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miraculous rescue
“i tried to get up, but i couldn’t stand, the pain was excruciating”

holidays are supposed to be relaxing, fun 
and peaceful - unless you are  mr. Leon Booth 
whose bush escape involved ambulance 
and fire crews, ses officers, water bombing 
aircrafts and a winch rescue from our snowy 
hydro southCare rescue helicopter. 

it all started with the need for a few days 
break from the rat-race in the city. Leon 
headed to his friend’s property in reids Flat 
(150kms north of Canberra) to enjoy the 
bush. 

he was spraying weeds on a steep hill at 
1pm on monday march 11, when the quad 
bike he was using rolled over him, crushing 
his ribs and pelvis and leaving him in 
intense pain. 

“i tried to get up but i couldnt stand, the 
pain was absolutely excruciating” and little 
wonder - Leon had broken his pelvis in 

eight places and and also five of his ribs. 

Leon was 6km’s away from  the farmhouse 
where he was staying alone. his only option 
was to try to crawl his way home, which he  
attempted for the remainder of the day and 
into that night. 

Leon tried calling out for help, but was only  
able to get the local dogs barking. 

he continued crawling the long journey 
home, lighting small fires to keep himself 
warm. 

during this time, Leon’s thoughts were with 
his family; wife Peggy, 21-year-old daughter 
Jessica, and 23-year-old son, steven. 

“the last thing i wanted was to be found 
dead on a road from an injury and i just 
kept on talking to myself, and talking to 
them.”

Photo courtesy of the Canberra times, sunday edition

the following day, unable to rouse any 
attention, his last hope was to light a small 
bushfire to raise the alarm, and it worked.   

after 22 hours, three ambulances, ses 
workers, seven bushfire brigades tankers,  
and three water bombing aircrafts, Leon 
had been found. 

due to the rough terrain and extent of 
his injuries, the snowy hydro southCare 
rescue helicopter was called in and the next 
thing he knew he was being winched out 
of bushland by snowy hydro southCare 
paramedic  Phil mchugh and was en-route 
to the Canberra hospital for treatment. 

Phil was amazed at his courage and strength, 
“i marvelled at his resolve after hearing his 
efforts over the past 24 hours, he was in 
great spirits laughing and joking with us 
during the rescue. we train for situations 
like these and it was great to be able to 
put these skills into a successful rescue”.  

after being transported to the Canberra 
hospital Leon praised the efforts of our local 
nurses “i can tell you, those nurses in there, 
they are so dedicated to their profession.”

Leon has since been tranferred to a sydney 
hospital where he begins the road to 
recovery. 

Leon’s experience reminds the snowy 
hydro southCare team of several quad bike 
rescues in our history.

we remind people that wherever they are, 
whatever they are doing, they need to take 
care. 







snowy hydro ltd
an update from our major and naming-rights sponsor

snowy hydro has gone to great lengths 
in recent years to improve community 
understanding of the water operations of 
the snowy mountains scheme.  

the company has been providing additional 
information on our website for some time 
now especially in relation to water releases 
in accordance with the snowy water 
Licence. 

we have also done dozens of presentations 
to various community groups, local councils 
and chambers of commerce around the 
snowy mountains. 

it has been clear that once the details of 
our water operations are explained and 
questions answered many, if not all of the 
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concerns that are raised are addressed and 
clarified.  

in further response to requests for 
information on our water operations we 
have developed the snowy hydro water 
Operations report written in plain english 
and responding to feedback received 
from the community about improving the 
understanding of the water operations of 
the scheme. 

the snowy hydro water Operations 
report has been written for the benefit 
of all stakeholders and the communities 
associated with the snowy scheme.

it describes in high level summary how 
the snowy scheme operates, the water 

operations during the 2007/08 water year 
and how snowy hydro met its obligations 
under the snowy water Licence during that 
year. 

the water report is now available and can 
be downloaded from our website. 

website: www.snowyhydro.com.au  
snowy mountains scheme education 
Centre: 1800 623 776.
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Snowy Hydro Water Operations 
report now available






