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JINDABYNE LEVELS VS 
EUCUMBENE LEVELS…

Lake Jindabyne is a much smaller storage 
than Lake Eucumbene and therefore can fi ll 
much faster due to its capacity – Jindabyne 
is 1/7 the size of Eucumbene.  

Snowy Hydro’s obligation under 
the Snowy Water Licence to release 
environmental fl ows into the Snowy River 
means that levels in Lake Jindabyne need 
to be kept signifi cantly higher than historical 
levels. This is to ensure enough water is 
available to complete the annual program of 
environmental releases as well as to deliver 
fl ushing fl ows via the original gated spillway. 

Because fl ushing fl ows require the use of 
the spillway, the level of the lake needs to 
be higher than the base of the spillway gates 
in order to enable the releases to occur. 
The bigger the fl ushing fl ow, the higher the 
lake needs to be to deliver the targeted fl ow. 
In general, in years when a fl ushing fl ow 
is required, the level of the lake will be 6-7 
metres higher than the long-term historical 
average. Holding the lake higher in winter 
and spring means that there is also a much 
greater risk of the Lake reaching full supply 
level and possibly even spilling in wet years. 

FLOOD 
OPERATIONS
Flooding occurs when the river channel 
capacity is exceeded and fl ows overtop onto 
the fl oodplain. When the channel capacity of 
the rivers downstream of the Snowy Scheme 
is exceeded, our releases are limited to what 
the fl ows would have been had the Scheme 
not existed. This is known as the calculated 
‘Pre-SMA’ fl ow.

This means that during a fl ood we do 
not release any more water than what 
would have naturally fl owed down the river. 
As such, we do not in any way exacerbate 
fl ooding downstream of the Snowy Scheme. 

The Scheme can provide limited storage 
capacity for high infl ows, which in turn 
can provide some short term assistance. 
However, water cannot be diverted back 
to Eucumbene from lower catchments 
such as Khancoban, Geehi or Talbingo. 
These are small storages and once they 
are full, the water must fl ow downhill.

To pass fl ood water safely and effectively 
through the Scheme, Snowy Hydro aims to 
utilise our series of power stations where 
possible, rather than operating the spillways 
at a dam. This means we must generate and 
will often have to bid that power into the NEM 
at very low prices (even possibly at $0) to 
ensure that our plant is dispatched to pass 
fl ood fl ows.  

During fl ood operations, we liaise closely 
with the BoM, local SES and councils 
to ensure that the most up to date 
information is available for landholders 
and fl ood response activities.

“ DURING A FLOOD 
WE DO NOT 
RELEASE ANY 
MORE WATER 
THAN WHAT 
WOULD HAVE 
NATURALLY 
FLOWED DOWN 
THE RIVER”

Lake Jindabyne
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LAKE LEVELS

The Snowy Scheme’s main storage, 
Lake Eucumbene, ended the 2013-14 
year lower than the previous and below 
the long-term average storage level. 

The level of Lake Jindabyne at the end 
of the 2013-14 water year was slightly 
higher than that of the previous year, 
and the storage level remains well above 
the long term average storage level. As 
discussed earlier, this is in order to ensure 
security of supply for the environmental 
fl ows and fl ushing fl ows out of Jindabyne 
Dam into the Snowy River.

Snowy Hydro reports gross storage 
levels to local tourism operators and 
the local community on our website. 
Lake levels for our three main storages 
of Jindabyne, Eucumbene and Tantangara 
are provided weekly and are available at 
www.snowyhydro.com.au. Our website 
also includes a lake level comparison 
calculator where it can be seen that lake 
levels have improved since the height 
of the drought in 2006–07 in line with 
improvements in annual infl ows.

LAKE EUCUMBENE GROSS STORAGE FOR 2013 - 2014 WATER YEAR
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