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LABOR ABANDONS SNOWY HYDRO: WHAN AVOIDS RESPONSIBILITY 

Acting Shadow Minister for Small Business, Katrina Hodgkinson MP, said today that the Premier Nathan Rees’ failure to answer a question about why the Member for Monaro, Steve Whan, told constituents he had no role in the Government’s refusal to allow the Snowy Hydro to bid in the electricity sale, demonstrated how broken the Labor Cabinet has become. 

Ms Hodgkinson questioned Premier Rees today about Mr Whan’s comments at Labor’s State Plan Consultation in Queanbeyan last night when he said he was unable to do anything about the Snowy Hydro’s exclusion from the electricity bidding process, and that it was the decision of Government Departments. 

“As a Member of Nathan Rees’ Labor Cabinet and the Minister for Rural Affairs, Steve Whan has responsibility for signing off on decisions like these,” Ms Hodgkinson said.

“It is beyond a joke that he told the people of Monaro that he had no role in the decision to exclude the Snowy Hydro from the State’s electricity sale. 

“Mr Whan sits at Labor’s Cabinet table and without a doubt plays a direct role in decision making about such issues. 

“The angered Snowy Hydro employees are sick and tired of Mr Whan passing the buck and being tactical by trying to distance himself from the incompetent Labor Government,” she said.

Twenty Snowy Hydro employees attended Labor’s State Plan Consultation meeting last night to highlight their disapproval with the NSW Labor Government’s decision. 

“The employees charged into the meeting with signs calling for a ‘Fair Deal for Snowy Hydro’ and ‘Let Snowy Grow’, in a last attempt to force Mr Whan to recognise their serious concerns,” she said.

“However Mr Whan confirmed that the failing Labor Government’s decision was final. While Mr Whan admitted that his Government’s decision would have an adverse affect on the viability of the company, he said that there was nothing he could do. 

“Mr Whan told the Snowy Hydro employees that he would not take any further action on their behalf. This reflects how badly he has got his priorities wrong.

“In contrast, the Liberals & Nationals will work hard to ensure that the employees of Snowy Hydro and the surrounding communities get a fair deal,” she said.
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