that Approval were being undertaken
outside of the approved boundaries at
the time of this IEA. Note that
equipment storage (whether permanent
or temporary) is not covered by the EPBC
Approval definitions and as such the use
of the temporary storage area outside of
the approved Action boundaries is
considered to be consistent with the
requirements of the EPBC Approval.

Notification of
Commencement
of the Action

The approval holder must notify the Department
in writing of the date of commencement of the
action within 10 business days after the date of
commencement of the action

Letter from SHL (M Bikil) to DAWE (Post
Approvals Section) titled “Notification of
commencement of action — Kurri Kurri Gas
Fired Power Station, NSW (EPBC
2021/8888)”, dated 29 March 2022.

SHL Environmental Assurance
Advisor — construction works
commenced on 29 March 2022.

SHL advised DAWE of the
commencement of construction on 29
March 2022.

Notification of
Commencement
of the Action

If the commencement of the action does not
occur within 5 years from the date of this
approval, then the approval holder must not
commence the action without the prior written
agreement of the Minister.

Construction activities were
well advanced at the time
of this audit

The Action has commenced.

All information (including documents and

Compliance The approval holder must maintain accurate and records relating to compliance)
Records complete compliance records. requested by the Auditor were available
for review.
If the Department makes a request in writing SHL Environmental Assurance
. ) e Advisor — DAWE / DCCEEW did not DAWE / DCCEEW did not request copies
Compliance the approval holder must provide electronic . . .
Records copies of compliance records to the Department requested copies of any of any compliance records during the

within the timeframe specified in the request.

compliance records during the
audit period.

audit period.

Finding

Complies

Complies

Complies

Not Triggered

Complies

Not Triggered
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Documents Reviewed

EPBC 2021/8889

Interviews / Conversations

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

Compliance .
P Recommendation

Following commencement of the action, the
approval holder must prepare a compliance
report addressing compliance with each of the
conditions of this approval, including
implementation of commitments made in all
management plans and strategies required

Letter from DPE (H Watters) to SHL (I Smith)
titled “Hunter Power Project (SSI-1290060)
Notification of commencement of
construction”, dated 4 April 2022.

EPBC 2021/8888 Annual Compliance Report
01 March 2023

SHL Environmental Assurance

The Action (defined in the EPBC Approval
as the construction and operation of a
gas fired power station and associated
infrastructure) commenced on 29 March

Finding

. SHL Project website Advisor — construction works 2022. The2022 annual compliance Complies
under any condition of the State development .
consent that is referred to in this approval, in https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp- commenced on 29 March 2022. repc')rt has been con_1p|eted ar_1d is
respect of every calendar year, or otherwise in content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual- available on_the project website. Th_e
Annual accordance with an annual date that has been Compliance-Report-2022.pdf nMext Legggt‘;s due to be completed in
7 CF({)mplla'nce agreed to in writing by the Minister. The SHL EPBC Compliance Report 2022 - arc '
eporting approval holder must: Confirmation of upload to the website dated
3 March 2023
SHL Project website
https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp- ) )
a. publish each compliance report on a website content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual- The compllan?e report was published to
within 3 months following the relevant 12 month | Compliance-Report-2022. pdf the HPP wep5|te on 3 March 2023. The Complies
period . next report is due to be completed in
’ SHL EPBC Compliance Report 2022 - March 2024.
Confirmation of upload to the website dated
3 March 2023
b. notify the Department by email that a o
compliance report has been published on the SHL EPBC Compliance Report 2022 - The DCEFEr\INdMiaStEOt:fs tha; rteportth
website and provide the weblink for the Confirmation of upload to the website dated \évas pfu Izl.e .0 ¢ \:e Slfe Oc;‘b T( Complies
compliance report within 5 business days of the 3 March 2023 ay of publication, 3 Marc '.NO eedbac
date of publication on the report has been received.
SHL Project website
https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp- The compliance report was published to
c. keep all compliance reports publicly available content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual- the website on 3 March 2023 and TS
on the website until this approval expires Compliance-Report-2022.pdf remains publicly available at the time of
this Audit.
Annual
7 Compliance . .
Reporting SHL Project website
d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp- . . )
from compliance reports published on the content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual- .No sensitive ecolo_glcal data was included Not Triggered
website Compliance-Report-2022.pdf in the 2022 compliance report.
SHL Project website
e. where any sensitive ecological data has been https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp-
excluded from the version published, submit the content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual- No sensitive ecological data was included Not Triggered
full compliance report to the Department within Compliance-Report-2022.pdf in the 2022 compliance report
5 business days of publication.
. Three environmental incidents were
The approval holder must notify the Department SHL Environmental Assurance recorded during the audit period. Please
in writing of any: incident; non-compliance with Advisor — SHL is not aware of any refer to Section 7.1 for details of .those
the conditions; or non-compliance with the non-compliances against the EPBC incidents. '
8 Reporting Non- commitments made in plans. The notification Approval during the audit period. o ) Not Tri d
compliance must be given as soon as practicable, and no SHL Environmental Assurance Non'e of t'he mFldents record.ed in the ot lriggere
later than 2 business days after becoming aware Advisor — An incident threatening 3“d't perlod.trllggerec’llthe criteria as
of the incident or non-compliance. The material harm hasn’t occurred reportable incidents”, i.e. |nC|fjents that
notification must specify: during the course of the Project. have caused.or haq the potential to
cause material environmental harm.
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https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual-Compliance-Report-2022.pdf
https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual-Compliance-Report-2022.pdf
https://www.snowyhydro.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/EPBC-Annual-Compliance-Report-2022.pdf

Compliance

Assessment .. Recommendation
Finding
Principal Environmental Planning
and Management (Jacobs) — SHL is SHL was not aware of any non-
a. any condition which is or may be in breach not aware of any non-compliances compliances against the EPBC Approval Not Triggered
against the EPBC Approval during during the audit period.
the audit period.
Principal Environmental Planning
dM t (Jacobs) — SHL i SHL t f -
b. a short description of the incident and/or non- and Management {Jacobs) . 'S W?S no awa.re o7 any non .
compliance not aware of any non-compliances compliances against the EPBC Approval Not Triggered
P against the EPBC Approval during during the audit period.
the audit period.
Principal Envi tal Planni
c. the location (including co-ordinates), date, and rincipat Environmenta anmng.
. . L . and Management (Jacobs) — SHL is SHL was not aware of any non-
Reporting Non- time of the incident and/or non-compliance. In . . . .
8 . . - not aware of any non-compliances compliances against the EPBC Approval Not Triggered
compliance the event the exact information cannot be . . . ; .
. . . . . against the EPBC Approval during during the audit period.
provided, provide the best information available. . .
the audit period.
The approval holder must provide to the
Department the details of any incident or Principal Environmental Planning
. non-compliance with the conditions or and Management (Jacobs) — SHL is SHL was not aware of any incidents or
Reporting Non- . . . . L . .
9 compliance commitments made in plans as soon as Incident Register not aware of any incidents or non- non-compliances against the EPBC Noted
P practicable and no later than 10 business days compliances against the EPBC Approval during the audit period.
after becoming aware of the incident or non- Approval during the audit period.
compliance, specifying:
a. any corrective action or investigation which SHL was not aware of any non-
the approval holder has already taken or compliances against the EPBC Approval Not Triggered
intends to take in the immediate future during the audit period.
. - L SHL was not aware of any non-
R t Non- b. th tential ts of th dent -
9 epor |n_g on e.po entialimpacts ot the incident or non compliances against the EPBC Approval Not Triggered
compliance compliance . > .
during the audit period.
c. the method and timing of any remedial SHL was not aware of any non-
action that will be undertaken by the approval compliances against the EPBC Approval Not Triggered
holder. during the audit period.
Principal Environmental Planning
The approval hoIc.jer must en§ure tha.t and Management (Jacobs) — SHL SHL was not requested (by DAWE /
Independent independent audits of compliance with the was not requested (by DAWE / . . .
10 . . . . DCCEEW to commission an independent Not Triggered
Audit conditions are conducted as requested in DCCEEW to commission an audit durine the audit period
writing by the Minister. independent audit during the audit € P '
period.
For each independent audit, the approval holder
must: SHL was not requested (by DAWE /
a. provide the name and qualifications of the DCCEEW to commission an independent Not Triggered
independent auditor and the draft audit criteria audit during the audit period.
to the Department
Independent
1 Audit b. only commence the independent audit once SHL was not requested (by DAWE /
the audit criteria have been approved in writing DCCEEW to commission an independent Not Triggered
by the Department audit during the audit period.
c. submit an audit report to the Department SHL was not requested (by DAWE /
within the timeframe specified in the approved DCCEEW to commission an independent Not Triggered

audit criteria.

audit during the audit period.
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Condition

The approval holder must publish the audit
report on the website within 10 business days

Documents Reviewed

EPBC 2021/8889

Interviews / Conversations

Principal Environmental Planning
and Management (Jacobs) — SHL

Inspections / Observations

Assessment

SHL was not requested (by DAWE /

Compliance

.. Recommendation
Finding

12 Indepen'dent of rt'eceiving the Department‘s'approval of the was not requested' (b_y DAWE / DCCEEW to commission an independent Not Triggered
Audit audit report and keep the audit report DCCEEW to commission an . . . .
published on the website until the end date of independent audit during the audit audit during the audit period.
this approval. period.
Within 30 days after the completion of the
13 Completion of Action the approval holder must notify the The Action was being undertaken during Not Triggered
Action Department in writing and provide completion the audit period.
data.
DCCEEW were notified of a potential
The approval holder must notify the Department | Letter from SHL (D.Young) to DCEEW (Post change to the Development due to the
Changes to in writing of any proposed change to the State Approvals Section) titled “Condition 14 - proposed boundary adjustment change
development consent that may relate to Notification of proposed change to State for the proposed workforce .
14 Development . s . ) ) . . . . Complies
Consent environment within 2 business days of formally Development Consent — Kurri Kurri Gas Fired accommodation and amenities. At this
proposing a change or within 5 business days of Power Station, NSW (EPBC 2021/8888)” stage the project conditions have not
becoming aware of any proposed change. dated 12 September 2023 been modified due to this proposed
change.
During the previous audit period,
DCCEEW were notified in writing of the
approval of Modification 1 to the State
SHL Letter (I Strachan) to DCEEW (post Development Consent on 8 March 2023,
) hord e approvals section) dated 8 March 2023 5 business days following the approval.
Changes to -II;] :,fitpiargo(\;?an?, C:;:;:Sttontitel gttatz epartment Letter from SHL (D.Young) to DCEEW (Post Dur.ir.1g this audit pe.riod, DCCEEW were
15 Development development consent conditions that may relate | APProvals Section) titled “Condition 14 - notified of a potential change to the Complies
Consent to environment, within 10 business days of a Notification of proposed change to State Development due to the proposed

change to conditions being finalised.

Development Consent — KurriKurri Gas Fired
Power Station, NSW (EPBC 2021/8888)”
dated 12 September 2023

boundary adjustment change for the
proposed workforce accommodation and
amenities. At this stage the project
conditions have not been modified due
to this proposed change.
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Audit Photos

Appendix B
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Photograph 1 — Construction of amenities building and tank farm
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Photogaph 2 — Ventilated and bunded chemical storage container
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Photograph 3 — Constriction of turbine base and controlled clean room environment for installation of mechanical
components
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Photograph 4 — Sediment basin and switchyard
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Photograph 5 — Geofabric erosion protection, oil water separator embankment

ref: Hunter Valley Power Station Independent Environmental Audit October 2023 Rev O Final
Page 81



Photograph 6 — Switchyard construction
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Photograph 7 — Water cart for dust suppression
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Photograph 8 — Oily rag and aerosol waste container bins
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Photograph 9 — Site water settlement container
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Potograph 10 —Perimeter bund and rock check
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Photograph 11 —Vehicle refueling area
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Photograph 12 —Temporary mobile lighting utilised for night works

ref: Hunter Valley Power Station Independent Environmental Audit October 2023 Rev O Final
Page 88



DPE Auditor Approval

Appendix C
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Department of Planning and Environment NSW
GOVERNMENT

Isaac Strachan
Hunter Power Project
Wonnarua Country

1 Hart Rd

Loxford NSW 2326

10/02/2023

Dear Mr Strachan
Hunter Power Project (SSI-12590060) - Independent Auditor Nomination

I refer to your request (SSI-12590060-PA-57) for the Secretary’s approval of suitably qualified persons to
prepare the Independent Environmental Audit for the Hunter Power Project (SSI-12590060).

The Department of Planning and Environment (the department) has reviewed the nomination and
information you have provided and is satisfied that this expert is suitably qualified and experienced.

Consequently, | can advise that the Secretary approves the appointment of Ken Holmes of Barnett and
May Pty Ltd to prepare the Independent Environmental Audits (IEAs) for the construction phase of the
development.

Please ensure this correspondence is appended to the Independent Audit Report.

The IEA must be prepared, undertaken and finalised in accordance with the Independent Audit Post
Approval Requirements (2020). Failure to meet these requirements will require revision and
resubmission.

The department reserves the right to request an alternate auditor or audit team for future audits. Further,

the department notes that the auditor’s certification was not listed on the Exemplar Global register at the

date of this letter. This approval of the above auditor is conditional upon them maintaining certification as
a lead or principal auditor with a relevant industry body.

Should you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Jennifer Sage, Senior Compliance Officer
on 0400 245 170 or compliance@planning.nsw.gov.au

Yours sincerely

WUttt

Heidi W atters
Team Leader Northern
Compliance

As nominee of the Planning Secretary

4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 | Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124 | dpie.nsw .gov.au | 1


mailto:compliance@planning.nsw.gov.au

Stakeholder Consultation
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richard.peterson-trigalana@outlook.com

From: Joel Fleming <joel.fleming@planning.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 27 September 2023 11:34 AM

To: Ken Holmes

Subject: RE: Hunter Valley Power Station - Third Construction Phase Independent Environmental

Audit - Consultation Request - DPE

Good morning Ken,

In response to your request for NSW Planning consultation, in accordance with the Independent Audit Post Approval
Requirements (2020), please take into consideration the following factors during the audit:

e Traffic Management Plan, in particular, updates made as a result of the modification to the project approval
(Laydown Areas and Construction Traffic), and how increased traffic (both light and heavy vehicles) are monitored
and managed as an accumulative impact with other projects in that area (Kurri Kurri Lateral Pipeline and Hydro
Remediation).

e Water Management Plan, in particular, the construction of sediment basins in accordance with the Blue Book, and
implementation and ongoing maintenance of erosion and sediment controls.

e Air Quality Management Plan, in particular, response to weather enhancing factors and implementation of controls
to eliminate airborne pollutants.

If you wish to further discuss this matter, please contact me using the underpinned contact details.

Thanks.

Joel Fleming
Senior Compliance Officer

Development Assessment | Department of Planning and Environment
T02 65753416 | M 0467 715 429 | E joel.fleming@planning.nsw.gov.au
The Store, 6 Stewart Avenue, Newcastle West NSW 2302
www.dpie.nsw.gov.au

GOVERNMENT

The Department of Planning and Environment acknowledges that it stands on Aboriginal land.

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and we show our respect for elders past, present

and emerging through thoughtful and collaborative approaches to our work, seeking to demonstrate our ongoing
commitment to providing places in which Aboriginal people are included socially, culturally and economically.

From: Ken Holmes <Ken@baeckea.com.au>

Sent: Monday, 25 September 2023 9:32 AM

To: Heidi Watters <Heidi.Watters@Planning.nsw.gov.au>

Cc: Jennifer Sage <jennifer.sage@dpie.nsw.gov.au>

Subject: Hunter Valley Power Station - Third Construction Phase Independent Environmental Audit - Consultation
Request - DPE

Attention: Heidi Watters



Good Morning Heidi,

The NSW planning approval (PA 12590060) for the Hunter Valley Power Station requires that the project proponent
commission six monthly Independent Environmental Audits throughout the construction phase of the project . | have
been commissioned by the proponent, Snowy Hydro, to undertake those audits. The third construction phase audit
scheduled for early October2023 will be undertaken accordance with the Project Approval (Condition C15) that
requires:

C15. Independent Audits of the development must be conducted and carried out in accordance with the Independent
Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020) or its latest version.

The Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (DPIE 2020) require audits to be conducted during the construction
of the project (initially within 12 weeks of commencement of construction and then at intervals of no more than 26
weeks). The Audit Guidelines also require that the Auditor consults with relevant agencies.

| would therefore appreciate if you could provide me with any information, comments or concerns that DPE may have
regarding the environmental performance of the construction project over the past six months and provide details of
any specific issues you suggest that the Auditor consider.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information.

Thanks and Regards,

Ken Holmes
Lead Auditor

Principal Environmental Consultant
Director

arnett & May

P +61(0)438 046 261
E ken@baeckea.com.au
A PO Box 365 Belrose NSW 2085
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DOC23/234586-1

Mr Ken Holmes

Barnett & May — Environmental Consultants
PO Box 365

BELROSE NSW 2085

By email: ken@baeckea.com.au

27 March 2023

Dear Mr Holmes

No Comment — Hunter Valley Power Station— Construction Phase Independent
Environmental Audit — EPL 21627

| refer to your email dated 21 March 2023 requesting input from the NSW Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) on the Construction Phase Independent Environmental Audit for Hunter Valley
Power Station in accordance with Planning Approval PA 12590060.

The EPA encourages independent compliance audit towards proponents improving their
environmental performance. We do not provide input as our role is to set environmental objectives
for environmental/conservation management and manage outcomes.

| refer you to the EPA’s public register http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeo/index.htm where you can
search for regulatory activity undertaken by the EPA for Environment Protection Licence 21627, for
Hunter Valley Power Station.

If you have any further questions about this issue, please contact Bree Turkington on (02) 8275
1550 or info@epa.nsw.gov.au.

Kind regards

Acting Unit Head
Environment Protection Authority

Phone 131 555 TTY 133 677, then Locked Bag 5022 6&8 Parramatta inffo@epa.nsw.gov.au
Phone 02 9995 5555 ask for 131 155 PARRAMATTA Square 10 Darcy www.epa.nsw.gov.au
(from outside NSW) NSW 2124 Street ABN 43 692 285 758

PARRAMATTA NSW
2150


http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeo/index.htm
mailto:info@epa.nsw.gov.au

richard.peterson-trigalana@outlook.com

From: Ken Holmes <Ken@baeckea.com.au>

Sent: Monday, 25 September 2023 9:29 AM

To: Mark Manning

Subject: Hunter Valley Power Station - Third Construction Phase Independent Environmental

Audit - Consultation Request Cessnock City Council

Mark,

The NSW planning approval (PA 12590060) for the Hunter Valley Power Station requires that the project proponent
commission six monthly Independent Environmental Audits throughout the construction phase of the project. | have
been commissioned by the proponent, Snowy Hydro, to undertake those audits. The third construction phase audit
scheduled for early October2023 will be undertaken accordance with the Project Approval (Condition C15) that
requires:

C15. Independent Audits of the development must be conducted and carried out in accordance with the Independent
Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020) or its latest version.

The Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (DPIE 2020) require audits to be conducted during the construction
of the project (initially within 12 weeks of commencement of construction and then at intervals of no more than 26
weeks). The Audit Guidelines also require that the Auditor consults with relevant agencies.

| would therefore appreciate if you could provide me with any information, comments or concerns that Council may
have regarding the environmental performance of the construction project over the past six months and provide details
of any specific issues you suggest that the Auditor consider.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information.

Thanks and Regards,

Ken Holmes
Principal Environmental Consultant
Director

arnett & May

P +61(0)438 046 261
E ken@baeckea.com.au
A PO Box 365 Belrose NSW 2085

DISCLAIMER:

This email message, including any attachments or links to external documents or websites, is intended for the individual
or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is confidential, privileged and/or exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. By responding to the sender or emailing any other Council official, you consent to
Council collecting your personal information to assess any issue your communication raises and/or respond in turn, and
in accordance with Council?s Privacy Statement and Privacy Management Plan, as amended from time to time. If you
have received this email in error you must not disclose or use the information in it. Please delete the email and any
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