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’ The beginning

& The original vision of the Scheme was to offset the effects of drought, by diverting water
westward for irrigation and simultaneously harnessing the potential for generating
hydro-electricity.

& A 1944 committee of State and Commonwealth parliamentarians was formed to examine, from a
national point of view, development of water resources of the Snowy Mountains region.

& In July 1949, the Commonwealth Parliament passed the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Power
Act. The Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Authority was established as the operating body of
the Snowy Scheme.

& Built between 1949 and 1974, the Scheme took 25 years to build and was rated one of the civil
engineering wonders of the modern world.

& The first Commissioner was Sir William Hudson, a visionary ahead of his time, who served from
1949-67 (knighted in 1955).



P> Innovation - fast facts

& The Snowy design team further developed the technique of rock bolting, a safer and cheaper
alternative to concrete-lining for supporting rock in tunnel walls. Rock drill designs and drilling
techniques also influenced the design of the modern masonry drill bit.

& In December 1959, a decade before the rest of the country, Commissioner Sir William Hudson
made wearing seatbelts compulsory for all Snowy Scheme workers.

& SNOCOM, Australia's first transistorised computer and one of the first dozen computers in the
world, was used by Scheme engineers for complex design calculations from 1960-67.
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Drillers from all over the
world constructed tunnels

through the Snowy
Mountains, diverting
water to irrigation areas
along the Murray and
1955 Murrumbidgee Rivers. 1959
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