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Our data is being used to improve and verify the 
precipitation produced in the models, which will 
directly improve water resource management 
over this region.  It will also improve the Bureau of 
Meteorology’s public weather forecasts throughout 
southern Australia. Most of our weather stations 
are located at very remote sites and regularly 
have to work in difficult environmental conditions.  
Many of them are fitted with radio communication 
equipment. Improved access to high-resolution 
real-time meteorological information is invaluable 
to Snowy Hydro for inflow and water management 
purposes, and therefore stakeholders downstream. 

In another exciting research venture, Snowy Hydro 
is working with the University of Queensland to 
reconstruct a long-term inflow record over the 
Snowy Mountains, giving us a better idea of future 
inflow scenarios.  

The project, which started in 2012 and is due to 
finish in 2016, builds on earlier collaborative work. 
You may remember us reporting at the end of 2011 
the results from a study investigating the causes of 
extreme drought. Researchers took core samples 
from swamps, and by using special geo-chemical 
techniques and radioisotope dating methods to 
analyse dust deposits within the core, were able to 
reconstruct a drought history for the region for the 
past 6,500 years. 

The current project – a first for southeast Australia 
- has been building on this information. A pilot study 
found that different isotope (or chemical) signatures 
are associated with different weather systems, so if 
particular weather systems dominate over a period 
of time due to the climate conditions at the time this 
isotopic ‘fingerprint’ can be preserved in the snow, 
ground water and cave systems.  

Stalagmites have long been used as a valuable 
source of long term information as they preserve 
the isotopic record for thousands of years. For 
example, one sample, which was sourced from local 
caves last year under a scientific research licence, 
has been dated at over 6,000 years old.  

Researchers are using cutting-edge technology to 
develop a record of historical precipitation from 
these stalagmites which will be validated against 
historical precipitation records and results from 
the earlier studies.  This will identify the state of the 
climate over a period of thousands of years at a high 
resolution to better understand the effect of climate 
drivers on Scheme hydrology.  

Stay tuned for more updates on this and our other 
scientific research projects.

Researchers are using cutting-edge technology to 
develop a record of historical precipitation...

Snowy Hydro’s Atmospheric Scientist, Dr Johanna Speirs, with University of Queensland’s Associate Professor, Dr Hamish McGowan, collecting water samples at Club Lake.









All I ask is that whatever your view, please take 
a wider look and respect the fact that there are 
many other expectations and, generally speaking, 
everyone benefits over the long term.

As I mentioned during one community meeting 
some years ago, 100,000 people from 30 countries 
didn’t come out here to build us a trout pond. But at 
the same time, Snowy Hydro strongly supports the 
recreational use on our lakes; they bring enormous 
benefit to the local community and economy. We 
support the Snowy Mountains Trout Festival, the 
Lake Jindabyne Festival and other lakeside events, 
provide dozens of foreshore facilities and amenities.  
We also operate three visitors’ centres around the 
Scheme so that the public have a safe and easily 
accessible place to learn more about this mighty 
feat of engineering.

Over the summer it was a little disappointing to see 
some uniformed criticism in the media regarding 
lake levels. It’s even more disappointing to find 
that these views are being expressed by people 
who have obviously not taken the time to go to our 
website for more information, read the latest water 
report or even give us a call first to discuss.     

For example, in the media over the summer 
period Snowy Hydro was somehow to blame for 
a supposed terrible fishing season. As a die-hard 
fisherman myself, I know the fishing over the 
summer was no different to any other summer 
season, in that every year is different. In fact, the 
period leading up to New Year was some of the best 
fishing I, and many others, have ever seen. 

The heatwave conditions over summer saw 
water temperature in the lakes quite high; Lake 
Eucumbene nudged over 20 degrees for weeks on 
end, Talbingo 24 degrees, and Jindabyne over 20 
degrees also.  There’s an old rule that if the water 
is warm enough to swim in, then the trout won’t be 
within cooee of it. Trout can become distressed in 
water over 24 degrees. Luckily, all the lakes have 
deeper areas so the trout can get out of this warmer 
surface water but they are still there to be caught.  

In February I went out with Jindabyne guide Steve 
Williamson, who also invited local caravan park 

operator Nick Elliot along, to see how the fishing 
was going at Lake Jindabyne. We fished deep and 
slow in the cooler water and caught four trout 
around a kilo each within a couple of hours and 
within sight of town. 

Yet others feel that promoting their lack of catch in 
the media will change things. The only effect this 
sort of commentary had in the media was to create 
doubt in the tourism marketplace and had the risk 
of negatively impacting potential fishers who might 
want to visit the area. Thankfully, fishing journalists 
happily work with us to get the message out there 
that fish are still there to be caught in the Snowy 
lakes, even when it’s hot and dry, and encourage 
visitors to the area minimising the impact these 
negative comments can have.

On a related topic, Snowy Hydro has been working 
closely with local shire councils and caravan park 
operators to ensure that camping around the lakes 
is only done so in caravan parks and designated 
camping areas to ensure rubbish, waste and impact 
can be best managed for all lake users. 

Regrettably, some visitors to the lakes over summer 
do not abide by the dozens of advices, articles, 
signs and leaflets to this effect. You can help us by 
advising visiting friends or relatives that want to 
camp out around the lakes to book into one of the 
many caravan and tourist parks around the lakes. 
They all offer great facilities and is a great way of 
ensuring that the foreshores are kept clean and tidy 
while supporting our local businesses and looking 
after our local environment.

We are looking at better ways to manage public use 
around the Snowy Scheme with improved signage, 
facilities and high use area management to make 
sure that the lakes can remain the great and worthy 
tourist attraction that they are.

If you have a query or question we would be more 
than happy to answer it.  You can contact us on:

        communityfeedback@snowyhydro.com.au  

        02 6453 2210
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We are looking at better ways to manage public 
use around the Snowy Scheme with improved 

signage and facilities…
















